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Work Experience 2019 

 

Last week, all of our Year 10 students went out of School to complete a week’s work experience. We are 

extremely proud of them as we have received so many positive comments from employers, who said that they 

were a real credit to Ridgeway and behaved in a really mature, responsible and polite manner. 

 

These are only some of the comments we have received back so far: 

Leah Crane – Attwell Farm Park, Beoley: 

“Excellent, best work experience student ever! Couldn’t fault her! We thought she was amazing and would like to 

offer her the opportunity of a part-time job.” 

Erin Hiley-Purnell – Pretty Hair and Beauty 

“We would definitely offer Erin a Saturday job if she wanted it!” 

Sanya Hussain – Knights Pharmacy, Crabbs Cross 

“An excellent student, pleasure to have!” 

Maisey Leake - Birchensale Middle School 

“Maisey did rounders at lunchtime with the pupils and gave some independent voice coaching to one of our girls 

in the school production. She is a really lovely girl! We have sent a message home to her parents to say how great 

she has been.” 

Ethan Lynes, - Feckenham First School 

“He has ‘blown me away’! He could easily teach and now has had TA experience. He helped to get a child to tell 

the truth when there was an incident.” 

Gabriel Ordish - The Old Needle Works 

“Gabe has shown versatility, not fazed by changes.” 

Georgia Oscroft – A&E Oscroft & sons 

“Georgia has been so helpful this week, sorting out paperwork and doing other tasks.” 

Hannah Randall – Bromford Planning and Logistics 

“Hannah has completed and extended two projects during her time with us. Thank you and well done.” 

Eliot Richards, Ubi-Tech, Redditch 

“Eliot has shown leadership qualities and has completed a wide variety of tasks: prioritising; problem-solving; 

writing letters to customers; SWOT analysis and has taken part in Board meetings. His confidence has really 

grown during the week.” 
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Fiona Rodgers – Kingfisher Marketing 

“Fiona has grown in confidence and has enjoyed her experience. She really is an excellent representative from her 

school and it has been nice having her on site.” 

Riley Tudor – Jamie Bailey Sports 

“Riley has been great! He has supported the children well and has grown in confidence. Really good!” 

Lucy Tully – Kingfisher Blids and Curtains 

“Lucy has been great this week.” 

Tyler Tillesley – Tower Studios 

“Tyler has a great personality. He is polite and professional: he takes the initiative and has a strong work ethic.” 

Elise Vranic – Lambert’s Estate Agents 

“Elise has been really positive to have in the office and is welcome back!” 

Josh Wilkinson – Evolve Fitness 

“Has been a joy to have around.” 

Maeve Winn – Astwood Bank Primary School 

“She is confident and willing to learn. She uses her initiative and the children love her. She is a credit to the 

school.” 

Leah Yeomans – World’s End Primary school 

“A delightful young girl, who has needed minimal support.” 

Aleks Owusu-Finkgraf – Sea Farm 

“Working well but reflective about his career options.  Would definitely offer him a job in the future!” 

Grace Roberts – Tardebigge First School 

“'Lovely approach with the children'. Grace kept a record of challenges that she overcame each day.” 

Charley Senior – Crabbs Cross pre-School 

“Very confident with the children and her colleagues, looked happy and relaxed. I was very impressed with 

Charley. This has confirmed her ideas that she wanted to work with young children.” 

Ethan Joyce –Tarmac 

“Very engaged, full of questions, sociable.” 
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Maisy Morris – Car Clinic 

“She was smiling and happy, confident and really proud of what she had achieved this week. She has exceeded 

expectations.” 

Fin and Mason Boyce – Ridgeway Academy 

“Very professional, mature, good team-players, completed tasks well, polite, well-mannered, reliable.” 

Olly Hopkins – Robin Dickin Stables 

“Fully involved, enjoyed it.” 

Poppy Baker-Edwards/Jennifer Beasley – Oak Kennels 

“Two of the best students I have ever had in 15 years of offering work experience. I am going to offer them part-

time jobs.” 

Dan Holmes – Eaton Ltd 

“Keen and interested.  Lots of resilience has coped with very technical tasks.” 

Jay Hughes – Moredale Electrical 

“Polite and well mannered.  Has coped well with a wide variety of tasks” 

Reece Craythorne – Royal Mail 

“A pleasure to have for the week.  Has lots to offer. Got on with it!” 

Leah Macnaughton – Palace Theatre 

“Excellent, all round performance. Tackles whatever she is given with enthusiasm and does a very good job.” 

 

Ridgeway would like to thank all the employers who have offered places and supported our students during 

their work experience. We really appreciate the time and effort you have taken to accommodate their needs 

and give them a meaningful opportunity. We look forward to working with you in the future. 
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Some of Our Pupils Enjoying Work Experience 
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Ridgeway’s Animals 

 

Our animals are largely supported by donations and help from a variety of sources: Solaris Electrical made the 

pens, Rebecca Cole’s parents donated snake, 3 chickens were donated, Karen Green donated 3 further chickens 

and Teddy Bear nursery donate off cut food to name a few. 

 

We are very grateful as this helps keep costs down so that they are nearly cost neutral (apart from the vet fees!). 

It is due to this generosity that we are able to provide the majority of our animals that so many pupils benefit 

from. 

 

Should people wish to donate bedding and foodstuffs or other useful materials to our animals we would be very 

grateful. 

 

Thank you 

Staff 

The school has been recruiting staff along with a number of other schools across the region. There are a number 

of reasons for this. It is perfectly normal and expected for some staff to move school after a number of years. 

This always happens. Our school is also getting bigger and therefore with an increase in pupil numbers we will 

need an increase in staffing. 

We are excited by this opportunity to appoint further experienced and secondary trained staff to complement 

our existing team. 

As always, should you have any questions, please contact us at the school. 
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We were so privileged to meet Brian Gault last Thursday 

afternoon. His story is lively, funny, challenging and 

moving. It has already encouraged thousands of lives. 

Brian was born with no arms. However, instead of being 

angry, this courageous man has turned to his setbacks 

through religion, as he struggled to prove himself 

‘normal’ in an abnormal world. 

His love for life is infectious, his determination to not 

allow physical disability to make him an outcast or 

socially isolated is awesome and inspirational. 

Pupils were genuinely inspired by his story and they are 

still talking about it now. 

Brian has written this book for older reads/adults and all 

proceeds go to the “Look, no hands charity”.  The charity 

work with children all over the world that have been 

born with Thalidomide-related disabilities. 

You can contact the school office to order a book for £5 

or pay on parent pay. 

Brian Gault 

Exams 

Yr6 have completed their SATs. Well done. Thank you to all (parents, pupils and staff involved). During June, we 

are holding tests for each year group (excluding Yr6). More information will be sent out to respective year groups 

nearer the time. However, please use the revision site on our website https://ridgeway.academy/revision-links 

for guidance and speak to your teachers if more clarification is needed. 

Carnival Princess 

Well done to Daisy Stewart-Clark of 7LS for being chosen to be the Carnival Princess! 

https://ridgeway.academy/revision-links
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Ridgeway Academy Summer Fair 

Saturday 29th June 1-4 pm 

Everyone is welcome to join in the festivities: children, adults, friends and family members. With sports activities 

to craft stalls from hamper raffles to the ultimate inflatable obstacle course and of course the ACADEMY 

CHALLENGE with prizes for the whole winning class. The fair has things to suit all ages. 

Things to remember: 

• Bring in donations for hampers from 24th June 2019. 

• Wrist bands for bouncy attractions will be on sale at lunchtimes & are available on Parentpay too; Cost 

£3.50 

• Please sign up your group or club for your spot on the showcase stage, or to run a stall or game. You can 

do this in the office. 

• Classes to enter teams of 8 for “Academy Challenge”. 4 for the “It’s a knock-out assault course” and 4 for 

the “University Challenge” type quiz. Come and support your team members to win the challenge. The 

winning class in each key stage wins a whole class prize 

 Non-Uniform Day 

Friday 28th June - To make things go with a swing we are asking the children to come to school in non-uniform 

on the day before the Fair in return for a donation of chocolates or a bottle for the tombola (Alcoholic bottles by 

parents only & left with staff at the school gates- please do not send children to school with alcohol!) 

We are desperately short of volunteers so if you can spare some time to help (any time from 9am until 5pm) or 

you have your own business & would like a table at the fair, please contact “Friends of Ridgeway Academy” via 

the Facebook page or via the school office. 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Fair! 

Inset Day 

 

Please don’t forget that Friday 24th May is an inset day and we hope you all have a fantastic well-deserved break! 


