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Dear parents and carers, 

We are proud of the broad and balanced curriculum that pupils receive at Ridgeway from Year 5 through to Year 
11. Qualifications are very important (indeed, we couldn’t do our jobs without them).  We have awards through 
the school for subject specialisms (for example - Primary Science Award (Gold) and School Games Sports Mark 
(Gold)).  We are confident that our pupils receive a broad and balanced curriculum delivered by subject 
specialists and trained teachers. We are keen to encourage pupils, particularly in our primary years, to 
experience a wide range of subjects from specialists, rather than a limited diet of Maths and English as 
government tests approach. 

It has been a very bust year for the school this academic year and it looks set to be another busy year from 
September. We are looking forward to making more changes, both physically and academically to the school in 
the new academic year. As we head towards the summer break, we wish you all a restful and sunny holiday. 

Kind regards, 

Mike Bennett 

Headteacher 

 

School day as from September 2019 

A reminder that our school day starts later in September, as highlighted below: 
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Year 11 pupils 

Pupils who are currently in Year 10, well done for working through two thirds of your GCSE course. During the 
summer it would be sensible for you to: 

A)      Read around the topics during your break that will be taught in September. These can be found at 
https://ridgeway.academy/year-11-overview-of-learning/ and the Seneca Independent Learning 
Platform https://ridgeway.academy/seneca-independent-learning-platform/ 
B)      Revise the topics that you have already been taught: https://ridgeway.academy/revision-links/ 
  

In mid-September, the school will publish an intervention/revision timetable for pupils and parents. 

 

September 2019 

Please note, Tuesday 3rd September 2019 only years 5 & 9 will be in school, all other years will be back on 

Wednesday 4th September 2019. 

Thank you to Sarniya, Tyler, Ethan, Maisey and Storm, for their amazing performances during the awards 

assemblies! 

https://ridgeway.academy/year-11-overview-of-learning/
https://ridgeway.academy/seneca-independent-learning-platform/
https://ridgeway.academy/revision-links/
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Astwood Bank Carnival 

The carnival this year was a fantastic success. Thank you to everyone who took part and helped with the creation 

of the float! And a huge well done to Daisy Stewart-Clark, this years’ Carnival Queen! 
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Sports Day 

Sports Day 2019 took place on the 17th July, the whole school were part of the events either competing or 

supporting their house. There were some fantastic team and individual performances from all involved. A special 

mention must go to the sports council who led and officiated events flawlessly.  

Duke of Edinburgh Update 

Ridgeway Academy pupils completed the Silver award for the first ever time. All of Ridgeway's 12 pupils that took 

part completed the award in tough conditions in north wales after catching the train independently and walking 

the best part of 45km. The award has been a huge success this year and we look forward to its growth and 

success in future years. 

 

Huge congratulations to the pupils listed below: 

 

Mary Dowchan Kowalska 

Jess Dodd 

Charlotte Chorley 

Leah McNaughton 

Lauren Smith 

Sammie Oliver 

 

Daniel Holmes 

James Edmunds 

Aleks Owusu Finkgraf 

Ethan Joyce 

Harvey Sharpe 

Lewis Bennett 
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Friends of Ridgeway 

 

 

 

We would to thank all pupils and parents for the generous contribution that you make for all of our events. 

Our aims have always been that all pupils MUST benefit from the money that is collected.  

In recent years the allocation of Friends of Ridgway funds have to improve the outside space for all pupils at the 

school.  We have been able to provide high quality resilient seating for many pupils to use in their free time.  

 

We have also invested funds in beginning an outdoor gym for the pupils to use in lessons and in their free time. 

Pupil health is so important to us. 

A huge thankyou to all parents and pupils who helped out in collecting items, preparing for the discos/fayres or 

helping to run stalls at these events. The contribution and commitment of the core team has been fantastic. It is 

with a heavy heart that Mrs Flowers will be stepping down as FOR chairperson in September. 

I would like to personally thank Mrs Flowers, Mrs Hunter and the core team for their enthusiasm and unwavering 

drive to plan events that will provide the pupils with items that school fund could not stretch to.  

Thank you Alison – You have been a fantastic chairperson giving up much of your free time to Friends of 

Ridgeway – An absolute star.  

 

Mrs L Bishop 
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Well Done Kathryn! 

 

Ridgeway Pupil Kathryn Taylor, 15, became Junior Lady Under 16 Champion of Great Britain last Sunday. 

The Junior National Championship tournament, held at Lilleshall National Sports Centre in Shropshire hosted 260 

of the country’s best junior archers, shooting in 4 age groups, under 18s,16s, 14s and under 12s. 

In near perfect conditions Kathryn shot in the Junior Ladies Under 16s Recurve Olympic division and her score of 

1244 out of a possible 1296 gave her a 10-point victory. Her trophy, the silver Nettleton Cup dates back to 1948 

and Kathryn’s name will be engraved on it, a few places below her Aunt Sue, who won it in 1972. 

This was Kathryn’s first time at the National Junior Championships and her victory took a few people by surprise 

and leaving all the current GB Squad in her wake. 

Kathryn was also part of the Warwickshire team that won the County Championship trophy and the West 

Midlands Team that won the Regional Championship. 

Kathryn is coached by former GB National Team coach Clive Jeacock and her Mum and Dad, Beverley and Paul 

Taylor (both former GB Internationals). 
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Award Winners 

Congratulations to the summer term award winners in KS2! 

And of course congratulations to the KS3 winners! 
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Activities Next Week 

 

As part of the broadening of our curriculum in offering our pupils access to a multicultural, multi-faceted 

approach to learning about different cultures and languages, we have been successful in establishing a 

partnership with an extremely successful and very popular language school in Poland. Mr Ayton has helped to 

establish and set up this school with the Director of the School in October 2013. He worked there for 

approximately two years. The school has grown massively and there is now a growing need for their pupils to 

experience life and our culture. This a perfect opportunity both for them and for us, as a school, to get to know a 

different culture, giving us an insight into how they approach things- even view the world- relative to how we 

view it. 

 

To this aim, we now wish to cooperate and move forward with the establishment of, one hopes, a long term link 

with this school. The school is called, "The Best Skola". You can read more information about it via their 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/TheBestSzkola/ or website http://www.szkolathebest.pl/. 

 

The idea is that they will spend the mornings of their time at Ridgeway taking part in activities.  If you are 

interested in your child attending any of these days, please can you email Mr Ayton directly 

(apayton@ridgeway.academy), so we can get an idea of numbers. There are limited places for our pupils (16 in 

total). There are sixty Polish pupils coming. 

 

When? 

The first week of summer holidays (Monday 22nd - Friday 26th July) 

 

What Time? 

8:30 am - 12:30-1 pm 

 

Where? 

Ridgeway Academy 

 

How much? 

Free! 

 

What exactly will it involve? 

Workshops and games with 60 cool Polish students: 

Exciting Sports Experiences (cricket, football, yoga) 

Art with an Artist! (drawing, painting and more) 

Explosive Science experiments with fun science teacher 

Music (singing, playing instruments) with an Italian 

Acting in mini movies and theatre plays 

Crazy Teamwork games 

 

Link to video with more info: https://youtu.be/c3QVmndWf1U 
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