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Dear Parent/Carer 

Welcome back. 

It is lovely to see all of the pupils back in school after the summer holidays. We do 

seem to have been lucky this year with the weather during August and as usual, the 

September sun is warming us all up in the first few days of the new academic year. 

We warmly welcome back all Year 6, Year 7 and Year 8 pupils and parents and we 

extend a big hello and warm welcome to all of the ‘new’ Year 5 pupils and parents.  

We hope that all pupils have settled back in to school. Should pupils or parents have 

any questions, then please follow the communication flow chart that was distributed 

on Wednesday 13 September for the best way to contact staff at school regarding 

questions. This is also displayed further into this Newsletter. 

We look forward to working with pupils and parents again this year. 

Mike Bennett  

Head Teacher 

Attendance  
Year 5  -  97%                Year 6 -  97.3% 

Year 7 -  96.5%                             Year 8 -  96.7% 
Parents/carers please remember to: 

Phone school to advise the reason for absence on the first day 

Send a letter on their return to school to confirm the absence 



 

 

Cashless Catering 

You can add money onto your child’s account on-line 
 
1. www.ridgeway.academy 
2. Parents 
3. Payments to School 
4. click on link 
5. choose Ridgeway from the drop down menu (press 
Select) 
6. choose AIP Cashless Catering  from the drop down 
menu (press select) 
7. enter your child’s pupil reference (10 digit number 
starting 4422) 
8. complete all other fields 
 

 Cheques can be sent into school made out to Alliance 
in Partnership and given to the catering team in the 
kitchen to add to your child’s account 
 

 Cash can be sent into school from now (or any day 
after that) for the children to top up their account using 
the Revaluation Machine in the School Entrance Hall 
(the machine accepts coins and notes) 
If you would like to know the balance on your child’s 
account please e-mail  ridgeway@ainp.co.uk 

mailto:ridgeway@ainp.co.uk


 

Top Tips on Hearing Your Child Read:  
 

Talk about the Books 

Quite often when you see that your child’s homework is to read, you would feel it is 

beneficial to listen to them reading aloud and reading those words accurately. However, a 

point that is often missed and just as important is to gauge your child’s understanding of 

the text. Important questions to ask and discuss are: about the characters, the plot, 

predictions and their favourite part. This is a really important part of the process because 

we can see how much the child has understood from what they have read. If they seem to 

be unsure or unclear this is where you can step in and explain things that have been 

misunderstood or that they are unaware of.  

 

Variety of text types and genres 

Another important part of the reading process is looking at a range of different text types, 

in order to see what your child enjoys reading. Looking at newspapers: broadsheets and 

tabloids, leaflets, fiction and non-fiction, online articles and more is beneficial because they 

get to experience a range of different text types and broaden their experience of reading. 

Moreover, looking and establishing a favourite genre is key to engaging and encouraging 

you child to read. You child may enjoy fantasy, historical, science fiction, poetry – but how 

will they know if they haven’t experienced a vast array of different types of texts?  

 

Maintain the Flow of Reading 

Although when you hear your child read, you may notice some mistakes – let them make 

those mistakes and talk about them at an appropriate point. Part of them learning how to 

pronounce words and what they mean is by children making those mistakes – but what can 

be difficult for them is to keep being interrupted. At the end of a paragraph or a page – go 

back over any words or misconceptions and check that they can pronounce and understand 

the meaning of the vocabulary afterwards.  

 







 

100% Attendance 

2015-2016 

Congratulations to Bethany Cole who 

achieved 100% attendance during the 

academic year 2015-2016 and was 

unfortunately missed off the last Newsletter. 

WELL DONE 
Crossing Patrol Officer 

As you will be aware, Worcestershire County Council Highways department have been 
trying to recruit a Crossing Patrol Officer for the Evesham Road/Ridgeway Crossing since 
August 2014 and have been unsuccessful so far. If you know of anyone interested in this 
vacancy then please tell them to contact:  
 

Jacqui Phillips, Road Safety Team Leader, Sustainable Transport Unit, Worcestershire 
County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP.  Tel: 01905 768353 

 
The school has contacted the Road safety Team of the County Council about children 
crossing the road without the Crossing Patrol Officer and whether other solutions are 
viable. We have not had much success I’m afraid. Should any parents like to work with the 
school to find a solution to take to the Local Authority then we would be very pleased to 
hear from you. We are keen to find a solution to this as the road is very busy and it can be 
dangerous at times. Please could you contact Mrs Suzanne Evans on 01527 892867 if you 
are willing to help with the crossing ideas. 

Please be careful when crossing the road outside of the school. 

 

 



 

Growth Mindset or “I Can’t do it …. Yet!” 
 

This year, we are launching Growth Mindset as a whole-school initiative.  This concept 

comes from the work of Carol Dweck, a pionieering researcher into how our minds work.   

The principle idea is that we can be divided into two camps:  those with a fixed and those 

with a growth mindset.  For example, what would your responses  be to these questions? 

1) Are some people just born smarter than others? 

2) Are we born with our natural talents rather than being able to learn them? 

3) Do you think failure is a bad thing? 

If you answered yes to all of the above questions, the chances are that you are of a fixed 

mindset.  This suggests that you have very fixed ideas on your own strengths and 

weaknesses and those of others and you are probably less likely to take risks as you 

won’t want to make mistakes or fail at anything.  Sound familiar? 

The good news is that a fixed mindset can be re-trained to become a growth mindset.  

Individuals  with a growth mindset believe that they can achieve what they want to do in 

life through time and effort.  It is nothing to do with innate gifts or talents!  These people 

are not afraid of taking risks or making mistakes because they appreciate that mistakes 

only help us to improve at something.  They are happy to take advice, learn from others 

and try different strategies to arrive at their goal.  If any of you have seen the reent film 

about Eddy the Eagle Edwards, then you will understand that he is a brilliant example of 

the Growth Mindset  -  Nothing , however remote it seems, is impossible if you want to 

succeed! 

Our goal is to have our learners at Ridgeway adopt a growth mindset.  All pupils have set 

themselves three challenges for the year and these will be reviewed every half-term.  

Teachers have been very effective in embedding the mantra  -    I can’t do it …. Yet    - 

which has been very effective with the pupils. 

In addition, we are hoping to promote Learning Ambassadors in Year 7, who will be 

leading the way in Growth Mindset thinking for their peers.  Parental workshops in 

literacy and numeracy will also be on offer to parents.  Look out for information about 

these on the school website. 

If you have any questions about Growth Mindset, please contact Mrs Nesbitt. 



 

Reading your way around the 
world - the global challenge! 

 

 

Pupils will soon be hearing about the challenge we are setting them this term - 
to read your way around the world! Each student will receive a reading passport 
in which 7 journeys are mapped out: journey 1 home to New York City; journey 2 
New York to Rio De Janeiro; journey 3 Rio to Nairobi: journey 4 Nairobi to 
Sydney: journey 5 Sydney to Beijing; journey 6 Beijing to Athens and then the 
final journey is from Athens to Home. In order to make the journeys, pupils will 
have to earn reading miles. They can earn 500 reading miles by reading for 10 
mins to an adult but the adult has to sign the passport for verification! 

On Tuesdays in form-time, all students will add up their total reading miles for 
the week, which will be given to the class teacher. Class monitors will also 
collect up total miles read by the class. These figures will then go onto a school-
wide spreadsheet which will chart progress of individuals and classes! The best-
read individuals from each year and best-read classes will receive a reward at 
the end of term. Mr Garwood has volunteered to be our reading champion and 
will monitor the reading miles every week and give regular updates on our 
reading global challenge!   Once the global challenge has been completed, 
pupils will move to Bronze, Silver and Gold Reading Awards before being given 
a personalised reading programme.  It’s all to read for! 



Communication 
Whilst we endeavour to respond to phone calls and emails and letters 
from parents in a timely manner, we are aware that sometimes parents 
wish for a speedier response. We do work to a 24-hour response time 
for communication in to the school. Once we receive a phone call, letter 
or email a colleague will try and acknowledge your communication with 
you in 24 hours, whilst passing it on to the relevant colleague in school 
who will then look in to the topic raised and respond in detail at a later 

HOW TO CONTACT SCHOOL WHEN YOU WOULD LIKE A  
QUESTION ANSWERED 

 

 

Often, if the question is generic, then a letter or a note in the pupil’s planner 
addressed to your pupils class teacher will illicit the response you require.  Class 
teachers check pupil planners regularly and will respond to parent’s notes via the 
planner. 

Subject specific questions (questions aimed at the teacher of your child for History 

or Science for example) can also be aired via the pupil planner.  The planner is used 

in all lessons and pupils and staff use them daily. 

Should you want to discuss an area of your child’s schooling verbally, then please 
make an appointment with your child’s class teacher in the first instance.  You can 
arrange this via the planner or phoning the school office.  Most questions are 
answered successfully at this point. 

If you or the class teacher feels that your question has not been answered 
satisfactorily, then contact with your child’s Pastoral Leader and/or Head of Subject/
Faculty. 

The school Leadership Team are also available after this point should the need arise. 

It is important for the smooth running of the school and to ensure that all questions 
are answered quickly and fairly that we all try and adhere to this.  We do value your 
input in to educating your child.  After, all it is a three way process between the 
school (all of our staff are qualified and have numerous years of experience), you as 
parents and the child.  Working together as a three in unison we can ensure that 
each pupil makes progress. 



Walking to and from school... 

There have been incidents where members of the public have informed the 

school of pupils stepping out in the road without looking on the way home. If 

your child walks home, please remind them of the importance of being 

sensible and safe on the busy roads near our school. 

 

Dropping off and picking up before and after school... 

When dropping off or picking up children from school, could we please ask 

parents to be respectful to other drivers and our local community? 

Please do not drop off children in the yellow hashed area outside the school.  

If you are collecting your child along Evesham Road, please could we ask that 

you park respectfully  whilst waiting for your child. 

 

The School Drive.... 

Recently, there have been occasions where busses have not been able to 

manoeuvre in the school drive as there have been too many cars on the school 

drive at the start or the end of the school day. This obviously causes congestion 

and can cause a risk to the safety of pupils. 

The school drive is for staff cars, public transport vehicles and parents of pupils 

that have medical exemptions. 

Are there areas of school life that you would like to ask 

questions about? Do you hear things about  

Ridgeway from other people? 

Once a term, we will be holding a ‘parent drop in session’ where parents can 

ask members of the School Leadership Team questions about the school. 

The session for this term will be on  19 October 2016 starting at 5.30pm until 

6.30pm.  This session will be with Mr Bennett, Mrs Tait and Mr Clarkson and 

will be held in the ICT Room. 



Twitter, Text and Email 
Twitter 

The school has a twitter account. Information about the school is displayed 
on this feed. Please feel free to follow @AcademyRidgeway. 

Facebook 

The school has a Facebook account. Information about the school is 
displayed on this feed. Please feel free to follow @RidgewayAc. 

Text 

The school does text parents about activities and it is a good way of 
communicating immediate messages.  

Email 

The school does email parents about activities and it is a good way of 
communicating newsletters and other messages. 

If the school does not have your mobile number or email address please return 
the forms the school have distributed this term in a sealed envelope and we will 
update our system. 

 

Exams 

Ridgeway has been an exam centre since 2012 and has been delivering different 

sorts of GCSEs for the last four years.  

Over the last year, our staff have been meeting and working with colleagues 

from AQA and Edexcel exam boards to ensure that Ridgeway is ready for the 

changes to the new GSCE specifications. 

Should you have any questions about GCSEs at Ridgeway, please view our 
website www.ridgeway.academy 

Should you  like an email response, then email GSCE@ridgeway.academy.   

If you would like to discuss the schools GCSE provision with a member of the 
School Leadership Team, then please contact Mrs Suzanne Evans on 01527 
892867 to book a convenient time. 



We are excited to announce that this year’s summer 
performance will be the Disney Classic ‘The Lion King’. 

 

Children are already excited by the prospect of taking on 
new challenging roles and auditions are expected to 
commence just after half-term. 

 

The audition process will be slightly different this year as 
we are welcoming singers, actors and instrumentalists; so 
if you have good skills on the guitar or drums and don’t 
wish to audition for an acting or singing role then watch 
this space! 

 

Can’t wait to see you all! 

 

Mr Garwood and Mr Sabin 

 

 



HELP! 
Do you, or do you know anyone who is good with push bikes?  Can you spare 

the school a couple of hours a week?      We have a bike shed with a number of 

brand new bikes and some old donated bikes.  Pupils have been working on 

these projects to bring them back to life.     But we need some expertise!  Do 

you work with bikes?  Could you help guide some pupils working on our bikes?  

If so, please contacts Mrs S Evans on 01527 892867. 

 

YEAR SEVEN NEED YOU! 

 

Are you free on Tuesday 8th or Wednesday 9th November? 

Year seven are off to Chedworth Roman Villa and are in 

need of adults to accompany them 

and their teachers on the trip. 

Please contact the school office if 

you wish to offer your  

services. 

Many thanks, 

Mrs Leeson 

History Mentor 

 



Year 
Group/s 

Subject Date set Deadline Time on task 

ALL Reading Daily N/A 20 mins 

ALL Spellings Weekly according to subject 
teacher 

  20 mins 

ALL Grammar Weekly according to subject 
teacher 

  20 mins 

ALL Times tables Weekly according to class 
teacher 

  20 mins 

5 English 
(Writing) 

Wednesday Monday 30 mins 

6 English 
(Writing) 

Thursday Tuesday 30 mins 

7 English 
(Writing) 

Friday Tuesday 45 mins 

8 English 
(Writing) 

Thursday Tuesday 45 mins 

5 Maths Thursday Tuesday 30 mins 

6 Maths Friday Wednesday 30 mins 

7 Maths Thursday Wednesday 45 mins 

8 Maths Friday Thursday 45 mins 

5 Science Weekly according to subject 
teacher 

  20 mins 

6 Science Weekly according to subject 
teacher 

  20 mins 

7 Science Weekly according to subject 
teacher 

  30 mins 

8 Science Weekly according to subject 
teacher 

  30 mins 

ALL Topic/Cross 
curricular/
Other subjects 
e.g. French, 
Geography etc 

Termly Dependent 
on task e.g. 
project/
memory slam 

Variation 

Homework Timetable 2016-17 



 

FRIENDS OF RIDGEWAY 



As of Tuesday 13th  September, there will be a 
weekly Maths Workshop, open to all pupils, to 
talk through any misconceptions in topics being 
covered in class, extra revision for assessments 
and will also give an opportunity for pupils to 
complete any online homework that may have 
been set, where access at home might be 
difficult.  
 
The session, led by Mr Roberts, will take place in 
Room 16 (the Computer Studies room) and will 
run from 12.40 until the end of lunch. If there is 
enough interest, there might be an opportunity 
to run the workshop on a second day in the 
week.  
 
Hope to see you there! 


