
 

Music Curriculum 2022 

Intent 

We believe that knowledge underpins and enables the application of skills; both are entwined. As a department we define the powerful knowledge our 
students need and help them recall it by having a carefully planned progression through our curriculum which not only builds on prior knowledge but 
regularly enables students to develop key skills in all topic areas. We expect and encourage students to use key musical terminology within their work. We 
have created bespoke curriculum booklets which support the learning of our students at KS2, KS3 and KS4 giving them the opportunity to reflect on their 
achievements and areas which they feel need further development.  We build the cultural Capital of our students by teaching themes in context – exposing 
them to influences and traditions from many different cultural and historical contexts. We believe that it is essential to their understanding that they 
understand the ‘why’ as well as the ‘how’.  
 

The aims of our Music curriculum are to develop pupils who:   
 

• Enjoy and have an appreciation for music.   

• Listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, cultures, styles and traditions.   

• Can sing and use their voices to create different effects.   

• Create and compose music, both on their own and with others.   

• Use a range of musical language.   

• Make judgements and express personal preferences about the quality and style of music.   

• Take part in performances with an awareness of audience.  
  
Our curriculum in Music forms a backbone to our ethos statement. Examples of how our curriculum supports the ethos statement are by providing mental, 

physical, social and academic development. The KS2, KS3 and KS4 curriculum through composition. The whole of the KS2 and KS3 curriculum requires 

students to be able to collaborate whilst being mindful to the opinions and abilities of others. We encourage students to be enquiring in the development 

of their ideas. Developing the confidence of our students is another vital part of our curriculum and students are frequently challenged to perform their 

ideas to each other whilst being encouraged to evaluate the success of these performances, with respect and humility.    

 

 

 



 

 Implementation 

Year 5  
Autumn term:  Living on a Prayer and Classroom Jazz 1.   
Spring Term:  Make you feel my love and Fresh Prince of Bel Air.   
Summer Term:  Dancing in the Street and Reflect and Unwind. 
    
Year 6  
Autumn term: Happy and Classroom Jazz 2   
Spring Term: A New Year’s Carol and You’ve got a friend in Me  
Summer Term: Music and Me and Reflect and Unwind.   
  
KS3 –   
Year 7   
Autumn Term:  Keyboards skill, the musical elements, and African Music.   
Spring Term:  Pentatonic Rondo and Four Chords Pop Songs.  
Summer Term: Programme Music and The Blues.  
 

Year 8   
Autumn Term: Theme and Variations and Child Prodigies.        
Spring Term: Child Prodigies and Minimalism  
Summer Term: Reggae and Rock ‘n’ Roll   
 

Year 9   
Autumn Term:  Hooks and Riff and Vivaldi Rocks     
Spring Term: Song Writing and Bhangra   
Summer Term:  Gaming Music and in at the Deep End.  
 

KS4 – GCSE OCR Music: At KS4 students study The Concerto through Time, Conventions of Pop, Rhythms of the World and Film music AOS.  Composing and 
performing play an important part of the GCSE curriculum where student have 5 lessons in a two-week period.  Student are assessed on Integrated 
portfolio (Solo Performance and free composition which is 30% of the total mark). The Practical Component (Ensemble Performance and Composition set to 
a brief from OCR which is 30% of the total mark) and the listening exam based on the Areas of Study.    

 



 

Impact / Achievement 

Our music Curriculum is planned to demonstrate progression and build on and embed current skills. We focus on progression of knowledge 
and skills in the different musical components and teaching of vocabulary also forms part of the units of work. If children are achieving the 
knowledge and skills in lessons, then they are deemed to be making good or better progress. We believe that fostering a lifelong love of listening to and 
performing music to a good level is important and will demonstrate the impact of our curriculum. Spontaneity is well developed in speaking and 
responses to more complex questions are attempted with increasing degrees of grammatical accuracy.  
 
• Independence in attempting reading and translation tasks. Applying rules of how to interpret a more complex reading task (Use of what you know 
to infer meaning and work out unknown words/ phrases in a text); Same rule applies to listening tasks  
 
• Well-developed answers and understanding for a variety of topics (Official Oral exam preparation)  

 
• Confidence in answering a variety of speaking and writing questions across all topics covered for the GCSE)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Delivery 

Coming from key stage 2  

Students should be able to: 

• Identify a number of instruments and recognise some of them by listening.  

• Have some understanding of basic notation e.g. the use of a treble clef.  

• Understand basic singing techniques e.g. breath control and singing in a round.  

• Describe music through listening by identifying some simple key features, for example, where the music changes in volume/speed.  

• Be able to imitate simple rhythmic patterns and perform them in time with others.   

• Some may be able to perform simple keyboards pieces with five fingers.   

Key Skills/Content requirements at GCSE 

Listening and Appraising 

 

Students will be expected to: 

 

• Analyse and evaluate music in aural 

and/or written form using knowledge 

and understanding of musical elements, 

musical contexts, and musical language 

to make critical judgements about 

repertoire within the Areas of Study.  

 

• To use knowledge and understanding of 

musical elements, musical contexts, and 

musical language to analyse unfamiliar 

music (Individual pieces that have not 

been specified stipulated within the 

specification.  

 

Composition 

 

Students will be expected to: 

 

• Make use of musical elements, 

techniques and resources to create and 

develop musical ideas with technical 

control and coherence; freely as a 

compose choses, and respond to a brief 

or commission supplied by others.   

 

• Compose music that develops ideas, uses 

conventions, and explores the potential 

of musical structures and resources.   

Performance 

 

Students will be expected to: 

 

• Make use of musical elements, 

techniques and resources to interpret 

and communicate musical ideas with 

technical control and expression.   This 

music be achieved by one or more of the 

following means:  playing or singing 

music, improvising, or realising music 

using music technology.  

 

• Perform music with control, making 

expressive use of phrasing and dynamics 

appropriate to the style and mood of the 

music.   



 

• Make critical judgements and music, 

using appropriate musical vocabulary.  

 

• Formulate critical judgements, which will 

be achieved by attentive listening (rather 

than just hearing) and aural perception.    

 

 

 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Portable 

Knowledge  

Key terms 

Year 7  Bridging Keyboards and the 

musical elements 

 

During this unit, student will 

develop an understanding 

of basic staff notation and 

keyboard skill.  By the end 

of this unit, students will be 

able to identify the letter 

names and length of notes 

within a stave and be able 

to perform a melody line 

(right hand only) on the 

keyboards.  Students will 

Pentatonic Rondo 

 

 

During this unit student will 

develop their skills in the 

area of composition by 

composing a short piece 

focusing on structure 

(specifically Rondo) and use 

a small number of notes to 

understand what make a 

melody successful.  

Listening skills will be 

developed during this unit 

Programme Music 

 

 

Students will understand 

and describe how a 

particular mood is evident 

through a piece of music.  

Students will apply their 

knowledge of program 

music to a composition of 

their own based on a short 

story.  Students will learn to 

compose music for specific 

moods and scenarios – 

Knowledge of 

keyboard skills, ability 

to read and perform 

from staff notation of 

the key musical 

elements will be 

transferable 

throughout student’s 

musical education.  

Knowledge of African, 

and Blues music is 

relevant within Area 

of Study 3 Rhythms of 

the World and Area of 

Bridging Keyboards and the 

musical elements 

Dynamics, rhythm, tempo, timbre,  

Texture, structure, semibreve, 

minim, crotchet, quaver, doted 

notes, staves, time signatures, 

treble clef, fluency, accuracy.  

 

African Music 

Djembe, Slap Tone, Bass tone, 

treble tone, polyrhythm, ostinato, 

improvisation, call and response, 

call and echoe, master drummer, 

ACapella. 



 

also develop their listening 

and appraising skills.   

 

African Music 

 

Student will develop an 

understanding of the history 

and the key areas of African 

performance and rituals.  

Students will be able to 

recognise a number of key 

features and instruments 

through listening and 

appraising.  Students 

further develop their 

keyboards skills through 

performing and African 

Piece and will also learn to 

sing a number of African 

songs using African 

language as well as learning 

to compose a piece of 

polyphonic music using 

Djembe drums.    

in which students will be 

expected to listen carefully 

to melodic direction and 

tonality.  

 

Four chord songs.  

 

Students will develop an 

understanding of how a 

popular song is constructed 

and will develop their 

knowledge of the four chord 

progression used by many 

song writers.  Students will 

develop their ability to play 

simple four chords on guitar 

or ukulele and create 

patterns based on these 

chords.  Student will also 

develop their performance 

skills by performing a 

popular song that is based 

on these four chords.   

selecting, rejecting and 

developing appropriate 

musical ideas.   

 

Blues 

 

Students develop an 

understanding of the history 

behind blues music 

including its development 

due to the slave trade.  

Students build on their 

previous knowledge by 

continuing to stretch their 

listening and appraising 

skills.  Students learn to 

perform a 12 bar Blues 

chord pattern using their 

left hands on the keyboards.  

Students will also learn to 

use improvisation in order 

to compose a melodic line 

bass on the blues scale and 

Jack Ass Blues.  

study 5 The 

conventions of Pop.   

 

Knowledge of 

programme music is 

evident in Area of 

study 4, Film Music.   

 

Knowledge of Four 

chord song is evident 

in Area of Study 5, 

The conventions of 

pop.   

 

 

 

Pentatonic Rondo 

Pentatonic, rondo, ternary, 

binary, scale, flat, sharp, major, 

minor, chords, tonality.   

 

Four chord songs 

Chord, Broken Chord, block 

chords, arpeggiated chords, 

melody, counter melody, bass 

line, harmonic progression, major, 

minor.    

 

Programme Music 

Specific dynamics – fonte, piano, 

crescendo, diminuendo, structure, 

ternary, melody, metre, pitch, 

instrumentation, major, minor, 

theme, dissonance, consonance, 

discord/clash.    

 

Blues 

Pentatonic blue notes, 

improvisation, 12 Bar Blues, 

chords, walking bassline, flat, 

sharp, syncopation. 

 

 



 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Portable 

Knowledge  

Key terms 

Year 

8  

Theme and variations 

 In this unit, students will 

understand some of the typical 

conventions from the classical 

period (1750 – 1810) and be able 

to identify these through listening 

tasks. Students will learn to 

compose a set of variations based 

on a famous theme by the classical 

composer, Mozart. Students will 

use their prior knowledge of key 

musical features to develop their 

theme and variations further and 

evaluate their compositions and 

identify how the changes made 

affect the piece.  

 

Film music 

Students complete a number of 

listening activities during this unit 

of work, which will relate directly 

to the current GCSE specification 

studied in Year 9 and above. 

Through listening students learn 

to suggest ways in which the 

music portrays and action and 

enhances the atmosphere of a 

particular scene. Students further 

Childhood Prodigies 

 During this unit, students 

will develop an 

understanding of the lives 

and music of two of the 

most prolific composers, 

Mozart and Beethoven. 

Students will also further 

their understanding and 

knowledge of the classical 

period (1750 – 1810). 

Students will use their 

knowledge and skills 

developed in the film music 

unit to perform a piece of 

music by Mozart or 

Beethoven using two hands 

for independent parts 

fluently and accurately. 

Students will also develop a 

clear understanding of 

melody writing by 

composing a simple melody 

to accompany an alberti 

bass.  

 

Minimalism 

Reggae 

Students build on their 

understanding of blues 

music in this unit of work in 

order to understand the 

history surrounding reggae 

music. Students will learn 

develop an understanding 

of the key features of 

reggae and will learn to sing 

a song by reggae artist, Bob 

Marley. Students will build 

on their ability to perform 

using two hands on either 

keyboard or guitar in order 

to play a melodic riff and 

simple syncopated chord 

pattern.  

Rock n’ Roll 

Students will develop an 

understanding of rock n’ roll 

music from the 1950s-60s 

and rock anthems. This unit 

will involve detailed 

listening questions which 

Knowledge of 

keyboard and guitar 

skills, ability to read 

and perform from 

staff notation and 

knowledge of the key 

musical elements will 

be transferable 

throughout student’s 

musical education. 

Knowledge from the 

Film music unit is 

directly transferable 

to AOS4 – Film music 

– at GCSE level. 

Knowledge from the 

Four chord song & 

Rock n’ roll units of 

work is directly 

transferable to AOS5 

– Conventions of Pop 

– at GCSE level. The 

compositional 

techniques learnt in 

the Childhood 

Theme and variations 

Theme, variation, chord, 

major, minor, sequence, 

retrograde, inversion, 

augmentation, diminution.  

 

Film music 

 Leitmotif, ostinato, 

crescendo, diminuendo, 

accelerando, ritardando, 

pedal note, drone, mickey 

mousing, underscore, 

diegetic music.  

 

Childhood Prodigies 

Alberti Bass, Major, Minor, 

Treble clef, Bass clef, 

Broken chords, conjunct, 

disjunct, sequence, tonic, 

dominant, chromatic.  

 

Minimalism 

Gradual Transformation, 

Metamorphosis, Additive 

melody, phase shifting, 



 

develop their performance skills 

and are encouraged to use two 

hands – one each for independent 

parts (melody and chords). Prior 

knowledge of composition skills, 

particularly those learnt in the 

programme unit of work, are 

extended with students 

composing music to fit with a 

given film clip using expressive 

musical features and appropriate 

musical clichés. 

In this unit, students will 

learn to listen to minimalist 

music in order to identify 

when simple changes occur 

and will understand how 

the use of these simple 

changes and material can be 

effect in creating a highly 

complexed piece. Students 

will learn to perform a piece 

of minimalist music as part 

of a small group developing 

their ability to play in time 

with others. Students will 

further develop their 

compositional skills by 

experimenting with 

different musical techniques 

such as inversion and 

retrograde in order to 

compose a more complexed 

piece made out of simple 

original material. 

build on the prior 

knowledge learnt in the last 

two years. Students will 

complete a series of exam 

style questions based on the 

GCSE paper at the end of 

year 11. Students will work 

in small groups to develop 

an ensemble performance 

of a rock n’ roll song. Each 

student will perform a 

different role within the 

group who together will 

work on perfecting timing, 

accuracy and fluency. 

Prodigies and 

Minimalism units are 

important to support 

students with their 

own compositions at 

GCSE (AOS1). 

polyphonic texture, 

diatonic harmony, phasing, 

ostinato, inversion, 

retrograde, retrograde 

inversion.  

 

Reggae 

Riff, ostinato, block 

chords, bass line, 

syncopated, time 

signature, rocksteady.  

 

Rock ‘n’ Roll 

Strophic structure, back 

beat, call and response, 

fill, distortion, hook/riff, 

falsetto, middle 8, lead 

guitar, rhythm guitar, bass 

guitar, portamento, 12 bar 

blues, walking bass, shuffle 

rhythms. 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Portable 

Knowledge  

Key terms 

Year 9  Hooks and Riffs 

ROCK 

Song Writing 

During this unit students 

will draw on all their 

Gaming music  

Gaming music will cover 

part of AOS4 Film music, 

Hooks and Riff and 

Song writing are 

important factors in 

Hooks and Riff 

Hook, Riff, Power Chord, bass 

line, distortion, band line up 



 

During this unit students 

will develop and understand 

of Rock music, how it is 

structured and performed 

using Hook and Riffs.  They 

will gain knowledge in how 

to listen for and perform 

Riffs on an instrument of 

their choice, or most on 

keyboards, developing their 

keyboard skills further.  

They will listen to and 

appraise a variety of Rock 

Music pieces from the 70s 

and 80s.    

 

Vivaldi Rocks 

Four Season 

During this unit, students 

will explore the Baroque 

Concerto of Vivaldi and 

develop an understanding 

of the ornate nature of the 

period.  They will listen to 

and appraise The Four 

Seasons, further developing 

their knowledge of works by 

the Great composers.  They 

will improve their ensemble 

skills by performing a part 

of the Concerto as a group, 

knowledge of chords, 

melodies and musical 

elements and four chords 

songs to compose a song in 

the structure of popular 

music.   They will be given 

stimulus to write their song, 

either/or a chords 

progression or a picture or 

sorry.  They will write lyrics 

and set them to music.  This 

will link to the AOS1 My 

Music and AOS5 The 

Conventions of pop.   

 

Bhangra 

During this unit, student will 

become familiar with the 

sounds associated with 

Indian Bhangra Music.  They 

will develop an 

understanding of the fusion 

of musical styles used in 

Bhangra and the cultural 

significance of this music 

and the complexity of the 

rhythms used (The Chaal 

Rhythm).  Bhangra is linked 

to the GCSE OCR AOS3 

Rhythms of the World.  

Student will listen to and 

and will develop 

student’s knowledge of 

music for media and 

affect.  They will learn 

how music is used to 

enhance the moving 

image in a gaming 

context.  They will learn 

how a leit motif is used to 

represent characters in 

the game, and how music 

fits with a scene or level.  

They will also compose 

music to represent a 

character using 

appropriate sounds and 

soundscapes.     

 

In at the Deep End. 

During this unit, students 

will source, learn, 

rehearse and perform 

music that they can 

identify with.  They will 

learn how to manage 

their time appropriately 

in order to produce a 

final piece of music using 

AOS5 Conventions 

of pop and 

composing.  Vivaldi 

Rock is a 

component of The 

Concerto Through 

Time and Bhangra 

rhythms of the 

World.  Gaming 

Music is part of the 

Film Music element 

of OCR GCSE 

Specification.   

 

In At the Deep End 

is to give students 

the independence 

to develop their 

time management, 

instrumental and 

rehearsal skills 

needed in GCSE 

AOS1, My Music.    

instruments-Guitar, Bass, 

Synth, Drum Kit, lead Guitar, 

Solo, verse, chorus, bridge, mid 

8.   

 

Vivaldi Rocks  

 

 

Song Writing  

 

Bhangra  

 

Gaming Music  

 

In At The Deep End.  



 

and in pairs.  Students will 

listen to an appraising, 

modern and old versions of 

the same music, drawing 

direct comparison between 

the pieces.  Students will 

compose a piece based on 

the seasons.   

 

appraise Bhangra Music and 

perform a Bhangra piece.    
their chosen instrument 

or media.  This will link 

into the GCSE AOS my 

Music and also the 

performance element of 

the course.   

 

 

 

 


