
MFL curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact  
Intent –   
The purpose of study   
At Ridgeway Academy, we strive to underline the importance of learning a foreign 
language within the context of an ever-changing world. We aim to make clear the 
advantages of learning languages- the fact that they contribute to a mutual 
understanding, allowing us as citizens of this world to communicate and understand a 
variety of different cultures. In doing this, pupils get a sense of what it means to be a 
“citizen of the world” and, additionally, a huge personal fulfilment.  
As a pupil’s understanding of a foreign language develops, the more they will be able to 
communicate in another language and develop a lifelong skill for education, 
employment and leisure both within this country and throughout the world. In learning 
a foreign language, this gives pupils the opportunity to develop their listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills. The more advanced their language skills become, 
the more their confidence, independence and own ability will develop, allowing them 
to manipulate the foreign language(s) they are learning for themselves.  
In learning a language, other than a pupil’s mother tongue, this helps them to 
understand their own language- how it is structured; how we go about manipulating 
language for ourselves to communicate and make ourselves understood. The 
development of these communication skills, like with their lingua franca, provides 
pupils with the necessary skills and understanding required to pursue the future study 
of other languages. Likewise, it helps to develop the literacy skills in a pupil’s own 
language.  
At Ridgeway, our MFL department believes that a well-structured, challenging but also 
supportive MFL curriculum will allow pupils’ curiosity to blossom and also deepen their 
own understanding of the world that they live in. Our core aim as a team is to help all of 
our pupils to communicate their own thoughts and feelings on a variety of different 
subject areas, in the language they are studying. In doing this, we also help to trigger a 
potential curiosity to studying other languages in the future and keep foreign 
languages very much at the forefront of our school and society we live in. Nelson 
Mandela once said, “If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his 
head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.” As Mandela 
states, speaking to someone in their own language allows you to enter a culture in a 
way that is simply not possible without the knowledge of the language of that culture. 
It helps to break down barriers- something we view as being of huge importance and 
very relevant within the context of our country at present.  
  
  
MFL curriculum aims   
The MFL curriculum at Ridgeway Academy aims to ensure that all pupils:   

▪ develop into successful learners who enjoy learning, make progress and 
achieve.   

▪ grow into confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling 
lives   

▪ become responsible citizens who contribute positively to society.  



▪ understand and respond to spoken and written language using a variety of 
different authentic sources.  

▪ speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and 
intonation. The more confident pupils become in speaking their foreign 
language, the easier it will be for them to mimic a native speaker and manipulate 
the language for themselves.  

▪ can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt   

▪ We also aim to encourage pupils to understand and appreciate a range of 
different writing in the language they are studying, so as to broaden their 
literary horizons.  

Implementation –   
In Key Stage 2, students will be exposed to the basics of a language, namely French, in 
order to make progress in understanding its structure, how it is formed and different 
parts of speech. They will learn the different sounds of a language through songs, 
rhymes, poetry and poems. This will help support them grasp how the language works 
in its basic form. Additionally, they will describe people, places things and actions, using 
topics such as describing family, personal descriptions, describing where they live 
(Housing and area) in order to expand their vocabulary and develop their ability to 
understand new words. Furthermore, they will understand key grammar appropriate 
to the language that is being studied, as well as how to conjugate high-frequency verbs. 
This will provide a solid basis from which to start to build sentences, acknowledging 
how these differ or are indeed similar to English.  
In Key Stage 3, students will build on the foundations of language learning laid at key 
stage 2. Teaching focuses on developing the breadth and depth of pupils’ competence 
in listening, speaking, reading and writing, based on a sound foundation of core 
grammar and vocabulary, which students have started to be exposed to in Key Stage 2. 
The curriculum at this stage enables students to understand and communicate 
personal and factual information that goes beyond their immediate needs and 
interests, developing and justifying points of view in speech and writing, with 
increased spontaneity, independence and accuracy. As students become confident in 
their grasp of the language, they start to manipulate the language more for themselves, 
applying core grammar concepts to new situations, which enables them to become 
more spontaneous in their speaking and writing of that language. It should provide 
suitable preparation for further study.  
In Key Stage 4, students have the option to further enhance and develop their 
language skills by embarking on the AQA GCSE qualification in French or German. 
Students will be able to speak, write and interpret texts, as well as listening recordings 
on a wide range of different topics, from global issues, such as environmental issues to 
talking about future plans and a range of future career paths. Furthermore, students 
will demonstrate an increasing ability to speak and write spontaneously on the 
aforementioned topics, feeling more confident to manipulate verbs and languages for 
themselves, allowing for more spontaneity and a natural approach to speaking, writing 
and interpreting that language  
Impact –   
KS2 – By the end of Key Stage 2, students will be able to do the following:   



▪ listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in 
and responding  

▪ explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and 
link the spelling, sound and meaning of words  

▪ speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language 
structures  

▪ present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences  
▪ read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  

▪ appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  
▪ broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words 

that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a 
dictionary  

▪ write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to 
express ideas clearly  

▪ describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing  
▪ understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, 

including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the 
conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features; how to apply these, for 
instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to 
English  

KS3 – By the end of Key Stage 3, students will be able to do the following:  

▪ More confident in speaking, using more complex structures across the 3 main 
verb tenses (Present, Past, Future)  

▪ Can pick out key information from a reading text  
▪ Interpret a listening task in the foreign language, pull out key information and 

summarise in English and some French.  
▪ Can produce more extended writing in the foreign language, using a variety of 

different structures, more complex opinion phrases and different verb tenses.  

▪ You justify your opinions with more complex reasons, using extended 
sentences.  

KS4 – By the end of Key Stage 4, students will be able to do the following:  

▪ Confident with manipulation of a variety of verb tenses in written and verbal 
responses  

▪ Demonstrate clear intonation and pronunciation of more complex words/ 
phrases  

▪ Spontaneity is well developed in speaking and responses to more complex 
questions are attempted with increasing degrees of grammatical accuracy.  

▪ Independence in attempting reading and translation tasks. Applying rules of 
how to interpret a more complex reading task (Use of what you know 
to infer meaning and work out unknown words/ phrases in a text); Same rule 
applies to listening tasks  

▪ Well-developed answers and understanding for a variety of topics (Official 
Oral exam preparation)  



▪ Confidence in answering a variety of speaking and writing questions across all 
topics covered for the GCSE)  

 


