
Key Stage 4 
Learning Evening

How to succeed at GCSE



During this evening, we will 
cover…

• Reformed GCSEs update

• Changes in reporting

• Access arrangements for public exams

• How to succeed at GCSE

• Personal learning targets 



This year students sat 

the reformed GCSEs in 

nearly all subjects.

The number of students 

gaining a 4 was 

comparable with the 

number of those who 

gained a grade C under 

the old system. The 

same applied to the 

those  achieving grade 7 

against the old A grade.

Will this apply to results 

in summer 2019 and 

beyond?



What is the difference between 
the old and new GCSE exams ?

• Added challenge of AS level content in GCSE exams

• An end to tiered entry (higher and foundation) in 
most subjects

• Linear rather than modular exams

• Limited coursework



Changes in reporting home 
• Live access to data from January via Go4Schools

• Pupils will have a realistic (FFT 50) and an aspirational 
(FFT 5) year 11 target grade and progress will be 
tracked against these and reported to parents termly



Homework

Formal Assessment

Prior Attainment

Classwork

Professional 
Judgement

MOST LIKELY 

GRADE
Attitude to Learning

The ‘FFT’ grade



These FFT predictions are entirely personalised and based around 
your performance at Key Stage 2. 

They are put together using decades of historical data – they 
represent what pupils who gained the same KS2 levels as you went 

on to get when studying this subject at GCSE. 
You are in no way limited by prior attainment though!

Understanding the data



KS2 SATs data

Average grade of 
pupils with similar 
prior attainment

% chance of grades based on what 
historical pupils have achieved with 
similar prior attainment



Personal learning targets



Access Arrangements
Disability – ‘physical or mental impairment which has a substantial 

adverse effect on that person’s ability to carry out normal day to day 
activities’.

Long term – lasting, or likely to last, for at least 12 months.

JCQ – Regulating body

• Reasonable adjustments 
• Not an entitlement - access arrangements made in previous years do not 

guarantee GCSE access arrangements will be granted. 

• History of need

• Normal way of working

• Medical Need – Consultant letter is necessary but this only initiates 
investigations in school regarding the impact on learning.

• Timetable for screening - currently underway with Year 10. Screening of 
Year 9 will start later this academic year and at the beginning of the next 
academic year. 





No less vital than effort…
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In the KS4 booklets…



The power of your mind....



A computer comparable to the 
human brain would need to be able 
to perform more than 38 000 trillion 

operations per second and hold 
about 3,584 terabytes of memory. 



Even IBM’s BlueGene 
supercomputer, one of the 

world’s most powerful, only 
has a computational 

capability of 92 trillion
operations per second and a 
mere 8 terabytes of memory.

Even if we could bring that much raw processing 
power together in one computer it still wouldn’t be 
able to achieve all that each one of us can achieve, 

because we have not yet fully characterized the 
nature of memory, let alone consciousness.



Regular exercise – Not just study



“Fall down seven 
times, get up 
eight times.” 

Japanese proverb 



Champions do not become champions 
when they win the event, but in the hours, 

weeks, months and years they spend 
preparing for it. 

T. Armstrong - ex President of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation

The victorious performance itself is merely 
the demonstration of their championship 

character.



With GCSE studies ahead of you….

…….dream the dreams, make the right 
choices, work hard, and maximise 

your true potential…..



• Make a homework calendar and stick to it

• Get into good habits of practising and going 
over work covered in lessons.

• Take regular breaks from study

• Understand your learning style

• Collaborate with classmates – Find those 
positive peers

• Variety – podcasts, videos, reading material, 
different colours

• Minimise anxiety

• Grit and determination – parental support



…and let’s celebrate together 
in August 2020 and 2021 

Good luck -
we’ll be with 

you every step 
of the way.



GCSE English Language

Exam Paper Breakdown:

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
(5 Questions - 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
(5 Questions – 1 hour and 45 minutes)

40 + 40 marks = 80 marks



GCSE English Language

Exam Paper Breakdown:

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
(5 Questions - 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Question 1 = Fact retrieval

Question 2 = Understanding of Literary Techniques

Question 3 = How the writer maintains interest (narrative hooks)

Question 4 = Consider both sides of an argument related to the text

Question 5 = Creative Writing



Q1 – 4 Marks (5 Minutes)

Read again the first part of the source, lines 1 to 5.

List four things about the Giant from this part of the source.

Q2 – 8 Marks (10 Minutes)

Look in detail at this extract, from lines 6 to 12 of the source:

How does the writer use language here to convey Sophie‘s anxiety (nervousness)?

You could include the writer’s choice of:

• words and phrases

• language features and techniques

• sentence forms.

Q3 – 8 Marks (10 Minutes)

You now need to think about the whole of the source.

This text is from the beginning of the story.

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?

You could write about:

• what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source

• how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops

• any other structural features that interest you.

Q4 – 20 Marks (20 Minutes)

Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source, from line 16 to the end.

A reader said, ‘This part of the story, where the Giant is describing what Giants are like, 

shows that they should be feared.’

To what extent do you agree?

In your response, you could:

• consider your own impressions of what the Giants are like

• evaluate how the writer conveys Sophie’s reaction to what she hears

• support your response with references to the text.

Section A - The BFG

The BFG was published in 1982. The 
story concentrates on Sophie, an 
orphan, who is captured by a giant 
(The Big Friendly Giant). The BFG 
captures good dreams at night and 
gives them to children.

Film Trailer:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GZ0Bey4YUGI



Section B: 

Writing

You are advised to spend about 45 

minutes on this section.

Write in full sentences.

You are reminded of the need to plan

your answer.

You should leave enough time to check 

your work at the end.

0 5

(24 marks for content and 

organisation

16 marks for technical accuracy)

[40 marks]

Your school or college is holding a 

creative writing competition and they 

intend to publish the winning entries.

Either

Write a description suggested by this 

picture:

or

Write a story about poverty in a city.



GCSE English Language

Exam Paper Breakdown:

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives
(5 Questions – 1 hour and 45 minutes)

Question 1 = Fact retrieval (Identifying true or false statements)

Question 2 = Compare and Contrast (Summarise differences between texts)

Question 3 = Writer’s choice of language (Language to describe)

Question 4 = Compare and Contrast (Consider both sides of an argument)

Question 5 = Creative Writing (Non-Fiction focus)



Section B: 

Writing
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on 

this section.

Write in full sentences.

You are reminded of the need to plan your 

answer.

You should leave enough time to check your work

at the end.

0 5

‘Schools need to be tougher on children.’

Write an article for a formal blog in which you explain your point of view on this 

issue.

(24 marks for content and organisation

16 marks for technical accuracy)

[40 marks]



GCSE English Literature

Exam Paper Breakdown:

Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th-Century Novel
(Romeo and Juliet – Two Questions)
(Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – Two Questions)

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry
(Lord of the Flies – Two Questions)
(Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology – Two Questions)



Ridgeway Academy: 
moving forward to maths 

at GCSE 



The GCSE Mathematics specification 
will be examined by three written 

papers, each of 1½ hours:

Paper 1 

(33.3%)

Paper 2 

(33.3%)

Paper 3 

(33.3%)

Non-

calculator

Calculator Calculator

80 marks 80 marks 80 marks

90 min 90 min 90 min



Tiers

Mathematics GCSE has retained “tiering” in its 
examinations.



New content: Foundation from 
Higher

• Index laws: zero and negative powers (numeric and algebraic)
• Standard form
• Compound interest and reverse percentages
• Direct and indirect proportion (numeric and algebraic)
• Expand the product of two linear expressions
• Factorise quadratic expressions in the form x2 + bx + c Solve linear/linear 

simultaneous equations
• Solve quadratic equations by factorisation
• Plot cubic and reciprocal graphs, recognise quadratic and cubic graphs
• Trigonometric ratios in 2D right-angled triangles
• Fractional scale enlargements in transformations
• Lengths of arcs and areas of sectors of circles
• Mensuration problems Vectors (except geometric problems/proofs)
• Density Tree diagrams



New content: Higher from AS
• Expand the products of more than two binomials
• Interpret the reverse process as the ‘inverse function’; interpret the 

succession of two functions as a ‘composite function’ (using formal 
function notation)

• Deduce turning points by completing the square
• Calculate or estimate gradients of graphs and areas under graphs, 

and interpret results in real-life cases (not including calculus)
• Simple geometric progressions including surds, and other 

sequences
• Deduce expressions to calculate the nth term of quadratic 

sequences
• Calculate and interpret conditional probabilities through Venn 

diagrams



New content: To both Tiers 
• Use inequality notation to specify simple error intervals

• Identify and interpret roots, intercepts, turning points 
of quadratic functions graphically; deduce roots 
algebraically

• Fibonacci type sequences, quadratic sequences, 
geometric progressions

• Relate ratios to linear functions Interpret the gradient 
of a straight line graph as a rate of change

• Know the exact values of sin θ and cos θ and tan θ for θ 
= 0°, 30°, 45°, 60° and 90°



Old content: Removed
• Trial and improvement

• Tessellations

• Isometric grids

• Imperial units of measure

• Questionnaires

• 3D coordinates

• Rotation and enlargement of functions



GCSE (9-1) 
Maths: 

Need to know 
formulae



New GCSE question: 2017 F P1 
(4marks)



New GCSE question: 2017 F/H P2 
(4 marks)



New GCSE question: 2017 F/H P3 
(6 marks)



New GCSE question: 2017 H P3 (6 
marks)


