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Message from Mr Bennett 

Dear all, 

We enjoy working with students and parents and would like to thank all families for working with the school over 
the last few months. We look forward to continuing this in the New Year. 
 
In this newsletter we have included reminders about mobile phone usage, uniform expectations and how to 
communicate with the school.  
 
In the New Year, we hope to run a number of events for children and their families to support each other in the 
busy and challenging times we find ourselves in, look out for these in the near future. 
 
Remember, Monday 6th January is a staff training day covering student engagement and expectations delivered 
by experts from industry. Therefore, all students are expected back at school on Tuesday 7th January at 8.45. 
Until then, have a good break. 
 
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 
 
Mike Bennett  
Head teacher 
 

Uniform 

 

All uniform items should be clearly named.  It is expected that all pupils will wear the appropriate school uniform. 

Girls  

Navy blue cardigan or V-necked pullover with Ridgeway crest 

Black skirt or trousers* 

Navy blazer with Ridgeway crest – (optional) 

White blouse with school tie 

Gold, green and red strip tie 

White or black socks, skin or black coloured tights 

Coat of a quality of material and colour suitable for school use (no logos) 

Black shoes with flat heel (no stiletto heels or similar).  Flat-heeled sandals may be worn in appropriate weather 

(trainers are not allowed). 

Boots may be worn to and from school in exceptional weather but pupils must change into shoes during the 

school day. 
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Boys  

Navy blue V-necked pullover with Ridgeway crest 

Black trousers (Trousers with pockets on the leg, large belts or buckles, with dropped waists or very flared, are 

not deemed suitable for school uniform.  Skirts to be of a modest length.) 

Navy blazer with Ridgeway crest – optional 

White shirt with school tie 

Gold, green and red strip tie 

Black or grey socks 

Coat of a quality of material and colour suitable for school use (no logos) 

Black shoes (trainers are not allowed). 

PLEASE NOTE THAT CHEWING GUM IS A BANNED SUBSTANCE ON THE SCHOOL SITE 

Sports Uniform 

Girls & Boys - Ridgeway games kit is available from the three providers of school uniform listed below and 

consists of: 

Indoor Kit for Gym: Locker fitted polo shirt (red/navy) with Locker shorts (navy) 

Summer Games:  As indoor kit for gym plus white ankle-length socks with white pumps or trainers. 

Winter Outdoor Kit:  Locker long sleeved reversible top, Locker shorts (navy), knee-length red socks, trainers, 

hockey boots or football boots, navy jogging bottoms (optional for very cold weather). 

A shower towel is recommended for outdoor lessons 

Shin pads. 

PE kit bag with drawstring 

 

CHOOL UNIFORM SUPPLIERS: 

Clive Mark School wear:  5 Marketplace, Redditch B98 8AA 

Tel:  01527 591444 

National School wear Centre:  3-4 Bulls Head Yard, Alcester B49 5BX 

Tel: 01789 400344 

School Days:  Britannica House, 13-15 Church Street, Bromsgrove B97 8DD 

Website: www.schooldays-bromsgrove.co.uk 
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Tel: 01527 757439 

Alcester NSC: 3-4 Bulls Head Yard, Alcester, B49 5BX 

Website: http://alcesternsc.co.uk/ 

Tel: 01789 400344 

AND NOW:  Orchard Clothing, Unit 6 Hunt End Industrial Estate, Dunlop Road, Hunt End, Redditch B97 5XP 

Tel: 0845 208 0471          enquiries@orchardclothing.co.uk 

Please Note:  If you wish to have details of the criteria or application for a uniform grant, please contact the 

school office, in confidence.  The school will be able to provide you with the appropriate guidance. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Jewellery 

Parents are urged to see that children leave valuables at home.  Watches and metal stud earrings only are 

acceptable but other jewellery must not be worn for school.  Loss causes the owner and parents much distress 

and items of jewellery must be removed for games/PE lessons (including any such extra-curricular activity).  

School cannot be responsible for any loss of jewellery if items are not handed in to the teacher leading the 

PE/Games lesson.  It is advised that small items should be placed in a small box to avoid loss of the items. 

Pupils may not wear body or tongue piercings to school. 

It would be particularly helpful if parents who are considering having their children’s ears pierced should arrange 

for this to be done at the beginning of the holiday period.  Training studs may not be removed for a lengthy 

period and this could mean that the child concerned would not be able to take part in a range of activities within 

the Physical Education curriculum. 

Pupils may not wear make-up, nail extensions or nail varnish to school. 
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Mobile Device Confiscation Procedure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All devices must be switched off, inside a bag before being brought on to the school site. Any pupil seen using a 

device must expect to have it confiscated in accordance with the school’s procedures. This also applies to any 

electronic or smart devices, including smart watches, speakers and earphones. 

Scenario 1: Compliance 

For the 1st and 2nd incident the member of staff reminds the pupil of the mobile phone policy and the pupil 

hands over the device to the member of staff. The pupil then collects the device at the end of day from the main 

school office and no further action is taken. 

For the 3rd and onwards incident where the device is being taken from the pupil an adult will need to collect the 

device from the school office. The device will not be handed back to the pupil. 

If the pupil is a repeat offender, the Head of Year may choose to get involved. 

Scenario 2: Non-Compliance 

The member of staff reminds the pupil of the mobile phone policy and the pupil refuses to hand over the device 

to the member of staff. In accordance with the expected staff actions, the pupil is then given the chance to make 

a positive choice and hand over the device. if the pupil still refuses to cooperate, senior staff call-out protocol is 

actioned. if the pupil then hands the phone over to the member of staff who comes to support, school detention 

for the following day is still issued as a consequence of refusing to co-operate with member of staff. If the pupil 

refuses to cooperate with this member of staff, SLT must be alerted immediately to deal with the situation. 

This will result in a school detention or isolation. 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Ridgeway Academy 
Skills and Experiences for Life 

Newsletter 

 
20th December 2019 

Facebook: @RidgewayAc 

Twitter: @AcademyRidgeway 

 

 

  

Takeover Day 

School councillors enjoyed taking part in Takeover Day on Thursday 12th December. Pupils got to experience a 

variety of leadership roles including leading class activities and marking books. Well done to all the school 

councillors for their excellent contributions last week. 

Sports Desk 

 

The PE Department would like to thank all students who have represented school in any sport this term. Your 

effort, commitment and performances have been fantastic. Sports councillors have been involved in various 

leadership opportunities and have represented the school fantastically over the last term. 

The PE department would also like to thank Mr Quigley who is leaving this end of term. Good luck on your next 

placement! 

Have a great Christmas and Happy New Year. 

The PE Department 

Mr Jack Worton 

Assistant Headteacher (SENCo and KS4) 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Ridgeway Academy 
Skills and Experiences for Life 

Newsletter 

 
20th December 2019 

Facebook: @RidgewayAc 

Twitter: @AcademyRidgeway 

 

  

Well done to Kathryn Taylor for finishing the year as Britain’s number one junior if Archery GB, Ridgeway are 

incredibly proud of you! 
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Primary Mathematics Challenge 2019 

The Primary Mathematics Challenge is a fun and exciting mathematical Challenge aimed at the higher attaining 

pupils in years 5 and 6. Selected pupils at Ridgeway took the challenge in November. 

Rory Smith and James Claydon were the top performers in the challenge, and receive Gold awards, 

congratulations! 

Silver award winners were Christian Lancaster, Oscar Stewart-Clark and Jayden James. 

Bronze award winners were Tom Burgoyne, Joshua Bluck, Hetty Walsh, George Wass-Courtnell and Sophie 

Shephard. 

Congratulations to all the award winners and well done to the other pupils who took part. 

Mr Hayward 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Test yourself with one of the questions from the challenge: 

In the calculation below, four of the five missing digits are the same: 

   x  = 11 655 

What is the sum of the five missing digits? 
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E-Safety 

We have been made aware of some new social media apps that have recently become quite popular that we 

thought parents should be aware of – Monkey App and Unico Live. 

Monkey App matches users randomly around the world for a brief video call. When matched with a new person, 

you can add more time or add the person on Snapchat to continue the connection. 

Unico Live allows users to publicly live-stream themselves or share a screen with another person. Users can chat, 

use stickers and filters to customise their stream, viewers can send love, and share gifts of monetary value.  

The potential for graphic images is obviously very high with these apps.  

 

Parents Evening Feedback 

Thank you all for the feedback given at the recent parent’s evenings. While there have been some great results, 

your views have been instrumental in highlighting areas in which we need to improve upon as well. 

 

Here are some of the responses and comments we are proud of: 

“Headteacher & heads of dept pro-active and helpful” 

“Excellent communication tools available to parents to monitor progress” 

87% of year 9 parents agree that they receive valuable information from the school about my child's progress. 

84% of year 9 parents agree that the school is well led and well managed. 

100% of year 9 parents agree that their child is well looked after at this school. 

97% of year 11 parents agree that their child feels safe at school. 

87% of year 11 parents agree that their child makes good progress at the school. 

 

We will post more results as we receive more feedback at the parent’s evenings. Thanks again to everyone who 

has responded so far. 
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  Dates for your Diary 

Yr6 Parents Evening 

January 23, 2020 

Year 6 SATS Information Evening 

January 30, 2020 

Year 8 Parents Evening 

February 27, 2020 

Year 5 & 7 Parents Evening 

April 30, 2020 

 

https://ridgeway.academy/event/yr6-parents-evening/
https://ridgeway.academy/event/year-6-sats-information-evening-2/
https://ridgeway.academy/event/year-8-parents-evening/
https://ridgeway.academy/event/year-5-7-parents-evening/
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The answer to the maths quiz is 17 


