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Dear all, 

Whilst the snow and cold weather can often be challenging and frustrating, it also offers children and families the 
time to play together. We hope you were able to enjoy the snow and time with your families. Thank you for your 
support during these cold and snow disruptive days. Hopefully now that spring is on its way we will see some better 
weather. 

It is around this time of year that we start preparing pupils for exams. In Yr. 6 it is SATs and in Yr. 9 it is assessments 
and tests associated to their GCSE topics. For other year groups it will be end of topic or year tests and assessments. 
Below in this newsletter are some suggestions and guidance for pupils and parents. 

Our secondary parents evening are coming up in the next few weeks. We will again operate an online booking system. 
Please look out for the notification surrounding this. 

As always, should you have any questions regarding GCSEs, SATs or any school based question, please feel free to 
either email the school (addresses are on our website) or speak to reception and book an appointment with the 
relevant colleague. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Mike Bennett 

Head Teacher 

 

Continuing our UK-German connection 

We are fortunate that Ridgeway has been successful in securing a German Teacher to from Hamburg to stay with a 
colleague here in England and work with the school for the next three weeks.  

Miss Theil is a Teacher of English and Latin at Wilhelm-Gymnasium, Hamburg. She will be working with a variety of 
classes, taking part in normal daily school life and routine and creating (hopefully) long lasting links with the school 
and her school in Hamburg. Miss Theil will also work with some pupils in our secondary year groups on German 
language and culture. I know that all the pupils will make her feel welcome and I’m sure parents will also. 

 

How can parents and carers can make a difference with homework and exams? 

Parental involvement can make an enormous difference – perhaps between success and failure or between A*-C 
grades or D-G grades. 

Parental support is eight times more important in determining a child’s academic success than social class, according 

to a new study. The Campaign for Learning found that parental involvement in a child’s education can mean the 

difference between an A* and an ‘also ran’ at GCSE (TES, 10 October 2003) 

So what can my role as a parent be? 

Your role may include some or all of the following: 

 Attendance monitor – making sure your child attendance school and on time. They will learn more when they 
are in school making the most of lessons. 
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 Partnership – working with the school, attending parents evening, information evenings and asking questions 
about homework, coursework and so on with teachers. 

 Resources bank – providers of the tools for learning. A place for young people to study, pens, paper, books 
etc… 

 Funding officer – paying for the tools for learning mentioned above?! And revision guides. 

 Study guide – helping with homework and giving a nudge in the right direction 

 Entertainments officer – reminding them to take a break at times. They need a balance of work and play. 

 Project manager – agreeing and setting rules for homework and revision. 
 
The BBC website has some good ideas for parents/carers: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/helping_with_exams/ 

Our website also has some useful information and links: 

http://www.ridgeway.worcs.sch.uk 

 

Below are some ideas for pupils and parents/carers to work on together: 

Pupils might like to think about… 

SUCCESSFUL PUPILS……… 

 
 plan ahead 
 use time efficiently and effectively 
 develop good habits 
 are active in their revision 
 evaluate past performance – discuss with your subject teachers and mentors 
 cope with anxiety 
 don’t rely on luck 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/helping_with_exams/
http://www.ridgeway.worcs.sch.uk/
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How can parents and carers can make a difference with homework and exams? 

 

1.  Do you revise work topics on a regular basis? 
 

Yes              No     

 

2.  
If you are having problems with a topic, do you discuss these 

with a teacher? 

 

Yes              No     

 

3.  
Do you ensure that completing homework is never left until 

the last minute? 

 

Yes              No     

 

4.  
Do you read all of the comments and corrections that 

teachers put on your work? 

 

Yes              No     

 

5.  
Do you do homework where there are no distractions, e.g. 

TV? 

 

Yes              No     

 

6.  Do you know ways of improving your memory when revising? 
 

Yes              No     

 

7.  

Is your work up together so that you will easily be able to 

identify key points in each subject for revising? 

 

 

Yes              No     

 

8.  

Are you able to forget about schoolwork once you have 

finished homework/revision for the day? 

 

 

Yes              No     

  

 

 

Self assessment… 

 

Answer “YES” or “NO” to each question 

 

 

 

If you have answered “YES” to at least five of the above, then you are on your way to becoming an effective learner.  If 

not, then some of the questions asked should get you thinking and the following pages may help you in improving 

things. 

SO READ ON… 
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How can parents and carers can make a difference with homework and exams? 

 Plan your time between now and the exam. 
 

Your social life does not have to stop!  It may need some re-adjustment but, used in the right way, it can provide 
you with the necessary periods of relaxation. 
 

 Draw up a realistic revision timetable and stick to it. 
 
A realistic timetable will only come about if you know two things: 
 

1. What it is you have to revise. 

2. How much time you have available to do it. 
 

 The length of time that can be profitably spent on revision in any one session is an individual thing.  However, 
once concentration goes - take a break. 
 
Usually, for example, three twenty-minute sessions are better than one hour without a break.  You will soon get to 
know the most effective length of time for you. 
 

 Always try to work in the same place. 
 

You may be able to study with background music, but the TV is a “NO-NO”!!  Make sure you have all you need in 
your study area - keep it ordered and tidy.  Use “Post-it notes” to plan your time. 

 

 Act on the advice given to you by your subject teachers. 
 

They have a wealth of experience to pass on to you.  Seek their advice and reassurance on a regular basis.  
Additionally, ask staff to clarify points about your work that you still do not understand.  Staff want you to achieve 
the best you can. 

Be active in your revision 
 
 
You are not revising if you are merely reading through notes. 
 
 
Instead… 
 

Work through examples Highlight key points 

Set yourself tests Make notes 

Use the revise-test-method Make revisions cards 
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How can parents and carers can make a difference with homework and exams? 

 

 

 

 

Involve yourself in question and answer sessions 
with friends 

Annotate maps and diagrams 

Use revision guides/books Make mind maps and spider diagrams 

Use trigger words Use mnemonics e.g. 

Learn key words 
F = Frequency 
I = Intensity 
T = Time 
 
F = Focus 
A = Author 
C = Context 
T = Tone 

 

Have you got a good memory? 

 

Retention … Recall 

 

Making mind maps 

  Turn a sheet of paper sideways. 

  Write the name of the topic in a circle in the middle of the page. 

  Then write in the main headings with links to the circle. 

  If you can’t think of headings, What, Why, Where, How, When are a good start. 

  Write in the key points and make links. 

  Use different colours for different parts of the map. 

  The result is a summary of the topic.  Try it! 
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Some key points to consider: 

 

Just before the exam………. 

Ignore those who say last minute revision is a waste of time.  It most certainly is not provided it is not the only revision 
you do! 

 Get a good night’s sleep.   
 Get all the equipment you will need ready the night before. 
 Arrive on time with the right equipment (with some spare if possible). 
 Check that everything is working.  A ‘dud’ calculator or inkless pen is useless. 
 Don’t talk about things you don’t know as you line up to go into the exam hall. 
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How can parents and carers can make a difference with homework and exams? 

 

 

 

When you are in the exam… 

 

  Read and follow the instructions. 

  Plan your time carefully – keep an eye on the clock. 

  Read the paper through first – note strongest questions. 

  For written questions and answers: 

  Underline key command words such as State, List, Describe, Explain, Give reasons, Compare. 
  Use resources provided. 
  Use key terms. 
  Note memory joggers. 

  If time is running out – write some notes for the last answer rather than have nothing there at 
all. 

  If the number of marks to be awarded per question is indicated, use this information wisely. 

  Don’t leave blanks. 

  Write neatly – don’t upset the examiner!  Blue or black ink is essential.  Also, don’t deface your 
work with doodles and who loves who!!!  Take pride in your efforts. 

  In orals, speak clearly and fluently. 

  Try and have time to check your work.  If you finish 
early, keep checking it’s unlikely you have got everything right! Add 
extra detail. 

  Finally, if it is possible to do so, start with a question 
that you know you can do well.  This will give you confidence. 

 

Sports News 
 
Year 7 rugby team kicked off their district campaign with 14-14 draw against Walkwood. Great competitive game played in 
excellent spirits. Well done lads. 
 
Year 8 rugby team continued their successful season so far with a 45-12 victory over St Bedes. The lads also face St 
John's in the County Cup final. Good luck boys! 
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Parents Evening Booking System 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Secondary Parents Evening – Online Appointment Booking 

I would like to invite you to attend our Parents’ Evening on one of the following dates; 

 Thursday 15th March 
 Monday 19th March 
 Thursday 22nd March 

This is an important evening and provides you with an opportunity to discuss your child’s progress with their subject 
teachers. 

The school trialled a new initiative and have now adopted an online appointment booking system. This allows you to 
choose your own appointment times with teachers and you will receive an email confirming your appointments. 

We are confident this will be an improvement to the previous system and welcome any feedback. 

Appointments can be made from today and will close on at 3 pm on the day of each Parents Evening.  Should you 
wish to make any changes after this date please contact the school office. 

Please visit https://ridgewayacad.parentseveningsystem.co.uk to book your appointments. (A short guide on how to 
add appointments can be found on our school website) Login with the following information: 

 Pupils First Name 
 Pupils Surname 
 Date of Birth 

If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the school office who will be happy to add appointments on 
your behalf. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs L Tait 

Deputy Head Teacher 

 

https://ridgewayacad.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
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Outdoor Learning News 

 

Our year 9 BTEC Animal Care pupils have been working on news reports about Foot and Mouth Disease.  Let us hope 

that it doesn’t happen in real life, otherwise the government body of DEFRA has to get involved (it is a Notifiable 

disease) and it would put the animals at risk. Sean and Minty watched them as they worked to make sure everything 

was ok! 

 Here at Ridgeway we love animals and have added a few more to 

our menagerie. 

Over half term we took delivery of 2 pigs, called Kevin and Frank, 

who will be with us until the Summer.  Pupils have found them 

fascinating, especially their very strong snouts and the noises they 

make.  While the pigs are still very young we have allowed pupils 

to enter the pigpen to interact with the pigs.  Once they are larger, 

this activity may be restricted due to the size and strength we 

expect the pigs to grow to.  The pigs did not mind the snow at all 

and played quite happily in the cold weather. Pupils however, 

found refuge in their homes and found it amazingly warm.  

 

Yesterday we brought 3 

chickens into school to keep as 

pets. They are part of the BTEC 

Animal Care curriculum. We 

have named them: Daisy, 

Daphne and Rapunzel.  They 

are only 18 ½ weeks so have 

not yet laid an egg. 

Minty and Sean the sheep 

have been giving them a warm 

welcome. 

If anyone has any adult 

size wellies they do not 

need – could you please 

consider donating them to 

the school? This would be 

very much appreciated.  
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