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21 October 2016 
Website Address: www.ridgeway.academy 

e-mail : office@ridgeway.academy 

Telephone: 01527 892867 

Attendance  
Year 5  -  96%                Year 6 -  96.8% 

Year 7 -  96.2%                             Year 8 -  96.6% 
Parents/carers please remember to: 

Phone school to advise the reason for absence on the first day 

Send a letter on their return to school to confirm the absence 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Thank you to all parents and pupils for ensuring that the first half term back has started 

so well. The last seven weeks have been busy yet all of the pupils have settled back in to 

the routines really well. Well done to the pupils and also parents who have supported 

them in doing this.  We look forward to another busy half term after the break.  

Obviously, the weather is likely to turn colder and now that we have invested in some 

new heating for parts of the school, pupils will be warm around the school as winter 

approaches. However, to and from school and during breaks and lunches pupils will need 

to wear appropriate clothing for the weather conditions. 

Enjoy the half-term break. 

Yours sincerely 

Mike Bennett 

MIKE BENNETT  -  HEAD TECHER 

 

Check out our website for academic term dates for 2017-2018 



 

 

 

 

The Year 8 rugby team kicked off their rugby season with a 
convincing 33-0 victory over The Chase, Malvern. Another 

great scalp from the team that is still undefeated in the two 
years of commencing their rugby fixtures. This victory again 

underlines the tradition of success in Rugby at Ridgeway Academy. After our 
previous Year 8's reached the county final last year, how far can this group of 
Year 8's go?'  

The Year 5 football team took part in the District 7 a-side 
tournament on Tuesday 11th  October. 

They had five games to play starting with St Bedes where they drew 
two all.  Next up was Ipsley where the overall score was 1-0 to us. 

Game three was against Walkwood, a tough game which ended 0-0.  We had a 
brilliant result against Birchensale a score of 6-0!  The last game was against 
Church Hill which the girls won 1-0. 

The Year 5 girls won the tournament.  What a fantastic result and well done 
girls you did yourself and Ridgeway Academy proud.                          C Gallagher 

 



A rather belated welcome to all Year 5 pupils who have joined us at Ridgeway 

Academy.  I hope your time here is enjoyable, successful and fun!  To all our 

pupils in Years 6, 7, and 8 - I hope you had good holiday and that you are 

already working towards your new targets and enjoying new challenges.  I love 

the “can do” approach so if you meet me, or any governor, in a pupil voice 

session remember we are only prepared to accept “I can’t do it – YET”.  And 

actually it is a good attitude for us adults as well. 

The governing body met last week for the first time this year but we had been 

busy preparing for the meeting.  All of us have been into a Year 8 lesson in the 

subject to which we are linked and also had a discussion with the staff in those 

curriculum areas, either face to face or by email.  So there were interesting 

reports given and all governors had very much enjoyed their visits to the class 

lessons.  Children and staff made us very welcome and we learnt a great deal.  

So thank you to all concerned. 

We chose to focus on Year 8 because as we are now a secondary school we 

must keep up to date with the progression towards GCSE and be aware of the 

implications for staff, resources and pupils as we look at the vision for the 

school and the use of our finances.  Many of us attended one or both of the 

Open Evenings and were pleased to have that opportunity to meet parents and 

talk about the future of RA.  

Enjoy half term and come back ready for the next challenges! 

 

Julie Grieve   -    Chair of Governors 

THE GUV’NORS 



A big Thank You to Mr Dixon  

of Abbey Display for The Skills Show 

 

Year 8 pupils are again attending The Skills Show at the NEC on Thursday 17th 

November. This show will allow the pupils to start thinking how their studies 

at school might help them be successful in a job or career later in life. As a 

number of secondary schools around the country start GCSEs in Year 9 due to 

the recent changes, The Skills Show will help pupils in their GCSE option 

choices. 

Mr Dixon’s company, Abbey Design, Display & Exhibitions Ltd, Unit 31a - 

31b Washford Industrial Estate, Heming Road, Redditch, B98 0DH,  have 

kindly funded the coaches in order for us to take all of Year 8 to this 

valuable show.  

Abbey Design work with many national and international clients and we 

are appreciative to them for their support in helping young people see 

the links between education and the workplace.  

Abbey Design website is: http://www.abbeydisplay.co.uk/ if you get 

time, take a look at the work they do.  

Thank you to Abbey Display 

 

http://www.abbeydisplay.co.uk/


We know that pupils have been concerned about the absence of Mrs Eost and Mrs 

Leeson. They have both been diagnosed with different medical conditions which require 

them to be absent from school for the near future.  At this time, we believe that they will 

both make a full recovery and will be back to school in the coming months. 

 

We will ensure that the quality of provision for their classes is maintained using our 

members of staff and our known relief teachers. 

 

We will inform you of any updates as we get them.  Our thoughts are with  

Mrs Eost and Mrs Leeson and we wish them a speedy recover. 

 

Mrs Tait 

 

 

 

At the Ridgeway Academy Open Evening we had a competition in the 

Maths area to see who could write down the lowest unique whole 

number  -  ie write down a whole number which no-one else writes 

down.  When we analysed the numbers in the box we found that the 

prize was won by a pupil at Moons Moat with the number 12.  A 

prize will soon be on its way! 

 

 



My son doesn’t seem to feel part of the family anymore.  He 

would rather be with his (waste of space) mates all the time.  

How can I encourage him to join in more with the family? 

 As children grow into teenagers, their need to belong is often met by 

friends and it can feel that they are rejecting the family and don’t want 

to belong, finding things that they used to enjoy babyish or even 

embarrassing.  Be reassured that this phase does pass!  ?The trick is to 

ensure that your son knows that you value his presence in the family, in 

a way that is in line with his new status as a young adult and that his 

contributions to family life are important and do make a difference.  Try 

these tips: 

 Try to give him some area in the house that is his own.  Teenagers need 

privacy—respect his.  If he has his own room knock before you go in; 

try not to comment on how he keeps his space—hard but important.  

This too will change with time. 

 Include your son in making family decisions and arrangements  -  what 

colour to paint the kitchen or where to go on holiday.  Even if you will 

make the final decision, let him know that you have listened to and 

thought about  his ideas. 

 Make it a habit to ask his opinion on things and show you are interested 

in what he has to say. 

 Discuss what responsibilities and jobs it is fair to ask of a teenager.  

Agree what he will do (be prepared to compromise) then stick to your 

guns!    Link rewards (pocket money, extras or treats) to the completion 

of tasks. 

 Let him learn from his mistakes  -  if he chooses not to wear a coat when 

it’s cold, don’t give him yours when he complains. 

 

 



 

Excited to announce our New Staff Appointments 

Science 

We are very pleased to announce that we have appointed a new head of 

Science. Dr J Watson (her Phd is based in Physics from Oxford University) 

was appointed in October and she starts teaching with us in January. 

However, she is already meeting exam boards and science organisations 

on behalf of Ridgeway during this transition time.  

Caretaker 

We are pleased to welcome Robert Williams to the school as our new 

caretaker from November.  Mr Williams was appointed in October and we 

look forward to working with him. 

Teaching Assistant 

We appointed Paula Wilkins to work alongside teachers and pupils . Mrs 

Wilkins has previously worked with Worcestershire Local Authority in 

similar roles and we are very pleased to be saying hello to her and her 

wealth of experience when she starts in November.  

 

We offer all colleagues a warm welcome 

 to Ridgeway Academy 



 

 

 

Year 8 have begun their Enterprise lessons, this half-term 

they are creating products to be sold at the school 

Christmas Fayre.  They are working in teams of 10/11 

pupils and everyone has a role such as Managing 

Director, Marketing Director, Sales 

Manager or Production Director.  They only have £10 to 

start up their business, with the aim of making as much 

profit as possible over the academic year. 
 

To help them with this we have been asking for donations 

of items and are still in need of the following:- 
 

Empty washed jars (all sizes) 

Plain chocolate chips (100g bags) 

Plain flour 

Dark brown soft sugar 

Caster sugar 

Wooden pegs 

Tree logs 

Pipe cleaners 

Spray snow 
 

 

If you are able to donate any of these items please bring  

them to school for the attention of Mrs Trueman 



Ridgeway parents, friends and teachers association is called Friends of Ridgeway. 

The aim of the Friends is to raise money for the school to be spent on items that 

the school could otherwise not afford to buy, whilst enriching the kids time at 

the school with fun events.  

UP-COMING  

The AGM is to be held 7th November at 7.30 at the Bell in Astwood Bank. Sarah 

Bash, the current vice chair will be standing down at the AGM, and we all thank 

her for her hard work whilst on the committee. The position will become vacant 

so if anyone is interested in the role, please contact Ridgeway for more 

information.  

Everyone is welcome to the AGM – even if you don’t want to join the 

committee. We would love to hear from more year 8 parents to help guide the 

FoR as to what events the older range of students would like as the school 

moves to a secondary school. We would also welcome parents of the new year 5 

intake, who can bring fresh ideas from school throughout the area. 

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS- WINTER TERM  

Thursday 24th November - Cinema night – 3-5pm and 5:30-7:30pm 

9th December – School Fayre  

15th December – School Disco – 6-8pm 

HELPING AT EVENTS  

Even if you don’t want to join the committee there are always opportunities to 

help throughout the year. There is more information about events on the 

Friends of Ridgeway Facebook page, please join the group to keep informed as 

to upcoming events.   

More information can be found on the Ridgeway website – 
www.ridgeway.academy  

Friends of Ridgeway 

http://www.ridgeway.academy






 

Admissions Policy 2018 
Ridgeway Academy accepts applications for pupils entering Year 5 and Year 7 and follows 
Worcestershire County Council’s admissions guidance and arrangements.  Full details are 
available on Worcestershire County Council’s website:  www.worcestershire.gov.uk, alter-
natively, contact the school.   

Most of the information in the booklet is related to admissions at normal transfer age (i.e. 
for September entry into Year 5 and Year 7 at Ridgeway) and applications are processed by 
the School Admissions Section at Worcestershire County Council.     

The Published Admission Number (PAN) for Ridgeway Academy is  90 for Year 5 and 30 for 
Year 7 (plus children already on roll at Ridgeway Academy making the year group 120 in to-
tal).  

 

In accordance with legislation, a child with a Statement of Special Educational Needs or Ed-
ucation Health and Care Plan will be offered a place at the school named in the Statement 
or Educational Health and Care Plan. 

 

When there are more applications than places, after the admission of pupils with a State-
ment of Special Educational Needs or Education, Health and Care Plan where the school is 
named in the Statement or Plan, priority for admission will be given to those children who 
meet the criteria set out below, in order of priority:  
 
 
 ‘Looked After Child’ or a ‘Previously Looked After Child’. See Further information. 
 
  Applicable for Year 7 Entry Only:  Children who currently attend Ridgeway Academy  
          applying for a place in Year 7 at Ridgeway Academy. 
 
 Children with a sibling attending the school at the time of application and still attend-

ing at time of admission.  
 
 Pupils living within the catchment area of the school.  Pupils who were attending a  

        feeder school at the time of application.  Our main feeders are Astwood Bank  

        Primary, Crabbs Cross Academy and Feckenham CofE First School. However, we are  

        open to application for school places from any first or primary school in the locality. 

 Pupils who live nearest to the school by straight line measurement.  

 
 

http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk


 

Waiting List 

A waiting list will be maintained until at least the end of the autumn term in 
which the children start school. 

 
Late Applications 

The Governing Body has agreed to accept late applications, and treat them as 
being on time, only in the following circumstances; 

 
where a family have just moved address, (refer to Information for Parents 

booklet section 8 for details);  

where it is agreed by the Governing Body, that individual circumstances 

 apply and the delay was reasonable given the circumstances of the case; 

  

In each case supporting documentary evidence will be required. In all other 
circumstances, or if the application is not received until after the date set out in 
the scheme, late applications will receive a lower priority, and will only be 
considered after the applications received (or deemed to be) on time. 
 
 

Appeals  

Parents have the right to appeal against a refusal of a place and the appeal will 
be heard by an independent appeal panel. 

 
The school takes part in the Local Authority Fair Access Protocol. 



Maths Brainteasers!! 

 

(Answers on last page of Newsletter) 

 

1) Rodney's Birthday 
 
In 2004, on Rodney's birthday, he announces that that the  
sum of the digits of the year of his birth is equal to his age.   
How old is he? 
 

2) What is the remainder when 354972 is divided by 7? 
 
 
3) How many triangles can you count in the square below? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Design Technology 
 

1)  It’s an exciting time in The DT department with the arrival of the new laser cutter and 3D 

printer. These new computer aided design and manufacture machines bring the school up to 

date with new technology and will allow our pupils to learn new skills that are increasingly 

important in the workplace and also create highly professional looking products in their lessons. 
 

2) In an effort to be as environmentally sustainable as possible in the department we are 

endeavouring to use recycled materials for all practical work in key stage 2 and 3, in projects 

designed to teach the children about the environment and recycling. 

To help us to achieve this we would be incredibly grateful if anyone can donate any materials to 

the department.  

Useful materials include: 

 Plywood (no MDF please) 

 Soft and hard woods 

 Bamboo  

 Metal sheeting – steel, copper, brass, etc. 

 Tyvek 

 Fabrics 
 

3)  We are also trying to create a collection of more unusual products such as different woods, 

metals, smart and modern materials, to give the children a broader, hands on knowledge of 

what is available. So if anyone has a small piece of anything interesting they can donate to the 

collection that would be fantastic. 

Answers from previous page: 
 
1) The year of his birth is 1983 and his age is 21. 

2) 354972 divided by 7 = 5071 r2 

3) 44. Can you find any more? 


