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Merry Christmas to all, 

As the Autumn term draws to a close, we look back on an eventful year. Pupils have taken opportunities offered 

them throughout the school and have hopefully enjoyed the trips, activities, lessons, after school clubs and 

other events whilst also learning at the same time. Hopefully pupils will reflect upon the learning opportunities 

they have had this term and in particular, years 9 and 10 should be getting in to the habit of revising each of 

their subjects at the end of each term. 

We all hope that the pupils have enjoyed the last week of term and the events held at school. 

Enjoy the holiday period. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Mike Bennett 

Head teacher 

Thank You 

A huge thank you for all of the pupils and parents who supported our Christmas fayre on 30th November.  It was 

a huge success and we raised lots of money.  We will be using the money to buy benches for pupils to sit on 

around the site. A big thank you to Allison Flowers and the rest of Friends of Ridgeway for their continued 

efforts. 

Say Hello Wave Goodbye 
 
Mrs Eost has secured a head of MFL post in another school from January. The Languages team are incredibly 
grateful to Mrs Eost for the help, hard work and guidance she has given the pupils, department and school over 
the last 4 years. Thank you and we wish you luck in your new job in the New Year. 
 
Mr Roberts, after 13 years at Ridgeway and a number of different roles has been successful in securing a role at 
another school. Llanrugg and the cinema trip will not be the same again! We would all like to thank him for his 
hard work and commitment to the pupils over the last 13 years and wish him well in his new position in the New 
Year. 
 
Mr Deschamps is an experienced secondary languages teacher who will be joining us in January. He has worked 
in schools locally for a number of years and we look forward to welcoming him in January to Ridgeway. 
 

End of Term Progress Reports 

You should have received a hard copy of your child's end of term progress report along with supporting 

information. You can also access this via Go4Schools (please contact the school if you are yet to set this up). 
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End of Term Award Winners 

Congratulations to the Key Stage 3 & 4 award winners 

and well done to all the pupils who were nominated! 

And of course congratulations to the Key Stage 2 award 

winners and nominations! 
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School Animals 
 
Many of the school’s animals have been donated to the school. We are very grateful for this. We keep the 
running the animals low by accepting donations (fruit and veg, food pellets etc.) so that they are manageable 
costs.  Our animals are largely cost neutral. Unfortunately, the costs we can't manage so well are the vet fees 
that are evidently out of our control! 
 
As you will be aware, we had new additions in November to our rabbits. In the New Year, we will be looking for 
homes for a number of these rabbits. They will be un-vaccinated (therefore will need to be vaccinated if kept as 
pets should a family decide). In return, we would accept donations to the running costs of the animals such as 
vouchers/gift cards from Tesco (for fruit and veg), The Corn Stores (for hay and kibble) or a minimum of £10 so 
we can buy these items ourselves. 
 
Should anyone be interested, then please email slt@ridgeway.academy with your details. 
 

Artists of The Week 
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As a parent of a 14-year-old myself, I often find my teenager with what seems to be a mobile device attached to 
their hand. I often re-read this article about the need to manage young people’s access to technology. 
From one parent to another… 
 
Mr Bennett 
 
Why technology in children’s bedrooms is bad news 
MEGAN BLANDFORD 
 
Your home is a safe space, for you and your kids. It’s a place where you can all switch off from the outside world, 
forget about everything and everyone and the only people allowed in are the ones you invite. 
At least, it used to be. 
 
But we now live in a time when everyone we know, and a whole stack of people we don’t know, are invited into 
our homes every day. It’s called the internet and social media. 
 
This intrusion into the safe space of our homes is affecting our kids, and it’s time that us parents step up to help 

them manage it. 

Technology in kids’ bedrooms: a bad idea 

What happens to devices at night-time is a big issue for families. Should your child be allowed to play games or 

chat to friends online, in bed, until they fall asleep? Or should there be a cut-off time, when devices are put 

down? 

Well, you can’t argue with science. One study found that kids who use devices at bedtime sleep less, get poorer 

quality sleep and are more tired during the day than kids who switch off earlier. 

And it gets more interesting: further research says it isn’t just using the devices that interrupts sleep. Even kids 

who have a phone or tablet device in their room – without using it at bedtime or during the night – still had that 

bad quality of sleep. 

• Related: Should siblings share a room? A psychologist’s advice 

• Related: Should adult children at home pay board? 

• Related: Those perfect nurseries on social media are a farce 

So you can forget blue-light filtered glasses or switching off the Wi-Fi to save your kids’ sleep. Simply having a 

device in their bedroom is keeping them awake. 

What’s good for the kids is good for the adults 

I asked my nine-year-old about a “no technology in bedrooms” rule and she said, “Sure, but adults should follow 

that rule, too”. 

She’s far from the only kid to see a double-standard. Last year, a US survey of 249 families asked the kids (aged 

between 10 and 17) their thoughts on household technology rules. Hypocrisy was one of the big issues they 

raised. 
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“While parents tended not to be concerned about different rules for parents and children, many kids saw that as 

hypocritical,” the report says. “Children also found it easier to follow household technology rules when families 

had developed them collectively and when parents lived by them as well.” 

It’s a widely considered best practice approach to parenting: model the behaviour you want your kids to follow. 

So, we too need to switch off during some parts of the day and all of the night, if we want our kids to develop 

healthy technology habits. 

There are more issues at play 

We are a generation of parents who grew up without having these factors at play; it’s fair to say that we don’t 

truly understand what it’s like to be a teenager in this technology age. 

A friend’s pre-teen son told me recently that not responding to a message quickly is a social disaster. “If you 

don’t reply within five minutes, your friend thinks you hate them and you’re up for a big argument the next day.” 

Another friend’s teenage daughter said, “If you put up a post and it doesn’t get a certain number of likes within 

half an hour, then you have to take it down. Otherwise you’re going to get teased at school the next day.” 

Our kids are sitting at home (which should be their safe places), worrying about whether their actions that night 

are going to have huge social repercussions the next day. 

And we have no idea they have these pressures on them – unless, of course, we chat with them. You can’t do 

that if they’re locked away in their bedroom with their face in a screen until midnight. 

The elephant in the room 

The issue of technology in bedrooms goes even further – and this is one that many parents want to ignore. It’s 

just too scary for words, but let’s try. 

“You need to keep electronic devices out of bedrooms for your child’s safety,” says digital parenting expert Ruth 

Dearing from Children and Technology. “Child exploitation and image abuse is now affecting one in five 

Australians; it’s a massive problem and it’s one that ruins lives.” 

“While your child can easily take a nude image of themselves in their bedroom behind a closed door, they aren’t 

likely to take the same image in the middle of your lounge room!” 

Kids in their rooms, with the whole big world of the internet at their fingertips, is bad news. 

It’s not a matter of trusting your child; it’s a matter of being aware that bad judgment calls can easily be made, 

and that not every person in the internet is a good person – from online predators to school bullies. 

I’m not suggesting that devices or social media are the devils in our children’s once innocent lives. 

But I’m aiming for my home to be a safe space for my children and I think you should too. 

 

Lost Property 

There is a large amount of PE kit and uniform in school lost property. Can we kindly ask that all items are named 

so we can return them to their owners? At the end of each term, any items not named will be donated to charity. 
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  Walking to and from School 

There have been incidents where members of the public have informed the school of pupils stepping out in the 

road without looking on the way home. If your child walks home, please remind them of the importance of being 

sensible and safe on the busy roads near our school. 

Dropping off and picking up before and after school 

When dropping off or picking up children from school, could we please ask parents to be respectful to other 

drivers and our local community? 

Please do not drop off children in the yellow-hashed area outside the school.  

If you are collecting your child along Evesham Road, please could we ask that you park respectfully whilst waiting 

for your child. 

The School Drive 

Recently, there have been occasions where busses have not been able to manoeuvre in the school drive as there 

have been too many cars on the school drive at the start or the end of the school day. This obviously causes 

congestion and can cause a risk to the safety of pupils. 

Unfortunately, the school drive is for staff and public transport vehicles.  

The barrier at the top of the drive will open for staff and public transport vehicles as well as vehicles of the pupils 

with medical conditions requiring drop off on the school premises. 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

 

Monday 7th Jan 2019 – Inset Day 

Tuesday 8th January 2019 – Pupils Return 

Thursday 24th January 2019 -  Year 6 Parents Evening 

Monday 28th January 2019 – Year 8 Parents Evening 
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Schoolchildren Safety Fear Over Fewer Lollipop Men and Women 

The following is an excerpt of an article on the BBC News website, you can view the article at 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-46514670 

 

Safety campaigners say cuts to the number of lollipop men and women near schools are "jeopardising lives". 

 

The number of them funded by councils in Great Britain has fallen by 1,500, almost a quarter, in five years, 

figures obtained by the BBC show. 

 

Some councils are consulting on removing funding for crossing wardens entirely due to budget pressures. 

 

The Local Government Association said councils were trying to maintain crossing patrols wherever possible. 

 

Figures on the cuts in lollipop warden posts equate to a loss of almost one in four from outside schools. 

 

The figures do not include volunteers or those now funded by schools or other groups, meaning there may be 

other wardens operating. Traditionally, the role has been a service run and funded by councils. 

 

'Preventing tragedies' 

 

Stephen Twigg, a Labour MP who campaigns to improve road safety by schools, said parents would be 

concerned. 

 

"School crossing patrols play a vital part in preventing tragedies from occurring but they have borne the brunt of 

cuts in government funding to local authorities in recent years," he said. 

 

"The safety of children should not be compromised as a result." 

 

The London borough of Hounslow went from employing 22 wardens in 2013 to just two in an area with 25,000 

state-funded primary school pupils. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-46514670
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Christmas Tree 

School councillors Amy and Libby wrote to Botany Bay to see if they would kindly donate a Christmas tree to 

Ridgeway. We were extremely grateful that Botany Bay were able to accept this request. Thank you Botany Bay! 

 

 

Polite Request 

If you have any chocolate tubs such as Heroes, Roses etc. over Christmas, could you please save the tubs and 

donate them to me in the food room.  

Miss Skinner 
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Well done to Maeve Winn and Esme Allen for passing their piano exams with distinction. Well done and thank 

you to the following pupils who performed to the Rotary dementia groups on Thursday 6th December.  

 

 

Have a wonderful Christmas and I wish you the very best for 2019.  

 

Mr Sabin 

Sports News 

Individual Excellence 

 

Recently 3 of Ridgeways cricketing talents attended county trials for Worcestershire CCC. Over a series of trials 

all three impressed at different age groups all gaining a county squad spot for the duration of the season! This is 

a phenomenal achievement and we look forward to seeing these boys perform with bat and ball for the pears!  

Congratulations to Ben Eost, Harry Summers and Billy Brind we’re all proud of you! 

 

District X Country 

 

KS3 / 4 

 

Jake Nash - Junior Boys Champion 

 

Year 7 Boys - District Bronze Medallists 

 

Year 10 Boys -  District Champions 

 

Year 10 Girls - District Champions 
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Ridgeway are currently district champions in both year 6 boys and year 6 girls cross country. An amazing 

achievement by all and the first time this has happened in recent history at ridgeway! 

 

Georgie Hensey -  Year 6 District Silver Medallist 

Harrison Dodd - 4th Place Year 6 Boys 

Many other notable performances with several students qualifying for the county event. 

 

Basketball 

 

Year 9 Girls beat North Bromsgrove 

Year 9 Boys lost narrowly to North Bromsgrove 

More updates to follow 

Have a fantastic festive break 

 

 

Jessica Dodd - British Rhythmic Gymnastics Championships 

Junior Clubs Champions & Junior Ribbon Champions. 

2xGold (June) 

English Championships Overall Bronze, Clubs Champions & 

Ribbon Bronze. (Oct) 

West Midlands Open Junior Group Champions & Both 

apparatus 3xgold (Nov) 

British Group League Junior Group Champions 2018 (Mar, 

Jun, Oct & Nov) 

Kathryn Taylor came 11th in the Girls Under 16 Recurve 
(Olympic Bow) category, the top 50 competitors in her class 
from all parts of Great Britain were shooting. This was her first 
national Championships and she competed remarkably well.  
  
Kathryn’s recent form has been exceptional, winning several 
local shoots and beating all the juniors and the majority of the 
seniors! 
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Dear Parent/Carer, 

We would like to inform you in advance of the upcoming extra-curricular sporting opportunities for pupils in the 

spring term. 

As a growing school, we are keen to offer all year groups the opportunity to take part in physical activity either as 

leisure or as part of a competitive team. We compete in almost all sports both district and countywide and in 

large are very successful. We have recently begun to utilise one evening for all years to train and will continue to 

do so where necessary. As a department, we would like to inform you of the following changes in the 

extracurricular timetable for the next half term. 

Please note that the provision from external providers is of an extremely high quality delivered by an ex-

professional and current professional in both sports. 

We hope this gives you adequate time to organise any arrangements to make it possible for your child to attend 

should they wish and look forward to another successful sporting year. 

Yours Sincerely 

The PE Department. 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Ridgeway Academy 
Skills and Experiences for Life 

Newsletter 

 
21st December 2018 

Facebook: @RidgewayAc 

Twitter: @AcademyRidgeway 

 

 

  

School Nurse 

The school nurse support's Ridgeway pupils by offering support in a number of different areas. With parental 

consent, pupils can drop in to see the school nurse on one of the school nurse visits (please see Mrs C for the list 

of dates). Please note, from the age of 13, pupils do not need parental consent to speak to the school nurse. 
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