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Dear all, 
 
The last few weeks have seen many activities in school where the pupils have been asked to think of other 
people. The remembrance service was very fitting and the pupils were a credit to the school, their parents, the 
people they were remembering but more importantly themselves. Then of course there is the build up to 
Children in Need where the pupils are keen to have fun and think of people who are less fortunate than them. 
And of course, in the middle of this, pupils are expected to work hard in lesson and continue to make good 
progress in class. Staff and pupils would like to thank parents for their continual support in all of these activities. 
 
Kind regards 
Mike Bennett 

 
Funding 

 
In the midst of Brexit negations, it is sometimes difficult to focus on issues close to home. However, recently we 
have been fortunate to have the #schools programme on BBC2 and the on going campaign for fair funding in 
schools (called worth less).  
 
The situation regarding funding in schools is becoming alarming. Schools are increasing class sizes, reducing the 
amount of teachers and TAs and not buying resources. Evidently, this will eventually have a negative impact 
upon the pupils (both academically and emotionally). 
 
It is clear to all Head teachers, however, that matters are unsustainable.  Frequently, we do not have enough 
money to meet the demands placed on our schools.  On the ground, services and resources are cut to the bone 
and class sizes are increasing.  At times, schools even have to prop up our budgets with monies that should be 
targeted at those students from the most disadvantaged backgrounds, or those that have Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 
 
As a school, we have communicated our concerns to the local MP, we have attended the protests and we are 
working with other schools and school leaders to ensure that our elected members are aware of the concerns 
and will take these concerns further. I have communicated both as a Head teacher and then separately as a father 
of a 6 year old and a 14 year old who are being affected by these decisions. 
 
There are template letters available should parents wish to undertake this representation also and are available 
from the school on request (anonymously). 
 
Kind regards 
Mike Bennett 
 

 
Dates For Your Diary 

 
Thursday 6th Dec – Year 10 Parents Evening 4-7pm 

Tuesday 18th Dec – Christmas Lunches for years 5, 6 & 7 
Thursday 20th Dec – Christmas Lunches for year 8, 9 & 10 

Friday 21st Dec – Break up for Christmas 
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Work Experience Update 
 
All of our Year 10 students are now preparing to go on their work experience placements in the week of 13 -17th 
May 2019. Some have been very enterprising and have organised their own placements, with certain individuals 
planning to go as far afield as Dudley, Worcester and London. Most have chosen a local placement from the 
database provided by Education Business Partnerships, Worcestershire. The deadline for choosing placements 
was 7th December, so the pupils are to be commended for acting so efficiently. 
 
The next steps are for School to make contact with the employers to find out if the placements are available. If 
they are, then the students will be given email addresses for their employers and it will then be up to them to 
make contact and to introduce themselves. This is an important part of the procedure, as the email provides 
written evidence of the placement being offered for the week. The employers should then provide the students 
with some more information about what they are likely to be doing during the week and their expectations of 
them. Email addresses will be given out at the start of next term. 
 
All approved placements carry Public Liabilities Insurance and will have been inspected by EBP, prior to the work 
experience week. 
 
Many thanks to parents who have been very supportive and, particularly to those who have been proactive in 
sourcing their own placements. 

Year 9 World Skills Show 
 

On Friday 23rd November, all of Year 9 went to the WorldSkills Show at the 
NEC to find out about what exciting opportunities lay ahead of them for life 
post-Ridgeway: apprenticeships, going to college and University courses and 
lots more. The students were given the choice of which skills area they 
wanted to focus on, prior to the trip and there was a huge gender divide – 
most of the boys opting for Engineering and the girls choosing Health and 
Lifestyle, with two of our boys visiting Digital Technology. 
 
 However, during the course of our stay, our pupils did have time to 
experience the other areas and managed to get a good taste of what there 
was on offer, despite the venue being packed with lots of other schools. We 
were proud, as ever, with how our pupils conducted themselves and how well 
they behaved. All of the staff who came with us enjoyed spending time, in a 
less formal situation with our students and discussing their possible careers. A 
special thank you to Catherine Stewart, one of our Governors, who gave up 
her time to be an extra adult and to all Year 9 parents who made their 
voluntary contributions so punctually! Thank you! 
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Duke Of Edinburgh 
 
After a long hard year progressing through as Ridgeway’s first ever Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award holders, our 
current year 10’s have done it. 
 
On Thursday evening Ridgeway hosted the students and their parents to celebrate what is a fantastic 
achievement. 
 
This was closely followed by an introduction to silver for the next step and a bronze information evening for 
those Year 9 students enrolling this year!  
 
A sign of things to come for sure!  
 
Well done to all involved! 
 
All at Ridgeway are proud of you! 
 
Mr Worton 
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A Message from Marcie Flemming, A Ridgeway Pupil In Year 10 
 
After coming towards the end of my advent calendar collection I will be starting a new fundraising "ask" leading 
up to Christmas. 
 
It is getting closer to Christmas but not everyone is thinking of food, presents and how to decorate their home. 
Some people are just hoping and praying that they still have a home. 
 
I'll be working with REDDITCH NIGHTSTOP (https://www.facebook.com/RedditchNightstop) and am asking for 
people to buy an extra item that would be a lovely treat for someone less fortunate than yourself. 
 
I'm aiming to make up hampers of all the goodies that will be donated to people to try and cheer them up and 
give them the treats that they aren't able to get for themselves. Please contact me via my facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/Junior-Miss-Worcester-1008793249269813?__tn__=-UK-R  if you have anything to 
donate. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Marcie Flemming 
Year 10 

https://www.facebook.com/RedditchNightstop
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