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Dear Year 8 pupils.
Welcome to the Key Stage 4 course guide for September 2019.
There have been a number of recent national changes for pupils approaching Year 9, so please
make sure that you read “The Current National Situation” before considering subjects.
Parents/carers may be aware of “English Baccalaureate” and how this standard can be met. A high
proportion of you will follow an English Baccalaureate programme by choosing to study a modern
foreign language (i.e. French, German or Spanish), plus either history or geography, in addition to
English, mathematics and science which are studied as part of our compulsory offer. Your route to
GCSEs and other qualifications will be a three-year programme starting in Year 9.
There have been several recent changes in GCSE qualifications, not least the gradual reduction of
coursework. In most subjects, especially GCSEs, assessment is carried out through end of course
exams in the main. Alongside this, pupils may complete lesson based tasks called ‘controlled
assessments’ which contribute to the overall grade. Some subjects, for example those in the
technology department, retain the use of larger coursework projects for assessment purposes.
We offer a range of BTEC and other National Certificates, which are a little more practical in
content. These qualifications still require pupils to sit final exams but also have coursework
elements. The type of course you choose really depends on how you learn best and what interests
you most.
We are keenly aware that you have invested a lot of your time to date in education and we now
want to ensure that each and every young person will leave Ridgeway with the qualifications which
will give the best possible chance of progression and employment in the future. We have provided
guidance to the pathway that we feel will offer the right route for you.
All pathways allow pupils to achieve 8 or more good passes (5 or better) at GCSE or equivalent
including English and mathematics, thus meeting the expectations of colleges, employers and
universities. The vast majority of our pupils should be able to achieve considerably more than this.
We will give you all every encouragement to do so.

We will confirm final choices in the summer term.

Mike Bennett
Head Teacher
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The Current National Situation
Recent changes mean that there will be very few modular exams (none at all in many
subjects) during the courses your daughter/son will take. Instead, almost all exams must
now be taken at the end of Year 11. In a number of subjects ‘controlled assessments’ will
continue – we will publish a calendar for the main dates as soon as we possibly can.

1. More end of course exams
This will mean that there will be a heavy exam commitment at the end of Year 11 in the
summer of 2022. It also means that there will not be opportunities to re-sit papers as there
might have been in previous years.

2. English Baccalaureate
More pupils are being encouraged to follow courses in subject areas that lead to a new
qualification, the English Baccalaureate. The subjects are:






English
Mathematics
Combined or Triple Science
Foreign Language
Geography or History
In order to gain the English Baccalaureate qualification, you must gain at least a grade 5 in
all of these 5 subject areas. This pathway is now regarded as the ‘gold standard’ nationally
and contains a balance of subjects.
Our advice is that those who have been recommended to study this route should strongly
consider the considerable intellectual and progression benefits of doing so.

3. Changes to GCSE grades
By the summer of 2022, all of GCSE subjects will have switched to number grading. The table
below shows the equivalences of the old letter grades and the new numerical scores. Further
information can be found on our website under our progress/tracking pupil progress.

Letter Grade

New Number
Grade

A*
A
B

8 and 9
7
6

B/C
C
D/E
E/F
F/G

5
4
3
2
1

4

4. BTEC/Nationals Certificates
These courses now have examination content in the main and are, arguably, more
challenging than they were in previous years. The project work element of some of the
courses means that they are suitable for a broad range of pupils. From September these
courses will contain an externally assessed unit (examination).
BTEC/National courses will be equivalent to one GCSE. Though these courses are not included
in the English Baccalaureate standard, they may be completed alongside it.

5. Controlled Conditions Assessments
These have replaced coursework in most subjects. They are completed in school although
pupils can, and should, prepare for them at home. Dates for Key Stage 4 pupils will be
available on the school website and we will provide you with important subject deadlines.
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Ridgeway Study Pathways 2019-2022
Our subject choice pathways have been designed to give you the maximum chance of
successful progression into education post-16 and then into employment in the future. In
devising these pathways, we have taken advice into account from universities, employers
and the government. At this crucial time, we now want to ensure that you take full
advantage of the years that have been invested in education and ensure that each young
person can go on to obtain a range of high quality qualifications which will be of maximum
benefit into the future.
Core Subjects
Please note that the following course subjects are compulsory:
 English (this will include English Literature also)
 Mathematics
 Combined Science (some pupils may complete a Triple Science course)
 Physical Education – Compulsory (Non-exam)
 PDC – Personal Development Curriculum: This includes PSHE, Citizenship and
Religious education (non-exam)
Study Pathway A – Academic Route/English Baccalaureate
This is a pathway which is suited to those who want to progress onto ‘A’ Level study at Sixth
Form (also known as level 3 study) post-16. In addition to the compulsory offer of English,
mathematics and science, you will opt to study one language and one humanities subject
(from geography or history). Pupil taking study Pathway A must take triple science as a
compulsory option. You then have a free choice of one subject (plus two reserves), from
the remaining subjects. If you would like to study more than two options, then additional
time/flexibility in the timetable may be found in special circumstances. This pathway will
open up excellent study options at Sixth Form which will then lead to high quality university
applications or employment.
Study Pathway B - English Baccalaureate
This is a pathway which is suited to those who also want to progress onto ‘A’ Level study at
Sixth Form (also known as level 3 study) post-16. In addition to compulsory subject study,
you will choose either history or geography and a language. Pupils then have a free choice
of two subjects (plus two reserves), from the remaining subjects. If you would like to study
more than two options, then additional time/flexibility in the timetable may be found in
special circumstances. This pathway will open up study possibilities at Sixth Form, which
will then lead to high quality university applications or onto employment following
successful Sixth Form study.
Study Pathway C - Vocational
The compulsory curriculum is English GCSE (language and literature), mathematics GCSE,
double science GCSE, PDC (Personal Development Curriculum) and core PE. You will choose
between CoPE (Certificate of Personal Effectiveness)/ ECDL and or BTEC First Animal Care.
In addition, you have a free choice of two subjects (plus two reserves), from the remaining
subjects. You will take part in work placements that relate to and support your studies. We
will attempt to give you your top four choices. You also develop employability and study
skills that will support your future career and education in Study Pathway C.

All Study Pathways
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In every pathway you will be asked to choose subjects. Sometimes this will be a choice
between two subjects, sometimes it will be a longer list. Please remember that you
should aim to select a range of subjects that will give you the best chance of progress
post-16 and then into Higher Education or employment when you are 18+. You will need
to keep as many options as possible open into the future. You will also select two reserve
options; in case we cannot meet all of your preferred choices.
You should discuss your plans with your form teacher, subject teachers,
support/pastoral staff, and of course your parents/carers. Careers advice will be
advertised to pupils throughout the process.
Important dates to note are:
17th January Year 8 Options Evening, 6 pm – 7:30 pm. An opportunity to meet subject
teachers to discuss possible choices.
4th February: Assembly for Year 8 (Study Pathways process)
11th February Guided option form is due in.
We will do as much as possible to help pupils follow suitable courses. However, there
are always practical limits in any school. It is also possible that the government may issue
new guidelines during the next few months and we will of course keep parents/carers
and pupils up to date with any further national changes.
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SOME QUESTIONS PUPILS ASK
Why do I have to choose?
The GCSE and vocational courses in Key Stage 4 need to be studied in more detail than the course
you are currently following and this takes more time. Therefore, you will need to study fewer
subjects and spend more time on them.
Why do I have to choose from this set of subjects?

You need a broad and balanced education to prepare you for the full range of opportunities
in education or work at 16+. In addition to this consideration, the National Curriculum sets
down requirements for you to study at this stage in your school career.

Can I change my mind later?

The subjects you choose are for the next three years. We expect everyone to complete their
courses once they have decided on them. This means fulfilling the requirements of the
examination syllabus including completion of coursework and sitting the final examination.
Therefore, it is very important that the right choice is made at the outset. As a result, we ask
you to spend quite a long time considering your decisions. It is only in exceptional
circumstances that you are permitted to change your courses once you have begun in
September. Some subjects will be full and a change to one of these at a later date will be
impossible. Please bear that in mind.
How should I choose?

To make a good decision you need to take into account:






Your level of achievement in your current courses
Your future potential in each subject
Your interests
Your future career plans
The appropriateness of the Course

You must not consider:



What your friends are doing
Which teacher you like
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Will I have to do more homework and independent study?

Yes. You will have to spend more time on homework for each subject as the courses you
are following involve more independent study. Regular work at school and home and good
study habits will be essential to relieve the pressure and help you to achieve success.
Will I definitely have all the subjects I ask for?

The majority of you will be allocated the selection of courses you have chosen. However,
when we divide the subjects into three bands this does affect our ability to support all groups
effectively. This affects only a few of you and we will do everything within our power to offer
the first and second preferences you make in this option. It is, however, very important to
consider your third/fourth choice carefully as we may, in a very few circumstances, have to
use these choices.
Somebody said if there aren’t enough pupils opting for a subject, it will not run. Is this true?

Yes - obviously we cannot run a course for just a handful of you although we will endeavor
to run as many as possible. This would cost too much and it would not be fair to the
subjects that have class sizes approaching thirty. If an option closes due to insufficient
numbers your third preference would be used.
How many examination subjects can I take at the end of Year 11?

This will vary depending on which route you follow. Most will have an entitlement to nine
GCSEs or equivalent accredited subjects but some of you will take more, for example Triple
Scientists.
English counts as two subjects, one for Language and one for Literature. Science is a double
or triple award (two or three GCSEs). Each of your options count as one subject. Everyone
studies Mathematics and this is a single award for most. If you add this up, most people take
9 ,10 or 11 subjects.
Most colleges and Further Education establishments require 5 or 6 good grades to get onto
a college course so all will have a sufficient number of subjects to apply for post -16
courses.
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RIDGEWAY ACADEMY

Study Pathway A – Academic/English Baccalaureate
This is our most academic route for those of you who are aiming for up to 12 GCSEs. It offers an
excellent balance of English, Maths and Science with the addition of a language and Humanities
subject. Two additional free choices should be available in Option Block 3.






Compulsory
English Language and English Literature
Mathematics
Triple Science
Core PE
PDC- Personal Development Curriculum (PSHE/RE)

Block 1
Choose one
GCSE from:

Block 2
Choose
one GCSE
from:

History or
Geography

French or
German

Option Block 3
Choose 2 from Option 2 and we will endeavour to allocate your top
choice:
Option 1
Option 2 (Choose 1 and 1
reserve)
Triple Science GCSE
French GCSE
(Compulsory)
Spanish GCSE
Geography GCSE
Art and Design GCSE
Physical Education GCSE
Drama GCSE
Computer Science GCSE
Sociology GCSE
History GCSE

Choose one subject from block 1, one subject from block 2 and two subjects from block 3. We
will attempt to allocate one of your preferences in block 3. Please let us know if you wish to
study a different subject and we will attempt to incorporate this into our options.
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RIDGEWAY ACADEMY

Study Pathway B - English Baccalaureate
This is a good academic route for those of you who are aiming for up to 10 GCSEs. This route
offers a mix of academic subjects with the addition of two additional choices from Block 3.
Compulsory
 English Language and English Literature
 Mathematics
 Combined Science Trilogy
 Core PE
 PDC- Personal Development Curriculum (PSHE/RE)
Block 1
Block 2
Option Block 3
Choose one
Choose
Choose two from Option 1 and two from option 2 from the
GCSE from:
one
following list and we will endeavour to allocate your top two:
GCSE
Option 1
Option 2
from:
(Choose 1 and 1 reserve)
(Choose 1 and 1 reserve)
History GCSE
German GCSE
History or
French,
French GCSE
French GCSE
Geography
Spanish
Geography GCSE
Geography GCSE
or
Music GCSE
Drama GCSE
German Design Technology GCSE
Physical Education GCSE
Business Studies GCSE
Art and Design GCSE
European Computer Driving Computer Science GCSE
Licence
Sociology GCSE
Religious Studies GCSE
BTEC First Award in
Media GCSE
Performing Arts
Food & Nutrition GCSE
Certificate of Personal
BTEC First Award in Animal Effectiveness – Level 1
Care
Triple Science (Optional)
Choose one subject from block 1, one subject from block 2 and four subjects from block 3
(two from Option 1 and two from Option 2). We will attempt to allocate two of your
preferences in block 3. Please let us know if you wish to study a different subject and we
will attempt to incorporate this into our options.

11

RIDGEWAY ACADEMY

Study Pathway C - Vocational
This can be either academic or vocational offering you flexibility to choose a route most suited to their
aspirations and strengths.









Compulsory
English Language and English Literature
Mathematics
Combined Science Trilogy
Core PE
PDC- Personal Development Curriculum PSHE/RE
Work Placement
GCSE Catch-up: English/Maths

Block 1
Choose one
from:
ECDL or
BTEC First
Animal
Care

Block 2
Choose one
from:

Block 3 Choose four in preference order from:
Option 1
Option 2
(Choose 1 and 1 reserve)
(Choose 1 and 1 reserve)
History GCSE
GCSE Catch-up: English/Maths
CoPE or
Geography GCSE
(compulsory)
Forest
Music GCSE
School
Design Technology GCSE
Qualification ECDL
Religious Studies GCSE
Media GCSE
Business Studies GCSE
Food & Nutrition GCSE
BTEC First Award in Animal
Care

Choose one subject from block 1, one subject from block 2 and four subjects from block 3
(two from Option 1 and two from Option 2). We will attempt to allocate two of your
preferences in block 3. Please let us know if you wish to study a different subject and we will
attempt to incorporate this into our options.
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Ridgeway Academy - Year 8 Guided Choices Form
Name:

Form group:

Note: Please complete the white boxes in the pathway of your choice.
Show your preference by writing your personalised option choice. 1 being your first choice!
Choose 4 and we will allocate you two.
Pathway

Please tick
Pathway √
Mathematics
English
Science

Modern
Languages
Please Tick √

Study Pathway A
Academic/English
Baccalaureate

Study Pathway B
Academic/ English
Baccalaureate

GCSE

GCSE

GCSE

GCSE Language &
Literature
*Triple Sci: Biology
Chemistry Physics
3 GCSEs
GCSE
(compulsory)

GCSE Language &
Literature
GCSE Combined
Sciences
2 GCSEs

GCSE Language &
Literature
GCSE Combined
Sciences
2 GCSEs

French

French

German
Humanities

Statutory Core
(Not assessed)
Statutory Core
(Not assessed)
Personalised
Option Choice 1

ECDL

Spanish
German

(please tick one – If
you want to study
both then use one
as a personal
option choice)

Study Pathway C
Vocational

Geography

Geography

History

History

BTEC First –
Animal Care
Forest School
Qualification
COPE

PDC

PDC

PDC

PE

PE

PE

*Triple Science
(compulsory)

GCSE Catch-up in
English and Maths
(compulsory)

Personalised
Option Choice 2
Personalised
Option Choice 3
Personalised
Option Choice 4
*If you choose Triple Science then this must take up one of your option choices
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GCSE Learning Blocks in KS4 – 2019-2022

The Learning blocks enable us to timetable options in groups. This means that these blocks are taught at the same time. For
example Block E1 will be taught at the same time. Pupils need to choose options in different bocks to avoid these clashes. If a child
feels strongly about an option choice, we will endeavour to fit this in.
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Compulsory Subjects
English
Mathematics
Sciences
Physical Education
PDC (Personal Development Education)
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Head of Department

Mr L Garwood

Ridgeway Academy
English Language GCSE

Exam Specification

AQA

Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
English is a compulsory subject and all pupils
must study English Language up to GCSE level.
The course will teach you to write and speak
fluently and clearly so that you can communicate
your ideas well. Moreover, it will teach you to
read and listen carefully, so that you can
understand the communications of other people.
English supports and strengthens the skills
required in a variety of other subjects across the
curriculum which demand competency in written
and verbal communication.
A summary of the topics you will study
The syllabus is split into reading and writing,
which are equally weighted in the
examination. Reading tasks will require
analysis of a range of texts: fiction, nonfiction and literary non- fiction sources. These
skills will lead you to be able to complete
critical reading and comprehension, use
inference to base your answer upon and the
ability to justify these with evidence from the
text. You will be required to write using a
narrative or descriptive style. During this topic
of study, you will produce a piece of writing in
which you present your point of view
persuasively. Throughout the course you will
practise these skills, becoming familiar with a
range of texts and becoming more confident
in your analysis of them. You will become
skilled at crafting your own writing for effect,
writing for a range of audiences and using a
range of styles. Developing the intricacy of
your written work will be a key focus area so
that you are consistently able to produce clear
and coherent written text.

Skills you will learn
English Language provides numerous
opportunities to develop your communication
and interpersonal skill. You will develop accuracy
and precision in your written work and become
independent in proof reading and selfcorrection. You will be able to reflect on and
evaluate your work. Being able to evaluate your
work will be an essential and valuable skill.

How you will be assessed
100% external examination: two equally balanced
papers each lasting 1 hour and 45 minutes
There is also a non- examination assessment in
spoken language (speaking and listening).

Progression
After studying GCSE English language, the areas
of progression you could choose to follow are:
A Levels: English Language; English Literature;
English Language complements the study of other
A Level subjects such as English Literature,
Theatre Studies; Media Studies, History, Law and
Psychology.
After further study it can prepare pupils for
careers such as: teaching; writing; literary
criticism; journalism, theatre, public speaking and
the legal profession.

English

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr L Garwood

Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/engl
ish-language-4705
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Head of Department

Mr L Garwood

Ridgeway Academy
English Literature GCSE

Exam Specification

AQA

Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
All pupils study English Literature up to GCSE
level and the course is taught alongside GCSE
English Language. The course is designed to
inspire you to enjoy and appreciate some of the
great works of literature in a variety of forms.
Through reading, you will develop emotionally,
culturally and intellectually. English Literature
supports and strengthens the skills required in
many other subjects across the curriculum which
demand competency and accuracy in critical and
evaluative work and thinking.

A summary of the topics you will study
The syllabus covers the studies of a wide variety
of texts including a play by Shakespeare, a
nineteenth century novel, a modern novel or play
and a collection of themed poetry from 1789
onwards.
Text choices may vary from year to year. Some of
the texts may include:
William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet; William
Golding’s Lord of the Flies; Poetry of Power and
Conflict from the AQA Anthology and Charles
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol.”

Skills you will learn
English Literature provides countless occasions to
develop your communication and inter personal
skills when preparing for examination.
You will develop socially, by learning to
empathise with the different characters about
which you read and to understand their
motivations.
You will also develop accuracy and precision in
your analytical work, understanding how writers
shape and craft their language using a variety of
techniques and the power of imaginative
thinking. Moreover, you will learn how texts are
shaped and structured to support meaning.
How you will be assessed
100% external examination: two exam papers.
Paper 1, lasting for 1 hour and 45 minutes,
provides 40% of the marks for GCSE while paper
2, lasting for 2 hours 15 minutes, comprises 60%
of the GCSE.
Progression
GCSE English Literature can lead you into an array
of different directions ranging from:
A Levels: English Language; English Literature;
Theatre Studies, Media Studies, History, Law and
Psychology.
After further studies it can prepare you for
careers such as: teaching; writing; literary
criticism; journalism, theatre, public speaking and
the legal profession.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr L Garwood
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/
english-literature-8702
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Head of Department

Mr N Hayward

Ridgeway Academy
Mathematics GCSE

Exam Specification

Edexcel

Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
At GCSE level, maths is a compulsory subject
which is fundamental to the majority of career
paths.
Mathematics teaches you logical thought, a
methodical approach and good problem solving
skills. Pupils are being encouraged now to
consider taking maths at A level as it is favoured
by many universities, regardless of future career
plans. Maths also earns you more money! Studies
have shown that young people with A level maths
earn 10% more than their counterparts. A
shortage of highly numerate candidates in the
jobs market means employers pay a premium for
the problem solving and number crunching skills
of mathematicians. Maths makes you desirable!
This is probably one of the most marketable
qualifications in terms of acceptability. It is
difficult to think of any course/career where it
would not be welcomed in combination with
other subjects. Regardless of the plans you have
for the future, you will use maths every day of
your life.
A summary of the topics you will study
The course covers all aspects of mathematics
from the four main areas of number, algebra,
geometry and statistics. You should expect to
cover a variety of topics but many of them are
linked and these links will help you to gain a
better understanding of the work.
Functional skills are tested specifically within the
examination papers so it will be important that
you are able to develop independent thinking to
decide which mathematical techniques you need
to use and apply these in a variety of contexts.
You will also be expected to justify and give
mathematical reasons for your answers on a
regular basis.

Skills you will learn
The course is split into 3 assessment objectives,
each of which contains specific topics. You will
learn how to use and apply standard techniques,
reason, interpret and communicate
mathematically and solve problems within
mathematics and in other contexts.
How you will be assessed
The subject is examined by 3 equally weighted
written papers and there are 2 tiers, Foundation
or Higher. Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes in
length and 2 of these papers require the use of a
scientific calculator.
Progression
After completing your GCSE course, should you
wish to carry on studying mathematics after
Ridgeway, there are many options available to
you. You may choose to do A/AS level
Mathematics, City & Guilds - level 3 certificate in
using and applying mathematics, OCR - level 3
certificates in quantitative problem solving and
quantitative reasoning, Pearson Edexcel - level 3
certificate in mathematics in context, AQA - level
3 certificate in mathematical studies, or WJEC
Eduqas - level 3 certificate in mathematics for
work and life.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr N Hayward
Link to exam board
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualificati
ons/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
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Head of Department

Miss C Price

Ridgeway Academy
Triple Science GCSE

Exam Specification

AQA
Skills you will learn
GCSE (Separate
Sciences)

This course is in addition to the compulsory
timetabled Combined Science: Trilogy. It really is
aimed at those of you who have a desire and flair
to study science at an advanced level. The extra
content that makes up each GCSE separate
science course provides an individual GCSE in
each Science subject. The additional concepts are
mainly concepts that are found in A Level
courses. This is one of the reasons that pupils
who study triple science find the transition to A
Level science a little easier.

The study of separate science further develops
your understanding of the world and increases
your capacity to apply abstract concepts. It also
gives a greater confidence in questioning and
challenging the way scientific issues in everyday
life are presented and gives the individual a
more informed opinion about many real life
topical issues.
Through the exploration of Science, you learn
how to be precise in your descriptions,
confident in your data analysis, effective in
problem solving and precise in the recall of
knowledge and facts. These skills are highly
prized and easily transferable to many future
applications.

A summary of the topics you will study

How you will be assessed

The compulsory KS4 material is studied in more
depth together with several new topics.
Biology: Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection and
Response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and
Response, Inheritance, Variation and Evolution.
Chemistry: Atomic Structure and the Periodic table,
Bonding, Structure and the Properties of Matter,
Quantitative Chemistry, Chemical Changes, Energy
Changes, The rate and Extent of Chemical Change,
Organic Chemistry, Chemical Analysis, Chemistry of
the Atmosphere. Using Resources
Physics: Forces, Energy, Waves, Electricity,
Magnetism and Electromagnetism, Particle Model
of Matter, Atomic Structure. Space Physics.

The GCSE grade awarded in all three Science
subjects is based upon examination performance.
There are two different examination papers for
each separate GCSE: Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. Each component of the separate sciences
has two examinations each lasting 1 hour 45 mins.
There are therefore 6 examinations in total. There
will be 2 tiers of paper: Foundation (1-5) and
Higher (4-9).

Qualification
Why you study this course

Progression
Triple Science is the most comprehensive preparation
for those who may want to progress onto Science A
Levels. From experience, we know that the pupils
who have done triple science have coped best with
the demands of A Level study. If you are already
thinking about careers in science-based jobs, then it is
definitely worth considering taking separate Science
GCSEs. Most top universities prefer applicants for
Science subjects to have taken the Triple Award
option at GCSE, but this is not compulsory. It is
particularly suitable for those who are interested in
scientific or technical careers e.g. medicine,
midwifery, nursing, engineering, forensics, electrician,
laboratory work, physiotherapy, Royal Navy, teaching
and auto designers.

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Miss C Price
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
/biology-8461
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
/chemistry-8462
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
/physics-8463
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Head of Department

Miss C Price

Ridgeway Academy
Combined Science Trilogy GCSE

Exam Specification

AQA

Qualification

GCSE (Combined
Science: Trilogy)

Skills you will learn

Why you study this course
It remains a national priority that all pupils should
have a good grasp of Science, so that they can
make sense of the increasingly scientific and
technological world we live in. You will,
therefore, have a common grounding and
experience of Science, preparing you for the
applications of Science that we all experience in
our lives.
A summary of the topics you will study
Biology: Cell biology, Organisation, Infection and
Response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and
Response, Inheritance, Variation and Evolution,
Ecology.
Chemistry: Atomic Structure and the Periodic
Table, Bonding Structure and Properties of
Matter, Quantitative Chemistry, Chemical
Changes, Energy Changes, The Rate and Extent of
Chemical Change, Organic Chemistry, Chemical
Analysis, Chemistry of the Atmosphere, Using
Resources.

Physics: Energy, Electricity, Particle Model
and Matter, Atomic Structure, Forces, Waves,
Magnetism and Electromagnets.

The study of science links pupils’ practical
experience of the world to ideas that explain
them. It satisfies curiosity about phenomena
with explanations and initiates critical and
creative thought. Through the exploration of
Science, pupils learn how scientific ideas
contribute to technological changes.

How you will be assessed
There are six different examination papers for each
science subject. These are 1 hour 15 mins each.
There will be 2 tiers of paper: Foundation (1-5) and
Higher (4-9).

Progression
GCSE Science is one of the most commonly desired
entry requirements for many college courses. It is
particularly suitable for those who are interested in
scientific or technical careers e.g. medicine,
midwifery, nursing, engineering, forensics,
electrician, laboratory work, physiotherapy, Royal
Navy, teaching and auto designers. It is essential for
those of you wanting to study a Science subject at A
Level.

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr C Wesbury
Miss C Price
Mrs S Lovell
Mr A Vernon

Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/
combined-science-trilogy-
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Mrs P Nesbitt

Personal Development Curriculum
Exam Specification

No Exam
Skills you will learn

Qualification

No qualification

 How to become effective and independent

learners;
Compulsory Course
PDC is an umbrella term used to describe all
aspects of the curriculum which supports your
personal development and well- being,
specifically areas covered in the programmes of
study for Personal Social Health & Economic
Education (PSHEE}, citizenship and statutory
religious studies. Lesson are delivered during
form time by your form tutor.

A summary of the topics you will study
PDC is a planned programme of learning through
which you will acquire the knowledge,
understanding and skills they need to manage
their lives. PDC develops the qualities and
attributes students need to thrive as individuals,
family members and members of society.
Topics include:









Sex Education and relationships
Esafety and cyberbullying
Drugs and healthy eating
Participating in society
Politics
The environment
Economy and enterprise
Religious studies

 critical and analytic reflection on key concepts

such as identity and self-awareness, self-esteem,
friendship, relationships, feelings and emotions,
parenthood, and community;
 inter and intra-personal skills, emotional
management skills, study skills, practical skills (for
example, first aid)
How you will be assessed
There is no exam, but we do assess students on a
termly basis and issue them with bronze, silver
and gold certificates. The main strands for the
assessment are judged on:





Speaking and Listening
Participation
Personal Development
Independent Enquiry

Progression
Ridgeway Academy promotes skills and
experiences for life. The skills learnt in PDC will
further equip you as you enter future education
courses, further education or the workplace.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mrs P Nesbitt
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Optional Subjects that
can be chosen…
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Art and Design GCSE
Exam Specification

AQA

Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
This is ideal for you if you are interested in a
career in the following areas:
Architecture, fashion, interior design, illustration,
printing, art teaching, gallery museum work,
freelance designer, freelance artist, theatre set
design, fashion/textile design, film/media,
photography, ceramics, landscape design and
advertising.
A summary of the topics you will study
You must explore and create work associated with
areas of study from at least TWO of the following
areas:





Fine Art: painting, drawing, sculpture,
printmaking, mixed media, photography.
Textile Design: fashion design and illustration,
costume design, constructed textiles, printed
and dyed textiles, surface pattern, stitched
and embellished textiles, soft furnishings
and/or textiles for interiors.
Three-dimensional design: architectural
design, sculpture, ceramics, product design,
jewellery design, interior design,
environmental/landscape design, exhibition
design and design for theatre, film and
television.

Progression
The skills that you learn during their studies for
Art and Design GCSEs will invaluably help to
equip you with the necessary foundations and
skills required to go on and study Art courses,
should you wish to, at a higher level. Or
alternatively be the foundations for a career in
the arts. Careers include: Architecture, Fashion
Design, Photography, Interior Design and
landscape Design.

Skills you will learn
You will be expected to demonstrate skills
and techniques in the context of their chosen
areas of study within art, craft and design:
• making appropriate use of colour, line, tone,
texture, shape and form
• using different approaches to recording images,
such as observation, analysis, expression and
imagination
• showing in your work an understanding of the
conventions of representational and abstract/
non-representational imagery and genres
• investigating different ways of working, as
appropriate to your chosen areas of study within
art, craft and design
• providing evidence of an understanding of
spatial qualities, composition, rhythm, scale and
structure
• providing evidence of the use of safe working
practices.

How you will be assessed

1.
2.
3.
4.



A portfolio that shows coverage of the 4
assessment objectives.
Develop ideas through investigation
Refine work, selecting appropriate media &
materials
Record ideas, observations and insights
Present personal and meaningful response.
No time limit 60% of the GCSE
Externally set assignment
Preparatory period allowed followed by 10
hours of supervised time.
40% of the GCSE

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mrs L Hill
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-anddesign/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206
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Ridgeway Academy
BTEC First Animal Care

Exam Specification

Pearson BTEC
How you will be assessed

Qualification

BTEC First

Why you study this course
The Pearson BTEC First Animal Care qualification
provides an engaging introduction to the animal
care sector for Key Stage 4 pupils.
This BTEC First Award gives an introductory
overview to some of the key principles,
knowledge, understanding and skills relevant to
the animal care sector.
A summary of the topics you will study




You will study animal health, which is
externally assessed via a written paperbased exam, as this knowledge and
understanding is essential when caring for
animals.
You will also develop their safe animal
handling skills, which is vital in order to
effectively care for animals.



Skills you will learn



You will:
 know what indicates behaviour patterns in
animals understand the influence of
enrichment on animal behaviour
 monitor and record the behaviour of a range
of animals.
 understand safe handling and restraint
techniques
 demonstrate safe handling and restraint
techniques used with animals.
 understand the different roles of animals
and animal-related organisations in society
 understand the influence of enrichment on
animal behaviour
 monitor and record the behaviour of a range
of animals

BTECs have components that are externally and
internally assessed.
Unit 1 is an externally assessed unit. The exam
will be set and marked by the awarding body. It
will last for 60 minutes and have 50 marks
allocated and will contain a variety of question
types which will include multiple choice, short
and longer answers.
Other units, often a portfolio of evidence will also
be produced. Assessment work is graded as Pass,
Merit, Distinction or Distinction.
Progression
Successful completion of this course could lead to
the BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Animal
Management, Animal Management Equine
pathway or other qualifications such as the
Diploma in Veterinary Nursing. Pupils will be
required to gain 5 GCSEs at grade C and above,
across a range of subjects including science,
additional science, and at least a grade D in
maths.
Potential job occupations include animal technician,
Who is the
responsible
for this
course?
assistant
dog teacher
trainer, dog
groomer, horse
groom
or
stable hand, trainee zoo keeper, pet shop assistant.

Mr M Bennett/Mrs J Smart
Link to exam board

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualificatio
ns/btec-firsts/animal-care-2014-nqf.html

Mrs L Leeson

25

Head of Department

Mrs P Nesbitt

Ridgeway Academy
BTEC First Hospitality

Exam Specification

Pearson

Qualification

BTEC First

Why you study this course
The rationale for all qualifications in the BTEC
First in Hospitality is to:

Skills you will learn
Team working; working from a prescribed brief;
working to deadlines; presenting information
effectively; and accurately completing
administrative tasks and processes.

● inspire and enthuse you to consider a career in
the hospitality industry, rather than just being a
customer or patron

BTEC Firsts motivate, and open doors to
progression into further study and responsibility
within the workplace.

● support progression to a more specialised level
3 vocational or academic hospitality and catering
course or an apprenticeship in hospitality and
catering

How you will be assessed

● give you the opportunity to gain a broad
understanding and knowledge of, and skills in,
the hospitality industry
● give you the potential opportunity to enter
employment within a wide range of junior job
roles across the hospitality industry, for example
waiter/waitress, assistant front-of-house staff,
temporary events/matchday hospitality staff,
concessions catering assistants, fast food servers.
A summary of the topics you will study
It includes two core units and a mandatory unit
that form the fundamental knowledge and
understanding of hospitality principles followed
by a selection of five optional specialist units
from which a further unit is chosen. The core
units are:
Unit 1: Introducing the Hospitality Industry – this
unit covers the different aspects of the
hospitality industry.

The assessment approach for the internally
assessed units in the qualification structure
enables you to receive feedback on your progress
throughout the course as they provide evidence
towards meeting the unit assessment criteria.
Evidence for assessment may be generated
through a range of activities, including workplace
assessment, role play, practical performance and
verbal presentations. Unit 1 is the only externally
assessed unit.
Progression
The knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in
studying a BTEC First will aid progression to
further study and prepare you to enter the
workplace in due course. In the hospitality
industry, typical employment opportunities may
include working as a bar person/manager, chef,
cleaner, concierge, conference and banqueting
assistant/manager, hotel porter, hotel
receptionist, receptionist, waiter/waitress.

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?

Unit 2: Working in the Hospitality Industry – this
unit covers the importance of team working and
customer service for working in a variety of roles
within the hospitality industry.

Miss A Savva

The mandatory unit is:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualificati
ons/btec-firsts/hospitality-2013-nqf.html

Link to exam board

Unit 3: Food Safety and Health and Safety in
Hospitality – where you will discover the various
aspects of health and safety, and food safety law
in relation to those working in the hospitality
industry.
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Ridgeway Academy
European Computer Driving Licence

Exam Specification

ECDL
How you will be assessed

Qualification

ECDL

Why you study this course
This qualification in IT will give young learners
a real head start when it comes to gaining
valuable, practical IT skills. It replaces our
existing GCSE Information and Communication
Technology.
Technical Awards are practical, vocational
qualifications available to 14-16 year olds to
take alongside GCSEs.
Skills you will learn
A summary of the topics you will study for this
qualification offers a choice of pathways for
learners designed to provide programmes of
study to suit individual needs.
The qualification is designed around the three
vocational areas in which research has shown the
greatest skills gaps:




creative sector (gaming and websites)
data management (spreadsheets and
databases)
technical
(networking/building/configuring a PC)

Learners will study all three areas but will
specialise in one as part of the internally assessed
units. Learners will have the opportunity to put
their knowledge into practice through a
combination of real-life case studies, practical
tasks and theoretical study.
All learners will be taught and assessed in the
same way.

There are two internally-assessed units, and a
third unit that is externally assessed:
Unit 1: Understanding IT Systems (30%)
Unit 2: Creating IT Systems (30%)
Unit 3: Fundamentals of IT (written exam – 40%).
Learners will complete one of two tasks within
their chosen specialism:
Creative
 create a website
 create an entertainment product
Data management
 create a spreadsheet
 create a database
Technical
 create a home network
 build and configure a PC.
Through the two skills-based assessments
learners will develop the core IT skills they need
to plan and create their chosen task.
In Unit 3, learners will develop the foundational
knowledge required to work with IT systems,
including their uses and component parts.
Progression
Opportunities for further study include
• A-level ICT
• Cambridge Technical in ICT
• Apprenticeships
• Diplomas
AQA Technical Award is not just for people
wanting a career in the IT and computing industry
– the skills and techniques you learn can be
useful in any workplace. The creative and
technical skills you learn are relevant to a host of
careers in a range of sectors, from arts and
graphics-based roles through to business roles.
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Ridgeway Academy
BTEC First Performing Arts

Exam Specification

Pearson

Qualification

BTEC

Skills you will learn

Why you study this course
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 First Award in
Performing Arts has been designed primarily for
young people aged 14 to 19 who may wish to
explore a vocational route throughout Key Stage
4, but it is also suitable for other learners who
want a vocationally focused introduction to this
area of study. Employers value employees who
are able to communicate effectively both verbally
and using electronic communication methods.
The qualification also provides opportunities for
you to develop your communication skills as you
progress through the course. This can be
achieved through presentations and in
discussions where you have the opportunity to
express your opinions.
A summary of the topics you will study
This award offers a choice of pathways for you as
a learner, designed to provide programmes of
study to suit individual needs. Pathways that are
available are:
● BTEC First Award in Performing Arts (Acting)
● BTEC First Award in Performing Arts (Dance)
● BTEC First Award in Performing Arts
(Production)
● BTEC First Award in Performing Arts (Musical
Theatre)
● BTEC First Award in Performing Arts (Music
Performance)

Team working; working from a prescribed brief;
working to deadlines; presenting information
effectively; and accurately completing
administrative tasks and processes.
BTEC Firsts motivates and aids progression into
further study and responsibility.

How you will be assessed
The assessment approach for the internally
assessed units in the qualification structure
enables you to receive feedback on your progress
throughout the course as they provide evidence
towards meeting the unit assessment criteria.
Evidence for assessment may be generated
through a range of activities, including workplace
assessment, role play, practical performance and
verbal presentations.
Progression
In performing arts, typical employment
opportunities at entry level might be as a
performer or as an assistant in backstage,
technical, administrative or design roles.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr L Sabin
Link to exam board
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/
pdf/BTEC-Firsts/Performing
Arts/2012/Specification-and-sampleassessments/9781446936344_BTECFIRST_L12_A
WD_PA_Iss3.pdf
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Exam Specification

Edexcel

Ridgeway Academy
Business Studies GCSE

Skills you will learn
Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
When studying Business, you will develop an in
depth understanding of how a business is formed
and maintained. The course enables you to learn
the fundamental concepts of setting up a
business and the key functional areas within it. It
requires you to develop and apply your
knowledge, understanding and skills to
contemporary issues in a range of local, national
and global contexts plus consider the extent to
which business and economic activity can be
ethical and sustainable.

Throughout the course you will develop many
transferable skills such as practical skills – time
management, personal organisation and action
planning. Presentational skills – addressing
audiences using a variety of media and forms.
Interpersonal skills – communication and group
work and cognitive skills – reflection and review
of own and others.
How you will be assessed
Unit 1 – Written exam 1 hour 30 minutes (50%)
This exam is made up of calculations, multiplechoice, short-answer and extended-writing
questions. The questions will be based on real life
business examples.

A summary of the topics you will study

Unit 2 – Written exam, 1 hour 30 minutes (50%)

Unit 1 – Investigating a small Business

This exam is made up of calculations, multiplechoice, short-answer and extended-writing
questions. The questions will be based on real life
business examples.

This is an opportunity to look at skills required
when setting up small business. This includes
entrepreneurship, how to spot a Business
opportunity, how to put the idea into practise
and then make it effective. You also have the
opportunity to look at how external factors can
affect the business.
Unit 2 – Building a Business
This unit looks at the key functional areas that
allow a business to grow and succeed. This
includes growing a business, making key
marketing decisions, how to make operational,
financial and human resource decisions that will
have a lasting impact on the business. This unit
uses real businesses as examples and shows the
outcome of some the decisions made.

Progression
After further study it can prepare you for careers
such as: Business/financial analyst, trainee
accountant, recruitment consultant, account
manager, business development manager, media
planner, product executive, management trainee,
events manager, sales manager, retail manager,
banking, HR and tax consultant are a few
examples.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mrs F Yaker
Link to exam board
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/
pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-andsampleassessments/GCSE_Business_Spec_2017.pdf
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Exam Specification

OCR

Qualification

GCSE

Ridgeway Academy
Computer Science GCSE

Why you study this course
Take a look at the world around you. How close
to a computer are you? When was the last time
you used one? Life without computers is almost
unimaginable. The power of computers is utilised
in all areas of life, from medicine to space
exploration.
Computer Science goes way beyond just writing
code. From Facebook to the latest apps, creativity
is central. Stop being a simple consumer of
software and start designing your own. If you can
spot a gap in the market, if you sometimes think,
“I wish I could find an app to…” then maybe you
could be the next Mark Zuckerberg.
A GCSE in Computer Science will give you a
fantastic set of skills to do just that. But even
more than this, it will give you the skills you need
for any career. Computer Science is one of the
best points to start from. Don’t know what you
want to do with your life just yet? Perfect! Most
of the jobs that will be available when you leave
university haven’t even been thought of yet!
A summary of the topics you will study
Unit 1 – Computer Systems is focused on
computer systems covering the physical elements
of computer science such as memory, storage and
networks. You will learn how a computer system
works.

Skills you will learn
Computer Science is an intellectually challenging
yet very rewarding subject.
You will learn to:
 think creatively, innovatively, analytically,
logically and critically
 apply the principles of computer science,
including abstraction, decomposition,
logic and data representation
 analyse problems in computational terms
and solve them by designing, writing and
debugging programs
 apply mathematical skills relevant to
computation
How you will be assessed
The subject is assessed by:
Unit 1 & Unit 2 – written examination of 1 and
a half hours each (40% each)
Unit 3 – controlled assessment task (20%)
Progression
With technology ever changing, there is a
demand for professionals who are qualified in
this area. If you want to go on to higher study and
employment in the field of Computer Science,
including software department, programming,
web design, you will find that this course
provides a superb stepping stone. Once you have
taken a GCSE in Computer Science you can
progress to study the subject at A Level and then
university.

Unit 2 - Computational Thinking, Algorithms and
Programming is focused on the logic of how
computers work and principles of programming
languages.

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?

Unit 3 - Programming Project is the non-exam
assessment where you will learn a wide range of
programming skills and then use these to solve a
problem.

Link to exam board

PLEASE NOTE: High grades in Computer Studies
in KS3 do not signify success in Computer Science
in KS4- Only pupils wanting to build upon the
programming modules will enjoy GCSE CS.

Mrs F Yaker

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcsecomputer-science-j276-from-2016/
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Ridgeway Academy
CoPe Award

Exam Specification

Asdan

Qualification

CoPe Award

How you will be assessed

Why you study this course
This subject is designed to develop your practical
skills ready for college or an apprenticeship at a
later point.
The course offers the chance to show your
abilities through producing a portfolio of work
covering a variety of topics. It is aimed at those
who would benefit from a reduced number of
GCSEs or alternative curriculum in order to be
successful, and as a result.
Guidance and advice will be offered as to
whether this course is suitable for you.
A summary of the topics you will study
For Level 2, you will complete ‘Challenges’ from
12 modules: Communication, citizenship,
community, sport and leisure, independent living,
the environment, vocational preparation, health
and fitness, work related learning, science and
technology, international links, expressive arts,
beliefs and values.
Skills you will learn
You will cover key skills in research, discussion,
problem solving, working with others, and
improving your own learning and performance.
The course will also promote independence and
practical skills in an area of your choice.

Assessment will be based on the production of a
portfolio of evidence. You will select a number of
‘Challenges’ that make up the CoPE Award
Programme. When 12 credits have been gained
the portfolio is submitted for moderation. The
qualification can be gained either at Level 1 or
Level 2.
Course assessment requirements vary according
to the course chosen but are largely practical in
nature with a portfolio of evidence.
Progression
Specific career opportunities will largely be
focused on other courses followed. The course
does however provide excellent progression onto
the next college course Post 16. The CoPE Award
Programme gains points that are recognised by
colleges and again assist in progression onto a
variety of college courses. Personal Effectiveness
is also a key requirement for many employers.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Miss A Savva/Mrs J Smart
Link to exam board
https://www.asdan.org.uk/courses/qualifications
/certificate-of-personal-effectiveness-level-1and-2
Mrs L Leeson
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Ridgeway Academy
Design Technology GCSE

Exam Specification

OCR
Skills you will learn

Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
If you enjoy thinking creatively, problem solving,
designing products, making models and testing
ideas?... a GCSE in Design Technology is an ideal
subject. This subject gives you the chance to be
imaginative, enjoy creative drawing and produce
high quality practical products using a variety of
hand tools, machinery, technologies and
materials.

You will learn to deliver your thinking and design
skills through iterative design processes that
allow you to ‘explore, create and evaluate’
following practices and strategies used by the
creative, engineering and manufacturing
industries. You will learn how to apply knowledge
from other disciplines across the curriculum, such
as mathematics, science, art and design,
computing and humanities as well as the practical
and technical knowledge and understanding you
will learn from Design and Technology.

A summary of the topics you will study

How you will be assessed

GCSE Resistant Material Technology covers a
wide range of activities based on designing and
making products that are manufactured using
materials such as wood, metal, plastics and
textiles in many forms. As well as learning hand
skills, you will use a range of industrial processes,
including Computer aided design and
manufacture, to shape and form materials into
real world products. Over the course of three
years you will develop a whole range of creative
designing and making skills, you will learn about
inspirational and innovative designers, design
influences on the products we use, and the
relationship between clients, designers and
manufacturers.

50% exam. This component brings together core and
in-depth knowledge and understanding. Core
knowledge of Design and Technology principles
demonstrates the broad understanding of principles
you should have across the subject.

The non-examined assessment at GCSE is not
restricted by materials or processes, allowing you
the freedom to utilise any resources and facilities
appropriate to your design developments and
available to you.

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Miss J Skinner

‘In-depth’ knowledge allows you to focus more
directly on at least one main material category.
The question paper is split into two sections. A
minimum of 15% of the paper will assess your
mathematical skills as applied within a design and
technology context.
50% iterative design challenge. As an outcome of
your challenge, you will produce a chronological
portfolio and one final prototype(s) of a 3D product.
Progression
If you enjoy studying GCSE DT you can go on to
study A Level Product Design. You can also study
any Design and Technology related course post16.
It can lead to a career in product design,
architecture or engineering amongst others.
Link to exam board
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcsedesign-and-technology-j310-from-2017/
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Drama GCSE
Exam Specification

AQA

Qualification

GCSE

How you will be assessed

Why you study this course
When studying Drama, you will develop your
ability to ‘read between the lines’ and consider
human interaction through the analysis of
physicality, voice and emotion. Studying Drama
is a fantastic way to build your confidence and
ability to speak publicly. It also teaches many
transferable skills such as cooperation,
teamwork and problem-solving; all of which are
of benefit to the workplace or further study. It is
ideal for pupils who like working in groups, enjoy
expressing themselves in an active and exciting
way and want to develop their creative and
critical skills.
A summary of the topics you will study
An exploration of a whole text (Blood Brothers by
Willy Russell) through practical and classroom
work in preparation for the written exam.
Writing a review of a live theatre production that
we have been to see.

Component 1: Written paper - Understanding
Drama (40%). 1 hour 45 mins
Component 2: Devising Drama (40%) Practical
& Written
Component 3: Texts in Practice (20%) Practical
Progression
GCSE Drama can prepare pupils with the skills
required to succeed in careers such as:
journalism, theatre, teaching, counselling, human
resources, legal roles and leadership and
management.

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr L Garwood
Link to exam board
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama4240

Exploring and performing extracts of known
plays.
Researching and then devising your own piece of
original drama as a group activity.
Skills you will learn
Throughout the course you will develop your
creative skills as well as the ability to improvise.
GCSE Drama provides many opportunities to
develop your communication and interpersonal
skills when preparing both scripted and
impromptu plays. Being reflective and evaluating
your own performance and those of others is an
essential skill that is developed throughout the
course. You MUST be a good team-player!
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Food and Nutrition GCSE
Exam Specification

AQA
Skills you will learn

Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
The qualification provides a suitable foundation
for a wide range of opportunities from
apprenticeship, further study or perhaps begin
employment in catering or food industries.
The completion of a food qualification can
support a wide range of further education
courses such as Food Science, Product
Development, Food and Nutrition, Sports
Science, Midwifery and Nursing, Dietetics,
Hospitality and Catering, Food Journalism, Food
Retail, Environmental Health and The Food
Standards Agency.

Subject content is divided into 5 areas:






Food, nutrition and health
Food science
Food safety
Food choice
Food provenance

How you will be assessed
A test paper on the theoretical knowledge of
food preparation and nutrition.




1 hour 45minute test paper= 50% of the
GCSE
Multiple choice questions (20 marks)
Five questions each with a number of sub
questions (80 marks)

Non-exam assessment:
A summary of the topics you will study
Food Preparation and Nutrition specifications set
out the knowledge, understanding and skills
required to cook and apply the principles of food
science, nutrition and healthy eating.
The majority of the specification will be delivered
through preparation and making activities.
You must be able to make the connections
between theory and practice to apply your
understanding of food and nutrition to practical
preparation.
The range of food and ingredients studied should
reflect the recommended guidelines for a healthy
diet based on the main food commodity groups.
Food groups include:
 bread, cereals, flour, oats, rice, potatoes and
pasta
 fruit and vegetables (fresh, frozen, dried,
canned and juiced)
 milk, cheese and yoghurt
 meat, fish, eggs, soya, tofu, beans, nuts and
seeds
 butter, oil, margarine, sugar and syrup
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?

Task 1: Food investigation


A written report (1,500- 2000 words)
including photographic evidence of the
practical investigation.

Task 2: Food preparation assessment


You will prepare, cook and present a final
menu of three dishes within a single period
of no more than 3 hours, planning in
advance how this will be achieved. A written
portfolio including photographs of the three
final dishes must be included.

Progression
The skills that you learn during your studies for
Food GCSEs will invaluably help to equip you with
the necessary foundations and skills required to
go on and study Food courses, should you wish
to, at a higher level. This is a good option if you
are considering a career in catering and
hospitality.
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/foodpreparation-and-nutrition-8585

Miss J Skinner
34

Head of Department

Mr T Clarkson

Ridgeway Academy
Forest School L2

Exam Specification

OCN
How you will be assessed

Qualification

L2 Certificate

Why you study this course
This subject is designed to develop your practical
skills ready for college or an apprenticeship at a
later point. It is an outdoor course and therefore
outdoor clothing is required.
The course offers the chance to show your
abilities through producing a portfolio of work
covering a variety of topics. It is aimed at those
who would benefit from a reduced number of
GCSEs or alternative curriculum in order to be
successful, and as a result.
Guidance and advice will be offered as to
whether this course is suitable for you.
A summary of the topics you will study






Experience activities that support learning
and development outdoors
Understand and learn about risk assessment
Encourage an appreciation of the natural
world to include local knowledge of flora
and fauna
Practical tasks that include tool use and fire
lighting.



Skills you will learn



You will:
 You will cover key skills in problem solving
and decision making
 working with others
 Improving your learning and performance.
 The course will also promote independence
and practical skills through small achievable
tasks.

Assessment will be based on the production of a
portfolio of evidence together with observations
and practical assessments.
When all the Assessment Criteria has been met
and the practical assessments complete, the
award will be given.
The qualification can be awarded at Level 1 or 2.
Progression
Specific career opportunities will largely be
focused on other courses followed. The course
does however provide excellent progression onto
the next college course Post 16. The award
programme gains points that are recognized by
colleges and again assist in progression onto a
variety of college courses.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr M Bennett/Mrs J Smart

Link to exam board
http://www.forestschooltraining.co.uk/

Mrs L Leeson
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Ridgeway Academy
French GCSE

Exam Specification

AQA

Qualification

GCSE

Skills you will learn

Why you study this course
If you find communicating with other people an
enjoyment, finding out about how languages
work and learning about different cultures, then
studying either French, German or Spanish is a
great choice for you. Furthermore, you will add
an international dimension to your choice of
GCSE subjects. This is something that future
employers will look for as well as higher
education providers. Learning a language or
multiple languages will help create greater
opportunities for you to work abroad as well as
improving your chances of working with UK
based companies with international links.

According to a CILT report (The Chartered
Institute for Logistics and Transport), here are the
following benefits to learning a Modern Foreign
Language:
A better understanding of different cultures,
improved self-confidence, enhanced ability to
build new relationships, improved literacy and
numeracy skills with cross curricular links,
enhanced problem-solving, interpersonal and
communication skills, increased employability.
How you will be assessed
How is the course assessed?
(The course is a linear assessment, meaning
end of course assessment only. No controlled
assessments.)
Listening 25%
Reading 25%
Speaking 25%
Writing 25%

A summary of the topics you will study
You can choose to continue to study French at
GCSE. You can also choose to study a second
language, either German or Spanish. For a second
language, this will be a fast track course. Topics
include:
Themes and Topics:
There are three broad themes.
1. Identity and culture
2. Local, national, international and global
areas of interest
3. Current and future study and
employment

Progression
AS and A2 French, German and Spanish aren’t
currently offered at the Ridgeway Academy.
However, the skills that you learn during your
studies for MFL GCSEs is invaluable in helping to
equip you with the necessary foundations and
skills required to go on and study languages,
should you wish to, at a higher level. The new
GCSE programme of three years with the
examination body, AQA, will help set you up to
further enhance your recently acquired skills at
GCSE.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr A Ayton (French and German) and Mr E
Deschamps/Mrs F Yaker (French and Spanish)
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/
french-8658/specification-at-a-glance
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Ridgeway Academy
Geography GCSE

Exam Specification

AQA
Skills you will learn

Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
Michael Palin said, ‘Geography covers the entire
academic spectrum from science, to politics,
history and economics. It is one of those richly
comprehensive subjects whose relevance is all
around us. More than ever we need
Geographers’ skills and foresight to help us learn
about our planet and move forward in a
sustainable way.’
The syllabus has been chosen to help you explore
people and their environment as well as
contemporary events and issues which are
relevant locally, nationally and globally. If you are
interested in decision-making and empathy work,
you will enjoy exploring and solving complex
social and environmental issues as well as gaining
an understanding of how they shape the World
along with natural processes.
A summary of the topics you will study
The units covered include: Tectonics, hazards,
weather and climate, rivers, coasts, glacial
landscapes, eco systems (including tropical
rainforests, hot deserts and cold environments),
urban issues, changing economic world, resource
management– including food, water and energy.
However, we always review and amend
dependent on popularity. We study these units
through a variety of media including
photographs, maps, film clips, graph
interpretation, ICT, presentations and newspaper
reports.
There will be two separate fieldtrips which will be
visiting contrasting locations one of which may
be residential.

The skills that you develop during the geography
course include: organisation, enquiry, research
and investigation. You will be encouraged to find
out about people, places and environments
around the planet. You will talk with interest
about a variety of topics, understand the major
problems and issues in the world as well as
acquiring a variety of useful literacy and
numerical skills. You will be expected to make
decisions and justify them.
How you will be assessed
Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment (1
hr 30 mins /35%)
Section A: Challenge of Natural Hazards · Tectonic
Hazards · Weather and Climate
Section B: Physical Landscapes in the UK – 2 of 3
from: · Coast, · Rivers · Glacial
Section C: Living World · Ecosystems and Tropical
Rainforest · Hot Deserts OR Cold Environments.
Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment
(1 hr 30 mins /35%) · Urban Issues and Challenges
· Changing Economic World · Resource
Management (with focus on Food or Water or
Energy).
Paper 3: Geographical Application (1 hr and 15
mins /30%) Issue Evaluation (from pre-release).
Fieldwork (human and physical including
interaction).
Progression
Pupils who study Geography will find it useful in a
variety of careers / jobs. For example, you may go
on to the following careers: Tourism, Town
Planning, Accountancy, Land Surveying and
Environmental management.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr M Frost/Mr M Bennett
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse
/geography-a-9030
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Ridgeway Academy
German GCSE

Exam Specification

AQA

Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
If you find communicating with other people an
enjoyment, finding out about how languages
work and learning about different cultures, then
studying either French, German or Spanish is a
great choice for you. Furthermore, you will add
an international dimension to your choice of
GCSE subjects. This is something that future
employers will look for as well as higher
education providers. Learning a language or
multiple languages will help create greater
opportunities for you to work abroad as well as
improving your chances of working with UK
based companies with international links.

Skills you will learn
According to a CILT report (The Chartered
Institute for Logistics and Transport), there are
the following benefits to learning a Modern
Foreign Language:
A better understanding of different cultures,
improved self-confidence, enhanced ability to
build new relationships, improved literacy and
numeracy skills with cross curricular links,
enhanced problem-solving, interpersonal and
communication skills, increased employability.
How you will be assessed
How is the course assessed?
(The course is a linear assessment, meaning
end of course assessment only. No controlled
assessments.)
Listening 25%
Reading 25%
Speaking 25%
Writing 25%
Progression

A summary of the topics you will study
You can choose to continue to study French at
GCSE. You can also choose to study a second
language, either German or Spanish. For a second
language, this will be a fast track course. Topics
include:
Themes and Topics:
There are three broad themes.
1. Identity and culture
2. Local, national, international and global
areas of interest
3. Current and future study and
employment

AS and A2 French, German and Spanish aren’t
currently offered at the Ridgeway Academy.
However, the skills that you learn during your
studies for MFL GCSEs is invaluable in helping to
equip you with the necessary foundations and
skills required to go on and study languages,
should you wish to, at a higher level. The new
GCSE programme of three years with the
examination body, AQA, will help set you up to
further enhance your recently acquired skills at
GCSE.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr A Ayton (French and German)
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/
german-8668/specification-at-a-glance
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Exam Specification

AQA

Ridgeway Academy
History GCSE

Skills you will learn
Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
History skills such as researching information,
discussing ideas, analysing a problem, writing a
report and other skills have a general application
and people mastering these skills have a wide
choice of careers to select from such as in the
civil service, insurance, accountancy, marketing,
journalism, teaching, law, banking and many
more.
A summary of the topics you will study
History is an enjoyable and accessible academic
subject. As such it offers you the opportunity to
succeed in a subject that is favoured by many
employers and institutions of higher education.
The content of the course is varied focusing on
key internal conflicts, events and developments
in History.
The exam will consist of two papers.
Topics will include:





Germany 1890-1945- the study of
democracy of dictatorship
Conflict and tension focused on Iraq and
Al Qaeda 1990-2009
Britain Health and the people c.1000present day
Elizabethan England c. 1568-1603.

 developing and extending your knowledge
and understanding of specified key events,
periods and societies in local, British, and
wider world history; and of the wide diversity
of human experience
 to engage in historical enquiry to develop as
independent learners and as critical and
reflective thinkers
 to develop the ability to ask relevant
questions about the past, to investigate issues
critically and to make valid historical claims by
using a range of sources in their historical
contexts
How you will be assessed
Paper One - 1 hour 45 mins- 50%
In Paper One you will answer 10 questions. In
section A there is a focus on two key
developments in a country's history over at least
a 50 year period. In Section B there is a focus on
international conflict and tension between 19902009.
Paper Two - 1 hour 45 minutes - 50%
In Paper Two you will answer 8 questions. Section
A is a thematic study based on Britain health and
the people c.1000- today. Section B is a British
depth study including the study of a historic
environment based upon Elizabethan England
c.1568-1603.
Each paper will include extended answer and
source questions.
Progression
History is a highly regarded and sought after
subject for a variety of A Level and
undergraduate courses such as accountancy, law,
teaching, international relations and journalism.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mrs L Leeson/Miss A Jones
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history
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Ridgeway Academy
European Computer Driving Licence

AQA
Exam Specification
Qualification

ECDL

Why you study this course
This qualification in IT will give young learners
a real head start when it comes to gaining
valuable, practical IT skills. It replaces our
existing GCSE Information and Communication
Technology.
Technical Awards are practical, vocational
qualifications available to 14-16 year olds to
take alongside GCSEs.
Skills you will learn
A summary of the topics you will study for this
qualification offers a choice of pathways for
learners designed to provide programmes of
study to suit individual needs.
The qualification is designed around the three
vocational areas in which research has shown the
greatest skills gaps:




creative sector (gaming and websites)
data management (spreadsheets and
databases)
technical
(networking/building/configuring a PC)

Learners will study all three areas but will
specialise in one as part of the internally assessed
units. Learners will have the opportunity to put
their knowledge into practice through a
combination of real-life case studies, practical
tasks and theoretical study.
All learners will be taught and assessed in the
same way.

How you will be assessed
There are two internally-assessed units, and a
third unit that is externally assessed:
Unit 1: Understanding IT Systems (30%)
Unit 2: Creating IT Systems (30%)
Unit 3: Fundamentals of IT (written exam – 40%).
Learners will complete one of two tasks within
their chosen specialism:
Creative
 create a website
 create an entertainment product
Data management
 create a spreadsheet
 create a database
Technical
 create a home network
 build and configure a PC.
Through the two skills-based assessments
learners will develop the core IT skills they need
to plan and create their chosen task.
In Unit 3, learners will develop the foundational
knowledge required to work with IT systems,
including their uses and component parts.

Progression
Opportunities for further study include
• A-level ICT
• Cambridge Technical in ICT
• Apprenticeships
• Diplomas
AQA Technical Award is not just for people
wanting a career in the IT and computing industry
– the skills and techniques you learn can be
useful in any workplace. The creative and
technical skills you learn are relevant to a host of
careers in a range of sectors, from arts and
graphics-based roles through to business roles.

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mrs F Yaker
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Exam Specification

AQA

Ridgeway Academy
Media GCSE

Skills you will learn
Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
Media is a contemporary and interactive subject
which encourages you to develop your creative,
analytical, research, and communication skills,
through exploring a range of media forms and
perspectives.
Media dominates contemporary life and those
interested in the world of apps and
advertisements can explore the ways in which
some of the top companies in the world target
their audiences and build their multi-million
pound empires.
Media is a very popular sector to work in and job
opportunities available to graduates include:
television/film/video producers; editorial
assistants, event organisers; magazine journalists
amongst others.
A summary of the topics you will study
You will cover all aspects of media including
language, representations, industries and
audiences; which will give you an overall and indepth understanding of how media represents
the world.
You will explore:





how artists turn 2D still-life images into 3D
moving figures;
how film-makers and producers use camera
angles to emphasise their products;
how market research is used to feed into
product planning and creation;
how to market new concepts and bring ideas
into the public eye.

These are only a few of the concepts you will
cover if you choose Media Studies.

Through studying Media, you will develop
creative thinking as you collaborate with others
to create new and exciting products and
concepts.
You will improve analytical thinking as you
consider reasons why companies choose certain
advertisement methods.
How to conduct effective research (methods) in
order to inform you selections.
Improving your communication skills as you
present your concepts to you peers in an attempt
to sell your products.
How you will be assessed
Assessment is in the form of two exam papers
and a coursework piece.
Paper 1: Focuses on media industries, audiences
and representations.
Paper 2: Focuses on media languages and
contexts including analysing forms of media.
Coursework: Focuses on creating your own
example of a media form i.e. newspaper or
magazine.
Progression
Progression through Media Studies GCSE can lead
on to A-Level study as well as Higher Education
university study.
Many people who choose to study Media at GCSE
or A-Level tend to find opportunities with
newspaper or magazine industries as well as
radio stations and television companies.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr L Garwood
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mediastudies/gcse/media-studies-8572
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Ridgeway Academy
Music GCSE

Exam Specification

OCR
Skills you will learn

Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
Everyone has their own particular taste in music.
There are several options within the music course
allowing you the chance to follow your own
particular interests, whether it be through
popular styles or a classical route. Following this
GCSE course you will develop your understanding
of how music is created through four areas of
study with a focus on your own preferred style
and instrumental skills. Studying music allows you
to extend and develop your skills and knowledge.
As well as performing and composing, you will
undertake academic study of musical content and
notation.
A summary of the topics you will study
We will cover a variety of topics including:
My Music
You will study, compose and perform on your
chosen instruments or voice.
The Concerto Through Time (1650 to 1910)
The Baroque Solo Concerto
The Baroque Concerto Grosso
The Classical Concerto
The Romantic Concerto
Rhythms of the World
India and Punjab, Eastern Mediterranean, Middle
Eastern, Africa, Central and South America
Film Music
Listening and composing to film clips and video
games.

You will learn how to compose and develop skills
in performing and appraising music with the main
focus on your chosen instrument or voice. You
will further develop your performance skills as
well as appraising and evaluating your own
performances and those of others. You will also
learn how to read and write music, as well as
learning how to use music technology.
How you will be assessed
Integrated Portfolio (30%) – internally
marked and externally moderated.
Practical Portfolio (30%) – internally marked
and externally moderated.
Listening Paper (40%) – externally marked.
This paper is based on music that you have
studied during the course. There will be a
mixture of multiple choice, short and extended
answers. The exam lasts 1 hour 30 minutes.
Progression
This course is ideal for people who would like a
career in the music business, whether as a
performer or in some other associated career
path. This qualification is a sound platform for
moving onto A Level Music or BTEC Level 3 in
Music. Many of our pupils go on to study Music
Technology or A Level Music post 16.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr L Sabin
Link to exam board
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-musicj536-from-2016/

Conventions of Pop
The development of popular music including
Rock ‘n’ Roll of the 1950s and 1960s, Rock
Anthems of the 1970s and 1980s, Pop Ballads of
the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s and Solo Artists from
the 1990s to present day.
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Mr L Sabin

Ridgeway Academy
Performing Arts GCSE

Exam Specification

AQA

Qualification

GCSE

How you will be assessed
Unit 1: Skills development Portfolio evidence.
Controlled Assessment 70 marks – 60%

Why you study this course
This course is an appropriate foundation for
progression in performing arts, theatre studies
and generic subjects such as dance and drama. It
also provides a foundation for design work in set,
costume and props and technical elements such
as lighting and sound.
A summary of the topics you will study
This specification offers you the opportunity to
specialise in one or more of the performing arts
disciplines including; acting, singing, dance,
music, music technology, DJ'ing, lighting, sound,
set design, costume design, properties, masks,
puppets, make-up, stage management, front of
house, marketing and publicity.
Skills you will learn
Skills development is an ongoing process which
will also be reinforced by your involvement in
performances. Teachers’ guidance will be
necessary to help you identify a realistic
programme of skills development. It will be
necessary to provide some technical vocabulary
appropriate to the different areas of study. Tick
sheets are often a quick and clear indication of
what has been achieved, with a brief comment by
you and/or teacher to confirm this.

Unit 2: Showcase performance Externally set
brief - internally marked 60 marks – 40%
You will need to produce a portfolio. This should
be a practical working record in their chosen
performing arts disciplines which includes:
• an indication of your initial skills level and the
activities carried out to improve the skills
• materials showing research into the performing
arts industry
• three observations during the course about
their working practice by suitably qualified
people.
Progression
In performing arts, typical employment
opportunities at entry level might be as a
performer or as an assistant in backstage,
technical, administrative or design roles.

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr L Sabin/Mr L Garwood/ Mrs P Nesbitt

Link to exam board
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam
/pdf/BTEC-Firsts/Performing
Arts/2012/Specification-and-sampleassessments/9781446936344_BTECFIRST_L12_A
WD_PA_Iss3.pdf
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Exam Specification

OCR

Qualification

GCSE PE

Why you study this course
Having GCSE PE can help you to understand what
makes you healthy and also teach you ways to
maintain a healthy lifestyle.
The course provides you with an opportunity to
study both the practical and theoretical aspects
of physical education. You will enjoy and
understand the benefits of living a healthy active
lifestyle and physical activities that meet your
needs.
A summary of the topics you will study
The course includes 3 components:
Component 01: Physical factors affecting
performance

Ridgeway Academy
Physical Education GCSE

Skills you will learn
You will acquire the skills to make informed
choices about their own physical development,
whilst gaining a deep understanding of how the
body responds to physical exercise. Whilst
learning how to analyse and evaluate
performance, making effective plans for
improvement.
How you will be assessed
Final practical examination:
March 2021 - 30% of final grade: 3 practical
activities that must include at least 1 team and 1
individual sport.
10% of final grade: a written analysis of a
selected performance.
Two final theory examinations:
May 2021 - 60% of final grade This is a written
exam with multiple choice, short and long
structured answers.

1.1 Applied anatomy and physiology
1.2 Physical training.

Progression

Component 02: Socio-cultural issues and sports
psychology

GCSE PE helps you to continue into higher
education and is useful in a variety of careers
such as: a dietician, physiotherapist, coach,
teacher or a career in the public services.

2.1 Socio-cultural influences
2.2 Sports psychology 2.3 Health, fitness and
well-being.
Component 03: Performance in physical
education
3.1 Performance of three activities taken from
the two approved lists one from the ‘individual’
list one from the ‘team’ list one other from
either list.

Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr J Worton

Link to exam board
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcsephysical-education-j587-from-2016/

3.2 Analysing and Evaluating Performance
PLEASE NOTE: High grades in Physical
Education in KS3 do not signify success in GCSE
Physical Education in KS4- There is a huge
commitment required to an increase in written
work and knowledge based education.
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Exam Specification

AQA

Ridgeway Academy
Religious Studies GCSE

Skills you will learn
Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
You should consider different beliefs and
attitudes to religious and non-religious issues in
contemporary British society. You should be
aware that the religious traditions of Great
Britain are, in the main, Christian, and that
religious traditions in Great Britain are diverse.
They include Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism,
Islam, Judaism and Sikhism, as well as other
religious and non-religious beliefs such as
atheism and humanism.
A summary of the topics you will study
Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs,
teachings and practices

This specification encourages you to:
 develop your interest in, and enthusiasm

for, a study of religion and its relation to
the wider world
 develop your knowledge, skills and

understanding of religion by exploring the
significance, impact of beliefs, teachings,
sources, practices, ways of life and forms of
expressing meaning
 evaluate ethical issues, and express views

using reasoned arguments
 you
express
personal responses and
How
will betheir
assessed
informed insights on fundamental
The GCSE
grade awarded
in Religious
Studies is
questions
about identity,
belonging,
based upon
external
examination
performance.
meaning,
purpose,
truth, values
and
There are
two
papers
and
they
each
carry 50% of
commitments.
the marks and last 1hr 45 mins each.

You will study any two of the following:


Buddhism



Christianity



Catholic Christianity



Hinduism



Islam



Judaism



Sikhism

Progression
This subject is useful for students who may want
to study religious studies at a higher level in the
future. The philosophy and Ethics component of
this course would be useful in preparation for
many roles in the world of work. Such as:
teacher, civil servant, social worker, youth
worker, journalist and advice worker.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?

Component 2: Thematic studies
You will study a total of four themes from
Component 2. You will study either four religious,
philosophical and ethical studies themes or two
religious, philosophical and ethical studies

Mrs S Trevethick and Mr L Garwood
Link to exam board
aqa.org/religious-studies

themes and two textual studies themes.
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Mrs P Nesbitt

Sociology GCSE
Exam Specification

AQA

Qualification

GCSE

Skills you will learn

Why you study this course
Sociology is the study of Society and groups of
people. It adds real understanding to your
knowledge and the world around you.
GCSE Sociology aims to broaden your mind,
helping you to see your world from different
perspectives and in new thought provoking ways.
GCSE Sociology helps you to gain knowledge and
understanding of key social structures, processes
and issues through the study of families,
education, crime and deviance and social
stratification. You will develop your analytical,
assimilation and communication skills by
comparing and contrasting perspectives on a
variety of social issues, constructing reasoned
arguments, making substantiated judgements
and drawing reasoned conclusions.

A summary of the topics you will study
The subject covers the important topics of
Gender, Race, Age and Social Class divisions.
During the course students will study the
following areas of areas of Sociology;








The sociological approach
Social structures, social processes and social
issues
Families
Education
Crime and deviance
Social stratification
Sociological research methods

By studying sociology, you will develop
transferable skills including how to:




investigate facts and make deductions
develop opinions and new ideas on social
issues
analyse and better understand the social
world.

How you will be assessed
The GCSE grade awarded in sociology is based
upon external examination performance. Each
paper lasts 1 hour and 45 minutes.
Paper 1 - The sociology of families and
education
Paper 2 – The sociology of crime and deviance
and social stratification
Progression
The subject is very useful for students who want
to work with people in the future. It links well
with care professions, teaching, working with the
law sector, media and social work.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mrs S Trevethick
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/
sociology-8192

Students need to have an interest in the world
around them and the society that they live in. A
mature attitude to their studies is very
important, as the subject will look at their own
views of life and cover topic areas that require
thought and understanding.
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Ridgeway Academy
Spanish GCSE

Exam Specification

AQA
Skills you will learn

Qualification

GCSE

Why you study this course
If you find communicating with other people an
enjoyment, finding out about how languages
work and learning about different cultures, then
studying either French, German or Spanish is a
great choice for you. Furthermore, you will add
an international dimension to your choice of
GCSE subjects. This is something that future
employers will look for as well as higher
education providers. Learning a language or
multiple languages will help create greater
opportunities for you to work abroad as well as
improving your chances of working with UK
based companies with international links.
A summary of the topics you will study
You can choose to continue to study French at
GCSE. You can also choose to study a second
language, either German or Spanish. For a second
language, this will be a fast track course. Topics
include:
Themes and Topics:
There are three broad themes.
1. Identity and culture
2. Local, national, international and global
areas of interest
3. Current and future study and employment

According to a CILT report (The Chartered
Institute for Logistics and Transport), there are
the following benefits to learning a Modern
Foreign Language:
A better understanding of different cultures,
improved self-confidence, enhanced ability to
build new relationships, improved literacy and
numeracy skills with cross curricular links,
enhanced problem-solving, interpersonal and
communication skills, increased employability.
How you will be assessed
How is the course assessed?
(The course is a linear assessment, meaning
end of course assessment only. No controlled
assessments.)
Listening 25%
Reading 25%
Speaking 25%
Writing 25%
Progression
AS and A2 French, German and Spanish aren’t
currently offered at the Ridgeway Academy.
However, the skills that you learn during your
studies for MFL GCSEs is invaluable in helping to
equip you with the necessary foundations and
sills required to go on and study languages,
should they wish to, at a higher level. The new
GCSE programme of three years with the
examination body, AQA, will help set you up to
further enhance your recently acquired skills at
GCSE.
Who is the teacher responsible for this course?
Mr E Deschamps
Link to exam board
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/
spanish-8698/specification-at-a-glance
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SKILLS AND EXPERIENCES FOR LIFE
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