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Dear All, 

It is has been lovely to see and work with the pupils now that school has settled back in to the new academic 

year.  

We have tried to ensure that there is useful information in this edition that parents (and pupils) can refer to 

throughout the year. Perhaps pinning the rewards and sanctions chart (below) on the fridge or the back of the 

bedroom door might help? 

We hope you find the information useful. If you have any questions or queries, please feel free to contact the 

school via the email addresses provided on the website or call reception. 

We look forward to seeing you soon 

Regards, 

 

Mike Bennett 

Head teacher 
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Crossing Patrol Officer 

As you will be aware, Worcestershire County Council Highways department have been trying to recruit a 

Crossing Patrol Officer for the Evesham Road/Ridgeway Crossing since August 2014 and have been 

unsuccessful so far. If you know of anyone interested in this vacancy then please tell them to contact:  

Jacqui Phillips, Road Safety Team Leader, Sustainable Transport Unit, Worcestershire County Council, County 

Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP 

Tel: 01905 768353 

The school has contacted the Road safety Team of the County Council about children crossing the road without 

the Crossing Patrol Officer and whether other solutions are viable and they are currently reviewing procedures. 

Please be careful when crossing the road outside of the school. 

 

Walking to and from school... 

There have been incidents where members of the public have informed the school of pupils stepping out in the 

road without looking on the way home. If your child walks home, please remind them of the importance of 

being sensible and safe on the busy roads near our school. 

 

Dropping off and picking up before and after school... 

When dropping off or picking up children from school, could we please ask parents to be respectful to other 

drivers and our local community? 

Please do not drop off children in the yellow-hashed area outside the school.  

If you are collecting your child along Evesham Road, please could we ask that you park respectfully whilst 

waiting for your child. 

 

The school drive.... 

Recently, there have been occasions where busses have not been able to manoeuvre in the school drive as there 

have been too many cars on the school drive at the start or the end of the school day. This obviously causes 

congestion and can cause a risk to the safety of pupils. 

Unfortunately, the school drive is for staff and public transport vehicles only.  

The barrier at the top of the drive will open for staff and public transport vehicles as well as vehicles of the 

pupils with medical conditions requiring drop off on the school premises. 

We ask that parents avoid pulling into the drive to drop children off or turn around as this can also pose a danger to pupils. 
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Post 16 qualifications 

 

As we embark upon GCSEs we are currently looking ahead as children have to remain in education, training 

or apprenticeships until the age of 18 years. With this in mind, Ridgeway Academy has started to discuss and 

plan access to post 16 courses for pupils.  

We are working with Worcester Sixth Form college in order to deliver this provision. Worcester Sixth Form 

college deliver post 16 courses (AS and A2 Levels, BTecs and OCRs at Level 3 plus other qualifications) to 

over 1,500 students. Some of the governing body and leaders from each institute have met recently and are 

continuing the discussions and plans. This will allow Ridgeway to access and deliver post 16 qualifications, 

to work with a partner organisation and remain focussed on the pupils and community we serve.  

As the plans are worked through, we will of course inform people via our website and newsletters. In the 

meantime, should you have any questions regarding post 16 study, please feel free to contact the school or the 

email addresses we have put on our website. 

 

AS OUR YEAR 9 PUPILS ARE NOW WEARING OUR NEW TIE, IF ANY PARENTS WISH TO SELL 

            THEIR OLD SCHOOL TIES, THE SCHOOL WILL BUY THEM FOR 50P EACH.  

STEPS 2 SPORT are our new after school care providers offering childcare from 3–6pm at Ridgeway Academy. 

Included in their offer is a homework club that will run Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. They will also be offering 

sports, games and other activities to keep the children busy whilst you are busy at work! 

For more information, including pricing, please go to www.steps2sports.com 
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Where to find out more: 

For further information about bullying try these helplines and websites: 

www.childline.org.uk (tel: 0800 1111) 

www.bullying.co.uk 

www.parentlineplus.org.uk (tel: 0808 800 2222) 

www.teachernet.gov.uk/publications 

 

 

What bullying is (and isn’t) 

At Secondary School your child will learn that bullying: 

1.  …… goes on for a while, or happens regularly 

2. ……. is deliberate.  The other person wants to hurt, humiliate or harm 

the target. 

3. ……. involves someone (or several people) who are stronger in some 

way than the person being bullied. The person doing the bullying has 

more power; they are older, stronger, there are more of them or they 

have some “hold” over the target (e.g. they know a secret about them)  

Because these three things have to happen together for something to be called 

“bullying” they will learn that bullying is not: 

 A one-off argument  

 A friend sometimes being nasty  

 An argument with a friend  

 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.bullying.co.uk/
http://www.parentlineplus.org.uk/
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What is the school doing about bullying? 

 

Most schools know that bullying sometimes happens and they work very hard 

both to prevent it from happening and in dealing with it well when it does 

happen. 

Schools must, by law, have an anti-bullying policy. One of the things that they 

will be doing to prevent bullying is to teach students (from year seven onwards) 

about bullying – what it is, the effect it has on those who are bullied, the reasons 

that people bully and what to do if they are bullied or know that bullying is going 

on. 

This work will be part of both personal social and health education (PSHE) and 

the social and emotional aspects of learning (SEAL) curriculum.  Many schools 

will also do a lot of work on bullying during National Anti-Bullying Week 

(which takes place at the end of November). 

This work helps schools to stop bullying happening: 

 Making sure that all pupils and adults mean the same thing when they talk 

about bullying. 

 Helping pupils to understand how bullying feels for the person to 

understand how bullying feels for the person being bullied 

 Making sure that all pupils feel Ok about telling an adult when they know 

that bullying is going on. 

 Making sure that all pupils know exactly pupils know exactly what to do if 

they are being bullied, and to feel confident that something will be done to 

stop it. 

 Helping pupils enjoy, celebrate and respect the ways we are all different, 

and to feel good about themselves. 
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The Astwood Bank carnival Committee are holding the event 

below at Ridgeway on 6th October. As we receive some 

donations from them, it might be nice if a few of us could attend if 

possible' 


