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Fri Oct 26th -  Break up for Half Term 

Mon Nov 5th – Return to School 

Fri Nov 9th – Year 7 Chedworth Visit 

Mon Nov 12th Year 7 Chedworth Visit 

Thurs Nov 15th – Year 9 Parents Evening 6:00-8:00pm 

Thus Dec 6th - Year 10 Parents Evening 6:00-8:00pm 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The last few weeks have seen Ridgeway work with a number of schools. We have had several First School pupils 

in the school from several schools in Redditch taking part in Sport and Science days. Whilst this was exciting for 

the younger pupils from other schools, it also gave a number of our pupil’s opportunities to be ambassadors and 

leaders during these visits. A number of Ridgeway pupils had specific roles and were tremendously important in 

ensuring the days were enjoyable for the younger pupils by being well rounded, helpful, polite and at times 

giving instructions. Other pupils who were not directly involved in the days did help out by assisting with the 

activities, moving lessons or even their play areas for the days. It has been a pleasure to see our pupils and your 

children be responsible young adults and assisting others. A superb way to end the half term.  

 

We all hope you have a restful half term break. 

 

Mike Bennett 

Head teacher 

 

Year 8 into 9 Options 

Last week and this week, pupils in year 8 have been having subject-specific assemblies explaining to them what 

topics are taught at GCSE. On Thursday 25th October, the pupils had an opportunity to view subjects and talk to 

teachers about the activities and expectations involved in a special Year 8 Options GCSE options taster afternoon. 

A working party of staff are currently working on options and potential choices for pupils. Look out towards the 

end of this term and the beginning of the next term for letters and information regarding options and KS4 

curriculum. The Yr8 options evening is scheduled for January 17th. 

Dates for Your Diary 
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Communicating from Us to You 

As a school, we tend to advertise the school functions and events through the newsletter. Sometimes we will 

email out letters to specific year groups (in the same way we email out the newsletter) and we occasionally text 

a brief reminder for events. We also use our website, Facebook page and Twitter accounts to communicate.  

Twitter, Text and Email Twitter  

The school has a twitter account. Information about the school is displayed on this feed. Please feel free to 

follow @AcademyRidgeway.  

Facebook The school has a Facebook account. Information about the school is displayed on this feed. Please feel 

free to follow @RidgewayAc 

Text The school does text parents about activities and it is a good way of communicating immediate messages.  

Email The school does email parents about activities and it is a good way of communicating newsletters and 

other messages.  

If the school does not have your mobile number or email address, please return the forms the school has 

distributed this term in a sealed envelope and we will update our systems. 

Non-uniform Friday 16th November 

Friday 16th November will be a non-uniform day. There will also be fundraising activities throughout the day for 

pupils to get involved in. 

Crossing Outside of the School 

 

As you will be aware, for a number of years now the school has been pressing the Local Authority Highways 

Safety team to resolve the crossing outside the school with some sort of solution. We have suggested a number 

of alternatives with them yet we seem to be struggling to reach a conclusion.  

The Astwood Bank Road Safety committee recently met to discuss how road-calming measures around the 

schools in Astwood Bank could help make children safe. At this meeting it was aired that the road outside the 

school is unsafe for crossing patrol officers. As a consequence, zebra crossings and other methods are being 

explored.  

In order to encourage the Local Authority Highways Team to appreciate the urgency of this, it would really 

benefit the safety of the pupils if parents could write in to the team and explain their concerns. Or, write in to 

the school and we will pass on your concerns. The email address to use is cog@ridgeway.academy, care of Clare 

Torrington. Please do contact the school in the usual way regarding this issue and we will be happy to ensure 

your letters reach the relevant team. 

https://www.facebook.com/astwoodbanksafety/ 

 

mailto:cog@ridgeway.academy
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Update on Ofsted 

 

 

Since the inspection and the drop in sessions the school held for parents we received feedback that some 

parents would like an update on the progress being made. These areas cover many aspects of school life. At the 

beginning of September we were able to update you on the first couple of impact teams. We are now able to tell 

you about a few more areas: 

Impact Team 13 School Development Plan (SDP) 

This team has been charged with reviewing the SDP to ensure that the objectives are Specific, Measurable, 

Attainable, Realistic and Time related (SMART). The SDP is a strategic plan for improvement. It should bring 

together, in a clear and simple way, the school priorities, the main measures it will take to raise standards, the 

resources dedicated to these, and the key outcomes and targets it intends to achieve. School improvement is 

most likely to be sustained when a school establishes a culture of aspiration and a commitment to promoting 

regular and robust self-evaluation.  Self-evaluation must be an integral part of the school development planning 

process with the resulting actions and targets captured in school development plans (SDPs). 

The team are also expected to ensure that there is a correlation between the SDP and the Ofsted Rapid 

Improvement Plan (RIP). As with any SDP, the Governing Body review and analyse the actions and hold the 

school to account based on the SDP objectives. 

 
Governance Review 

During June, The Chair of Governors and the head teacher met with a National Leader of Governance (NLG) and 
a member of the National Governors Association. An external review of governance looks at how your school’s 
governing body is working. An external system leader or governance professional works with the governing 
body, head teacher and clerk to improve the performance of the governing body. The review is aimed at 
improving and developing governance, and not as an additional inspection. It will help the governing body 
identify priorities for improvement, and provide support on what steps to take. 

It aims to help the governing body to: 

 be more skilled, focused and effective 

 be more aware of the freedoms that it has to work in different ways 

 be clear in its vision for the school or academy and how, together with the school leadership team, it can 
achieve this 

 be confident that it has a clear delineation of roles and responsibilities 

 have the right number of skilled and committed governors to meet the needs of the school or academy 

 hold school leaders to account for improving outcomes for all pupils, including those who are disadvantaged 

 be clear about how it ensures that its young people are well prepared to be responsible citizens in Britain 

The governing body is currently in the middle of this review and is making good progress and will have more 

information to share in March/April when reviews will have been completed. 
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Sports Update 
 
Year 9 and 10 Rugby teams played fantastically well against local high schools, finishing joint winners in both 
competitions. 
 
Year 8 footballers showed excellent progress in the 9 a side competition going through to the plate competition 
finals. 
 
Year 10 badminton players came 3rd in the district badminton tournament against older year groups a great 
achievement. 
 
Alvin Lau in year 8 played against year 11 students in badminton and won all his singles matches an amazing 
performance! 
 
On Tuesday 6th November, pupils will take part in house cross country. Please ensure you check the letter sent 
home with pupils for arrangements on the day. 
 
Extra-curricular clubs will start first week back after October half term.  
Check the website, parental letter and school social media accounts for updates!  
 
Have a safe and enjoyable half term. 
 
Mr Worton  
 

Governors Corner 
 
 
Sarah Cunliffe & Claire Torrington recently joined the Ridgeway Academy Governing Board. As they are both 
new, we thought we would ask them to introduce themselves to the parent community, and share their 
experiences so far. 
 
Why did you decide to join the Governoring Board? 
 
SARAH: I live in Astwood Bank and my Son attends Ridgeway, so I wanted to feel like I am contributing in a 
positive way to the school. 
 
CLAIRE: I feel passionate about supporting Ridgeway as I have a son in year 6, I grew up and currently live in 
Astwood Bank and I went to Ridgeway as did my mum, my brothers and sisters. 
 
What do you bring to the role? 
 
SARAH: After 20 years in financial services, I was keen to offer the school my skills and experience in 
communications, project management and auditing. 
 
CLAIRE: My background is in sales, marketing, leadership and development and I currently teach business in a 
college alongside running my own learning and development business. 
 
What are the key areas you support as a Governor? 
 

Continued below. 
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What are the key areas you support as a Governor? 
 
SARAH: I am Link Governor of English & Physical Education, which involves keeping close to plans and progress 
across all school years.  I am also covering Student Council - I am really passionate about pupils having a voice 
and opportunity to develop and build confidence with this role.  It's great to go into school as the pupils love to 
share their work and ideas! 
 
CLAIRE: My curriculum areas are RE, Geography, Music and History. Non-curriculum areas are community which 
includes Road Safety. 
 
Is the role what you expected? 
 
SARAH:  It definitely requires you take an active role in all aspects of school life, which I hadn't fully appreciated 
before I joined.  I am however, really enjoying it, it is great to be able to give back to a school that has provided 
so much for my own children. 
 
CLAIRE: We joined just after the OFSTED visit so there is a lot to do but its far more interesting and diverse that I 
thought it would be - you really do feel you are involved and making a difference!  
 
What Do You Believe the biggest challenges are for Ridgeway for the Year Ahead? 
 
SARAH: Following OSTED, successfully delivering on its Improvements Plan and continuing to focus on the GCSE 
journey. 
 
CLAIRE: To ensure we keep the focus on what OFSTED requires whilst keeping children at the heart of what we 
do. 
 
How do you think the parent community can help towards the success of the school? 
 
SARAH:  Every parent can play their own part in being involved in some way to help Ridgeway to be the best it 
can be. The most important thing they can do is in partnership, supporting children with their learning. 
 
CLAIRE: Share the great stuff our kids do, tell people when your kids are doing well and thank the teachers for a 
great job they do - its hard work when all they do is hear from parents when they don't like things they do! 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Ridgeway Academy 
Skills and Experiences for Life 

Newsletter 

 
26th October 2018 

Facebook: @RidgewayAc 

Twitter: @AcademyRidgeway 

 

 

  

Work Related Learning 

We are keen for pupils to learn about the world of work and during KS3 and KS4 (Years 7 to 11) we will ensure 

that pupils are given a number of different opportunities to access. Just three events we have planned are: 

 Year 8 Worcestershire County Council Skills Show in Droitwich in March 2019 

 Year 9 The Skills show at the NEC in Birmingham in November 2018 

 Year 10 Work Experience W/C 13th May 2019. Are you planning your placement? Check out our website 
page for help https://ridgeway.academy/year-10-work-experience/ Or see Mrs Nesbitt in school. 

Much more to come. 

 

GCSE Evening 

Thank you to the parents and pupils that attended the Welcome to GCSE evening. The event was filled with 

important, relevant and useful information on GCSEs, the changes to the specifications and some insights and 

useful tips to help you through. We will upload on to our website the information packs we gave out to pupils 

and families and the PowerPoint Presentations. The personalized pupil data that we gave out on the night can 

be collected from school if you were unable to attend the evening. 

 

Mr Sabin would like to thank the Severn Arts and the Jazz Messengers for 

coming into school to perform to our GCSE Music pupils.  

https://ridgeway.academy/year-10-work-experience/
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  Miss Savva and Mrs Reeves GCSE Food and Nutrition Group 

have been festive this morning, making Halloween treats.  

Well done guys for your first half term! 

Miss Savva 

Over the next couple of weeks, all pupils at Ridgeway will be participating in The Royal British Legion’s ‘Thank You’ 

project designed to enhance their understanding of the sacrifices made by people during World War One. KS2 will 

be learning about the role of children, KS3, the role of women and KS4, the role of photography in documenting 

important historical events.  

  

As part of this project, every pupil will be designing and making their own poppy in order that each form group can 

make a memorial wreath.  On Friday 9th November the whole school, along with representatives from The Royal 

British Legion, will be attending an in-school  

memorial service to say ‘thank you’ to those who were involved in World War One.  During the event some pupils 

will be sharing their ‘thank you’ letters, playing music or laying their class wreaths. 

  

On Thursday 8th November pupils can participate in a ‘Wear Red’ non-uniform day as part of our school 

fundraising for The Royal British Legion. A donation of £1 towards this vital charity would be much appreciated. In 

addition to these special events, we would like to encourage pupils to purchase their poppy from The Royal British 

Legion. These will be available to buy in school from next week.  

  

We look forward to sharing the results of this special project with you soon! 
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Strangers online… or are they? 

It’s crucial to have open, honest chats with young people about the people they meet online. 

 
A common message given to young people is: don’t speak to strangers online. This is 

primarily a safeguarding message; we recognise that strangers might pose risks and 

we want to protect our children from these. 

But, what is a stranger to someone online? 

The way that we interact with people online has changed, and for young people, a 

lot of this is due to online social gaming. 

What is social gaming? 

When I played games when I was younger, I’d either play by myself or have someone physically sitting next to me with a games 

controller. Nowadays, however, due to the speed of the Internet, we can play with others online and see what they’re doing in 

real-time; we call this social gaming. We can also chat to them via text or voice, adding to the experience and the immersion. We 

can choose to play games with our friends, but more and more games are encouraging players to play against people they don’t 

know… people we would refer to as ‘strangers’. 

 

Why we need to change our terminology 

 

Imagine the scenario: a child is playing an online game with a friend, and that friend invites one of his friends to play. Within a 

minute or two, the child may not perceive the new person as a stranger; they’ve become a new friend or acquaintance. It 

happened quickly, and as they were introduced by their friend, they’re more likely to be immediately trusted. We know that 

when people are online their behaviour changes and, in this scenario, due to the physical distance between players, the child 

would be more likely to engage in riskier behaviour (engaging with the ‘stranger’) than they would do in real life as their defences 

are lower. 

 

We, therefore, may be better talking to children about ‘new people’ or ‘new players’ they meet online, rather than ‘strangers’. 

 

The risks 

 

It’s important that young people are made aware of the risks that meeting new people online can bring:  

They may not be who they say they are and may be good at hiding their true identity;  

They may be attempting to groom or harm by using emotional and/or persuasive strategies – this could involve trying to make 

video-chat arrangements;  

They may be trying to arrange to meet in real-life;  

They may be trying to find people online to bully. 

Supporting young people 

It’s crucial to have open, honest chats with young people about the people they meet online. Our key messages to them should 

include:  

 

The importance of thinking before acting, and approaching new people with a level of scepticism, even if they’re friends of 

friends;  

The knowledge that it’s easy to pretend to be someone else online;  

The importance of blocking and/or reporting anyone online who’s pretending to be someone else;  

The importance of speaking to trusted adults about people online who are frightening them or asking them to do things which 

make them feel uncomfortable. 
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Ridgeway Academy and Hermann-Vöchting-Gymnasium 
 
You will be aware that Ridgeway has a link with Hermann-Vöchting-Gymnasium (HVG) in Blomberg, Germany.  We 
have recently started to conduct an exchange to the school in Germany and are now approaching our third year. 
The first time Ridgeway pupils went to Germany was in June of 2017, having hosted our German partner school’s 
pupils back here in England for the first time in January of that same year. 
 
HVG and Ridgeway would like to continue to develop this pupil exchange between the two schools that involves 
teachers, parents and pupils.  We would like to host up to thirty German pupils here in England in January 2019. 
It is our intention to then take up to thirty Ridgeway pupils back to Germany in March of the same year. 
 
The language and cultural knowledge and skills pupils of both nationalities will experience will benefit them 

immediately and in later life. 

Go4Schools 

Go4Schools is now Live to parents. This will allow you to access information about 

your child's attendance and behaviour (and academic performance from January 

2019). We have sent you an email to explain how to login to Go4S along with 

information about the information you can access. If you have not received this 

email, then please contact the school office. 

www.go4schools.com/parents 

 

Congratulations 

Ms Tait will be getting married over half term and will be known thereafter as Mrs Bishop. Congratulations to 

you both! 
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Halloween Disco and Pumpkin Carving Competition 
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Group Presents AEA 
Authorised 
Absences 

Unauthorised 
Absences 

Possible 
% 

Attend 

5LH 135 0 13 2 150 90 

5RKT 172 0 2 6 180 95.6 

6AR 235 0 5 2 242 97.1 

6AJ 251 2 5 4 262 96.6 

6JSK 233 0 15 2 250 93.2 

7JS 244 2 2 1 250 98.4 

7AA 227 0 5 8 240 94.6 

7LS 251 0 3 6 260 96.5 

8LC 263 0 5 2 270 97.4 

8WY 262 0 27 1 290 90.3 

8AV 227 1 12 0 240 95 

9NH 208 1 9 2 220 95 

9GL 195 1 11 3 210 93.3 

9CL 231 0 18 1 250 92.4 

10AS 263 10 29 18 320 85.3 

10WE 242 0 26 2 270 89.6 

10CP 239 0 21 10 270 88.5 

 

Pupil Attendance for Week 15/10/2018 – 19/10/2018 

Champion Points for Week 01/10/2018 – 07/10/2018 

7,986 Champion points were awarded last week, well done everyone! 

Year 5 – 741 

Year 6 – 1,339 

Year 7 – 1,514 

Year 8 – 1,551 

Year 9 – 1,386 

Year 10 – 1,455 
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