
AQA – GCSE English Language – Exam Guide – Paper 1 / Paper 2 

 

 

 
 

 

Assessment Objectives / Description 

AO1 - Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. 

- Select and synthesise evidence from different texts. 

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views. 

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are conveyed, across two or more texts. 

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references. 

AO5 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting tone, style and register for 
different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise information and ideas, using structural and 
grammatical features to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with 
accurate spelling and punctuation.  

 

 

 

PAPER 1 - Explorations in Creative Reading & Writing (1 Hour 45 Minutes) 

Q Assessment Objective Marks Approximate Time (Minutes) 

Allow approximately 10 minutes for reading the extract / annotating. 

1 AO1 (Information Retrieval) 4 5 

2 AO2 (Language / Structure) 8 10 

3 AO2 (Language / Structure) 8 10 

4 AO4 (Evaluate / Select Details) 20 20 

5 AO5 / AO6 (Choice of Q – Creative) 24 (AO5) + 16 (AO6) = 40 45 

Allow 5 minutes for carefully checking over your work. 

 

 

 

PAPER 2 - Writers’ Viewpoints & Perspectives (1 Hour 45 Minutes) 

Q Assessment Objective Marks Approximate Time (Minutes) 

Allow approximately 10 minutes for reading the two extracts / annotating. 

1 AO1 (Information Retrieval - A) 4 5 

2 AO1 (Summarise - A & B) 8 10 

3 AO2 (Language - A OR B) 12 12 

4 AO3 (Ideas / Perspectives - A & B) 16 18 

5 AO5 / AO6 (Argue / Persuade)  24 (AO5) + 16 (AO6) = 40 45 

Allow 5 minutes for carefully checking over your work. 

 

 

 

 

This concise guide provides you with a breakdown of each question for AQA’s GCSE English Language Paper 1 and 

Paper 2, including: approximate exam timings, assessment objectives, helpful tips and useful sentence starters. 

 



PAPER 1 – Q1 4 Marks 5 Minutes AO1 – Information Retrieval Write 4 lines 

 
SAMPLE QUESTION:  
Read again the first part of the source, lines 1 to 7.   
List four things from this part of the text about the weather. 
 

TIPS: Highlight 4 phrases on the extract (linked to question).  Only focus on specified lines (e.g. lines 1 to 7).  
Stick to the lines provided in the answer booklet. 

 
1   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

PAPER 1 – Q2 8 Marks 10 Minutes AO2 – Language / Structural Analysis (PEEL) Write 1 ½ Sides 

 
SAMPLE QUESTION:  
Look in detail at this extract [ALSO INCLUDED IN ANSWER BOOKLET] from lines 8 to 18 of the source. 
How does the writer use language here to describe the effects of the weather? 
You could include the writer’s choice of: 

• Words and phrases (verb / adjective / adverb / noun) 

• Language features and techniques (metaphor / simile / personification / onomatopoeia / alliteration)  

• Sentence forms (simple / compound / complex) 
 

TIPS: Highlight key phrases on the extract (linked to question).  Only focus on specified lines (e.g. lines 8 to 20). 
Each point must be supported by a quote: For instance / example “………………………………………” 

 
- The writer’s use of the (verb / adjective / adverb / noun) “…………………..” implies / presents / depicts … 
- The listing of (language technique e.g. adjectives) demonstrates / indicates …  
- The writer’s choice of the word “…………………..” shows / signifies / highlights … 
- The use of the (metaphor / simile / personification / alliteration / onomatopoeia) suggests / infers that … 
- The use of the (simple / compound / complex sentence) conveys the idea that … 
- It could be argued that the phrase “…………………..” foreshadows … 
- “…………………..” creates a sense of foreboding … 
- The use of (punctuation type) portrays the idea that … 
- “…………………..” generates a negative / positive tone that … 
- The repetition of “…………………..” reveals … 
- The phrase “…………………..” emphasises / reinforces / mirrors / augments … 
- The writer appears to draw upon the conventions of the ………………….. genre, because …………………… 
 

 

 

PAPER 1 – Q3 8 Marks 10 Minutes AO2 – Structural / Some Language Analysis (PEEL) Write 1 ½ Sides 

 
SAMPLE QUESTION:  
You now need to think about the whole of the source.  This text is from the [start / middle / end] of the [story]. 
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 
You could write about: 

• What the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning 

• How or why the writer changes this focus as the source develops 

• Any other structural features that interest you. 
 

TIPS: Highlight key phrases on the whole text (linked to question).  Identify mainly structural devices.  
Each point must be supported by a quote: For instance / example “………………………………………” 



 
- The initial structurally important / significant device is …   
- At the beginning / start of the text, the writer establishes time / place in order to … 
- The first part of the text draws the reader’s attention to … 
- The setting / place (state where) creates the impression that … 
- It is written in the (first / third) person perspective, which suggests that … 
- The first character the writer introduces is (state who) because …  The second character …  
- The writer gets the reader to identify with ……………… character by …  
- The structural device of (time / era) is used to show …  
- Undoubtedly, (suspense / creating a problem / conflict) is a structural technique used to show … 
- Certainly, (movement / pace) is signalled by … 
- Indeed, (dialogue / speech) widens the scope of the text and creates tension.  This is apparent when … 
- The (motif / theme / reoccurring idea) of ………… signifies … 
- The repetition of “…………” demonstrates … 
- The use of interrogatives (questions: how / why) indicates … 
- The writer deliberately shifts the point of view (perspective) from ………… to ………… 
- The extract’s perspective from (e.g. inside) to (e.g. outside) which impacts the tone / mood (e.g. melancholic). 
- The writer combines external actions with internal thoughts.  For instance, “…………”. 
- At the end of the text, the writer leaves the reader speculating ………… (Compare opening to ending). 
- The text’s focus shifts / narrows from (place / person / time) to ………… so that the reader … 
- The text is divided into … 
- Later, the reader is taken back to ………… in order to … 
- The extract has a cyclical (circular) structure (returns to beginning at the end).  For example, “…………”. 
- The writer positions the key sentence “…………”, which reveals … 
- The end of the texts hints at the resolution / solution to the problem / conflict, because … 
 

 

 

PAPER 1 – Q4 20 Marks 20 Minutes AO4 – Evaluate / Language Analysis (PEEL) Write 2 ½ Sides 

 
SAMPLE QUESTION:  
Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the Source from line 19 to the end. 
A student, having read this section of the text said, “The writer brings the very different characters to life for 
the reader.  It is as if you are inside the coach with them.” 
To what extent do you agree? 
In your response, you could: 

• Write about your own impressions of the characters 

• Evaluate how the writer has created these impressions 

• Support your opinions with references to the text. 
 

TIPS: Highlight key phrases on the extract (linked to question).  Only focus on specified lines (e.g. lines 19 to the 
end).  Each point must be supported by a quote: For instance / example “………………………………………” 

 
- The writer’s use of the (verb / adjective / adverb / noun) “…………………..” implies / presents / depicts … 
- The listing of (language technique e.g. adjectives) demonstrates / indicates …  
- The writer’s choice of the word “…………………..” shows / signifies / highlights … 
- The use of the (metaphor / simile / personification / alliteration / onomatopoeia) suggests / infers that … 
- The use of the (simple / compound / complex sentence) conveys the idea that … 
- It could be argued that the phrase “…………………..” foreshadows … 
- “…………………..” creates a sense of foreboding … 
- The use of (punctuation type) portrays the idea that … 
- “…………………..” generates a negative / positive tone that … 
- The repetition of “…………………..” reveals … 
- The phrase “…………………..” emphasises / reinforces / mirrors / augments … 
- The writer appears to draw upon the conventions of the ………………….. genre, because …………………… 
 



PAPER 1 – Q5 40 Marks 45 Minutes AO5 / AO6 – Creative Writing Write 3 Sides 

 
SAMPLE QUESTION:  
You are going to enter a creative writing competition.   
Your entry will be judged by a panel of people of your own age. 
Either: Write a description suggested by this picture: [SEE PICTURE INSERT] 
Or: Write the opening part of a story, about a place that is affected by the weather. 
 

TIPS: Only respond to ONE PART of this question.  The opening of your response needs to be original and grip 
the reader (examiner) – avoid clichés.  Similarly, the ending needs to be interesting and thought-provoking. 

 
Picture question: 

- Circle key areas on the picture you could write about. 
- Aim to zoom in and out of the different aspects of the picture.  The key word in the question is 

‘suggested’; therefore, you can use your own imagination and creativity to support the task. 
- Preferably, write in the third person perspective. 
- Try to avoid writing a narrative (story) for this question. 

 
Story question: 

- Prepare stock settings / characters / descriptions / literary techniques in advance of the exam, which 
could be universally applied. 

- Carefully map out a basic structure for the story: beginning (introduce setting / character), rising action 
(incident), climax (key event / problem), falling action (attempts to resolve conflict / problem), resolution 
(final outcome). 

- Keep characters to a minimum (approximately two).  This will keep your response more focused.  
- Try to avoid too much dialogue (speech) – if any.  This can detract from the story’s quality. 
- Can write in the first or third person perspective.  

 
Skills required for both parts: 

- Plan briefly before writing (mind map / bullet points).  This will help organise your thoughts.   
- Keep the response concise (succinct).  Write approximately three sides – depending on handwriting size. 
- Be original / creative with your approach. 
- Use imaginative / ambitious vocabulary.  Develop a glossary of interesting (universal) words / phrases that 

you could learn in advance.  
- Vary literary devices (metaphor / simile / personification / alliteration / onomatopoeia etc.). 
- Vary sentence types (simple, compound and complex). 
- Vary paragraph length.  Aim to write at least six paragraphs.  One or two sentence paragraphs can show 

you have consciously structured your writing. 
- Vary punctuation types.  Look for opportunities to use more advanced punctuation (semi colons / colons / 

dashes). 
- Check spellings carefully. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PAPER 2 – Q1 4 Marks 5 Minutes AO1 – Information Retrieval (Source A) Shade 4 boxes 

 
SAMPLE QUESTION:  
Read again the first part of the source, lines 1 to 9.   
Choose four statements below which are TRUE. 
 

TIPS: Highlight 4 TRUE or FALSE phrases on extract A (linked to question).  Only focus on specified lines (e.g. 
lines 1 to 9).  Sometimes the phrases are confusing – re-read the statements carefully before shading. 

 
A   _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B   _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
C   _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D   _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E   _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
F   _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
G   _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
H   _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

PAPER 2 – Q2 8 Marks 10 Minutes AO1 – Summarise (Source A & B) Write 1 ½ Sides 

 
SAMPLE QUESTION:  
You need to refer to Source A and Source B for this question. 
Both Sources give details about the places where the events occur. 
Use details from both Sources to write a summary of the differences between Aberfan and London. 
 

TIPS: Highlight key phrases (similarities / differences) on extracts (linked to question).  Focus on whole extracts. 
Each point must be supported by a quote: For instance / example “………………………………………”.  Find obvious 
(explicit) and more subtle (implicit) points.  Use connectives / conjunctions to link the two extracts. 

 
- NO introduction / conclusion necessary. 
- DO NOT quote large amounts. 
- DO NOT write in note form. 
- This response will be mainly in your own words.  But you should still use key phrases (quotes) to support your 
points.  Concise (small) embedded quotes are preferable.  
- Aim to find 10 points (5 in each extract). 
- Just focus on what the question is asking – you are NOT summarising the whole of each extract. 
- Helpful connectives: However, Although, Yet, Alternatively, In contrast, On the contrary, On the other hand, 
Whereas, Nonetheless, Nevertheless, Moreover, Furthermore, In addition, Similarly, Equally, Significantly, 
Crucially, Notably, Evidently, Certainly, Clearly, Essentially, Fundamentally, Ultimately. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PAPER 2 – Q3 12 Marks 12 Minutes AO2 – Language Analysis (PEEL) (Source A OR B) Write 2 Sides 

 
SAMPLE QUESTION:  
You now need to refer only to Source A from lines 27 to 40. 
How does the writer use language to describe the coal tips? 
 

TIPS: Highlight key phrases on extract (A OR B - linked to question).  Only focus on specified lines (e.g. lines 19 
to the end).  Each point must be supported by a quote: For instance / example “………………………………………” 

 
- The writer’s use of the (verb / adjective / adverb / noun) “…………………..” implies / presents / depicts … 
- The listing of (language technique e.g. adjectives) demonstrates / indicates …  
- The writer’s choice of the word “…………………..” shows / signifies / highlights … 
- The use of the (metaphor / simile / personification / alliteration / onomatopoeia) suggests / infers that … 
- The use of the (simple / compound / complex sentence) conveys the idea that … 
- It could be argued that the phrase “…………………..” foreshadows … 
- “…………………..” creates a sense of foreboding … 
- The use of (punctuation type) portrays the idea that … 
- “…………………..” generates a negative / positive tone that … 
- The repetition of “…………………..” reveals … 
- The phrase “…………………..” emphasises / reinforces / mirrors / augments … 
- The writer appears to draw upon the conventions of the ………………….. genre, because …………………… 
 

 

 

PAPER 2 – Q4 16 Marks 18 Minutes AO3 – Ideas / Perspectives (Sources A & B) Write 2 ½ Sides 

 
SAMPLE QUESTION:  
For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A, together with the whole of Source B. 
To what extent do you agree? 
In your answer, you could: 

• Compare their different ideas and perspectives 

• Compare the methods they use to convey their ideas and perspectives 

• Support your response with references to both text. 
 

TIPS: Highlight key phrases on BOTH extracts (linked to question).  Focus on whole extracts.   
Each point must be supported by a quote: For instance / example “………………………………………” 

 
- The writer of Source … seems empathetic / passionate / forthright / assertive / formal / positive / optimistic / 
reflective / introspective / negative / bitter / frustrated / melancholic / biased / cynical / derogatory / judgemental 
/ scornful / informal / humorous / witty. 
- The (verb / adjective / adverb / noun) “…………………..” implies / suggests … 
- The (language technique e.g. listing of three adjectives) highlights …  
- The writer’s choice of the word “…………………..” signifies / demonstrates … 
- The use of (metaphor / simile / personification / alliteration / onomatopoeia)  indicates that … 
- The use of (simple / compound / complex sentence) conveys the idea that … 
- The use of (punctuation type) portrays the idea that … 
- It could be argued that the emotive phrase “…………………..” shows the writer’s ………………….. perspective. 
- “…………………..” generates a negative / positive tone that shows … 
- The rhetorical question “…………………..” signifies … 
- Direct address is used when the writer of Source … states “…………………..”.  This emphasises … 
- The anecdote “…………………..” signals … 
- The repetition of “…………………..” demonstrates … 
- The use of the statistic “…………………..” infers that … 
- The reference to “…………………..” reveals the writer’s view … 
- The word “…………………..” has positive / negative connotations, which indicates … 
- The phrase “…………………..” reinforces / mirrors / augments … 



- One method / technique used by the writer of Source … is exaggeration / hyperbole, when stating “………………….” 
- Helpful connectives: However, Although, Yet, Alternatively, In contrast, On the contrary, On the other hand, 
Whereas, Nonetheless, Nevertheless, Moreover, Furthermore, In addition, Similarly, Equally, Significantly, 
Crucially, Notably, Evidently, Certainly, Clearly, Essentially, Fundamentally, Ultimately. 
 

 

 

PAPER 2 – Q5 40 Marks 45 Minutes AO5 / AO6 – Argue / Persuasive Writing Write 3 Sides 

 
SAMPLE QUESTION:  
‘Floods, earthquakes, hurricanes and landslides – we see more and more reports of environmental disasters 
affecting the world and its people every day.’ 
Write the text of a speech for a debate at your school or college in which you persuade young people to take 
more responsibility for protecting the environment. 
 

TIPS: Question is usually linked to the Sources in Section A, which may help shape your ideas.  The opening of 
your response needs to be original and grip the audience (examiner) – avoid clichés.  Similarly, the ending needs 
to be interesting and thought-provoking. 

 
Plan: 

- Structure your response carefully, before responding to the question.   
- Write a 6-8 bullet point plan, or mind map. 
- Aim to include a range of persuasive techniques: DA FFORREST Q. 

 
Persuasive techniques: 

- Direct address (you…) 
- Anecdotes (short supporting story) 
- Facts (something true – but can make this up in the exam) 
- Figurative language (metaphors, similes etc.) 
- Opinions (point of view) 
- Rhetorical questions (no answer needed) 
- Repetition (repeat word / phrase) 
- Exaggeration / Hyperbole (make sound better / worse) 
- Emotive language (impact reader’s feelings) 
- Statistics (% / fraction) 
- Tripartite / rule of three (three descriptions in a row) 
- Quotes from experts (professional views – you can make these up in the exam) 

 
Skills required: 

- Keep the response concise (succinct).  Write approximately three sides – depending on handwriting size. 
- Be original / creative with your approach. 
- Use imaginative / ambitious vocabulary.  Develop a glossary of persuasive (universal) words / phrases that 

you could learn in advance.  
- Vary persuasive / literary devices. 
- Vary sentence types (simple, compound and complex). 
- Vary paragraph length.  Aim to write at least six paragraphs.  One or two sentence paragraphs can show 

you have consciously structured your writing. 
- Vary punctuation types.  Look for opportunities to use more advanced punctuation (semi colons / colons / 

dashes). 
- Check spellings carefully. 

 

 

 

 

 

www.poetryessay.co.uk 




