
 

 

 

 
 

   Monday 1st March 2021 
 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
 
RE: Returning to school – 8th March 2021 
 
The Prime Minister announced on last Monday that, as expected, schools would return to face to 
face teaching from 8th March 2021. We know that this will be a huge relief to you all. Ridgeway staff 
are also very pleased to be returning to some kind of ‘normal’ having done a excellent job of 
teaching remotely since the start of term. Mr Johnson did not go into much detail in his 
announcement, and this detail has become apparent over the last week, so I think it important your 
attention to a number of issues.  
 
Staggered Start  
Given the number of tests that are potentially needed, we will be phasing the return of students 
during the week of the 8th March. These are detailed below. I should also point out that as there is a 
need to test students three times during the first two weeks, lessons will inevitably be disrupted 
during this time. 
 
You will see below the times allocated for each Tutor group. Please ensure your child attends school 
for their test in the allocated time window as there will be no guarantee that we can test a student 
before or after their allotted time. 
 
 
Testing 
A great deal of work has gone into developing our capacity for Covid-19 testing over this last week 
so that we can safely test both students and staff ahead of the return to school w/c Monday 8th 
March. To summarise the current position: students and staff are to be tested 3 times within school 
using Lateral Flow Devices (LFD). Once students have been tested 3 times at school, they will be 
provided with home test LFD kits for regular testing as they will be required to test twice a week at 
home. Whilst testing remains optional, we are hoping that all of our staff, parents and students will 
give consent to test so that we are best protected as a community. 
 
 
We will be contacting families over the coming days where we have not received a response 
regarding consent. Once the three tests have been carried out in school there is an expectation that 
students will then carry out tests at home. We have very few details on this at present and I will 
write to you once we know more about how this will work. 
 



 

If the LFD test in school is positive, then this will be followed up by a confirmatory PCR test, if this is 
the case a member of school staff will be in contact with you.  
 
All students will return home after Test 1. ALL students will return to school on Wednesday 10th 
March for face to face teaching, unless they have tested positive. 
 
These arrangements are for secondary aged students ONLY, all primary ages students (years 5 and 6) 
will return to school full time on Monday 8th March 2021.  
 
The scheduling of testing will be carried out in the following manner: 
 

Mass testing Testing On site Teaching  Remote 
Teaching  Test Time Form Group 

Monday 8th  1 09:00 – 09:30 11NH Years 5  
Year 6 
Key worker & 
vulnerable 
students  

All other 
students  09:40 – 10:10 11KHL 

10:20 – 10:50 11CHA 

13:00 – 13:30 10JSK 

13:40 – 14:10 10MPE 

14:20 – 14:50 10AV 

 
 
 

Mass testing Testing On site Teaching  Remote 
Teaching  Test Time Form Group 

Tuesday 9th   1 09:00 – 09:30 7ENI Year 5 
Year 6 
Year 10 
Year 11 
Key worker & 
vulnerable 
students 

All other 
students  09:40 – 10:10 7JPO 

10:20 – 10:50 8GPE 

11:00 – 11:30 8PWH 

11:40 – 12:10 8LVE 

13:00 – 13:30 9LHA 

13:40 – 14:10 9AA 

14:20 – 14:50 9CMI 

 
Uniform 
 
When you are in school for face to face education full school uniform expectations apply. If attend 
school for a test only uniform is not required.  
 
Face Coverings 
Revised guidance this week is that face coverings are now mandatory in all indoor spaces where a 
distance of two metres cannot be maintained (this will be in place until at least Easter). This means 
that face coverings will be required in lessons as well as in corridors. The exceptions to this are in 
practical PE lessons or when students are eating. We expect all students to adhere to this in order to 
maintain the safety of the whole school community.  
Staff will not necessarily wear a face covering when teaching at the front of the class but they will be 
wearing visors when teaching and will wear a face covering when working more closely with 
students.  



 

 
Bubbles and zones 
We will be maintaining the same arrangements (bubbles, zones, staggered breaks/lunchtimes in the 
canteen) that we had in place last term, at least until the Easter holiday. We will also be continuing 
with our Covid mitigation measures in school. These include hand sanitising on entry and exit to 
rooms, social distancing whenever possible and ventilation of rooms. 
 
Extra-curricular  
It is our primary focus to ensure we settle the students back in to school life and for this reason we 
will not be operating any extra-curricular activities until after the Easter break.  
 
House Keeping 
We would like to remind parents to not drive down the school drive and that students should not 
arrive on site until 08:30am.  
 
It is important to also note that that we are asking parent not to congregate at the top of the school 
drive at drop off and pick up times.  
 
 
 
We would like to thank you all for your continued support and co-operation through this difficult 
period and we look forward to welcoming all of student back.  
 
Kind regards,  
 

 
 
Mr M Bennett 
Head Teacher  


