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Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils 

We welcome our German exchange pupils  

to England tonight and in  school next week.  

Please make them feel welcome if you see 

them around with our pupils.  We are very 

excited to see our German friends and are 

looking forward to the activities and the 

week ahead.  Thank you in advance to all the 

parents and families who are taking part in 

the exchange and housing a pupil or two (or 

four?!) and a big thank you to the families 

who have offered to take extra pupils at the 

last minute due to unforeseen changes.  It 

really is appreciated, particularly by the 

German  staff and pupils.  Thank you. 

As always, there are a number of events and 

activities run by the school for pupils.  In 

order to keep up to date with what is 

happening, please feel free to follow the 

schools twitter account, facebook and the 

website.  We also email and text information 

out, so please ensure that our school office 

is aware of any changes to your email 

addresses and mobile numbers and don’t 

forget to activate your Parent Pay account. 

Kind Regards 

Mike Bennett  

Head Teacher 

 

 

On Tuesday 17 January we held our options evening for Year 8 into Year 9.  As you know, 

Ridgeway has been an exam centre since 2012 and has been delivering GCSEs for the last five 

years.  However, after the busy and positive evening, it got some of us wondering.  Ridgeway was 

built  in  the early 1960’s as a secondary modern (so an 11-16 school).  From 1962 to 1974 the 

school delivered O levels and CSEs (the qualifications before GCSs) were created in 1987.  Does 

anyone remember this? Or does anyone know someone who does?  It would be exciting  to see 

how qualifications were delivered at Ridgeway when it first opened and compare that to how we 

are doing it now.  A full circle perhaps? 

The information regarding our options for 2017 can be found on our website at 

www.ridgeway.academy (under Pupils/Curriculum/KS4 Options). 



PARKING OUTSIDE THE 

SCHOOL GATES:  Some 

motorists have 

complained to the school 

regarding parents stopping 

outside the school and 

dropping their children off.  

This then causes 

congestion and some near 

misses as traffic try to 

squeeze past towards 

oncoming traffic.  Clearly 

this is dangerous. 

TRAVELLING TO AND FROM SCHOOL:  

You will be aware of the ongoing  issue we 

have with the lack of the Crossing Patrol 

Officer.  Thank you to the 20 parents that 

responded to our email asking for your 

opinions on this.  The school has written to 

Worcestershire County Council, local 

media, Karen Lumley, Councillor Potter and 

the local Police highlighting the issue.  We 

will create a petition next (assuming 

enough parents are prepared to pursue 

this). 

Please remind your children to cross safely.  

We do receive reports from residents and 

motorists that some pupils run across the 

road without due care and attention. 

GOING HOME AT 3PM:  Do pupils know where to go at the end of 

school?  Many children have different ways of getting home or being 

collected.  Staff do remind pupils that if they are not collected within 

15 minutes of the close of school to come to Reception and we will 

contact home.  With school buses, taxis and pupils making their own 

way home and others being collected by family members, it is 

important that pupils know how to get home, who is collecting them 

or where to be picked up and what to do if things go wrong.  The 

school  Reception is manned until 4pm each night, so should pupils be 

unsure of how to get home, they can always check with Reception. 

Should you need after school care for your child, Denim Club (run by 

Polka Dot World) is available until 5.30pm every day.  Please contact 

01789 290101 for more details. 



THE GUV’NORS  

 January 2017 

 

A rather belated Happy New Year to 

you all from the governing body at RA. 

 

The GB met on the evening of 18 

January and our first subject of 

conversation as we gathered was the 

Options Evening held the day 

before.  A number of us had attended 

and were very impressed by the event; 

from the presentation backed up with 

clear visuals, to the maps of the school 

and option sheets, to the number of 

staff present and the buzz of discussion 

in the classrooms.  Our thanks go to all 

staff who made the event such a 

success and to all the parents and 

pupils who took part so 

enthusiastically. 

 

A major part of our meeting was a 

presentation by the Head of Faculty, 

People and Society, looking at the last 

review of the relevant subjects.  Matt 

Frost gave a detailed talk to the report 

and answered our many 

questions.  This is a new initiative and 

should help governors towards a more 

detailed knowledge of how the school 

reviews and then further improves 

practice.  Thanks to Matt for his time in 

a very busy week. 

 

Linda Tait then led us in a working 

session to help governors fully 

understand what will be required of us 

in an Ofsed inspection.  After our first 

reluctance to think and talk, rather 

than just listen!, we became quite 

engrossed and will continue to work 

through the booklet Linda had 

produced at the next meeting. 

 

So a busy first meeting of the new year 

and in addition governors have been in 

to a variety of events, met with some 

staff on issues such as data, taken part 

in the latest MER review and fixed up 

times to go into class. 

 

Julie Grieve   

Chair of Governors 



Your child will recently have had presented  during a school assembly  a presentation on 

“Fit for School”. 

This included: 

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING FIT FOR SCHOOL: 

 Keeping your body healthy and well so that your brain is ready for every day. 

 Keeping  energy levels up to make it easier to concentrate. 

 Maintaining the body’s fuel will ensure you feel well and avoid unnecessary 

trips to the school office. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT MEAL OF THE DAY: 

 Ensure you have breakfast to start your day., this could include cereals, fruit, 

toast, milk and orange juice. 

 Breakfast is available daily at school in the Annexe. 

BE PREPARED FOR YOUR DAY AT SCHOOL: 

 ALWAYS bring a refillable water bottle and keep it topped up, bring a snack or 

purchase something from Tuck Shop. 

HOW TO KEEP GOING DURING THE DAY:  

 Classrooms can become hot and stuffy, open a window! 

 Enjoy some fresh air and break and lunchtime. 

 Eat a healthy lunch to top up fuel levels for the afternoon 

IS IT AN EMERGENCY?:  

The school has First Aiders to help you if: 

 You have vomited, received a blow to the head, you are bleeding, twisted/

sprained or broken something and are in pain, medication to be given. 

First Aiders are unable to help if you: 

 Feel a bit sick, have a headache, bruised your finger two days ago  whilst play-

ing in the park. 

This is so that you attend  ALL of your lessons, all of the time, ready and able to do your 

best AND so that First Aiders can look after pupils that are seriously ill or injured. 



Dates for your diary …. 

26 January 2017 

  Year 6 SATS Information Evening 

30 January 2017  

  Year 6 & 8 Parents Evening 

6 February 2017  

  Year 6 & 8 Parents Evening 

9 February 2017  

  Year 6 & 8 Parents Evening 

Friday 17 February 2017 

  School closes for Half-Term Break 

  @ 3pm 

Monday 27 February 2017 

  School re-opens @ 8.25am 

 

 Parent Readers Programme 

For any parents and guardians 

that want to be involved in the 

life of the school, following on 

from a really successful year - we 

are looking to run the Parent 

Readers Programme again from 

September 2016. The 

programme will involve you 

supporting and reading with 

small groups of children during 

the school day and asking key 

comprehension questions. If you 

are available between 8.25am 

and 3.00pm we would be very 

grateful if you can help. If you 

can give some of your time, 

however big or small to help 

with our reading programme, an 

expression of 

interest should be 

sent to the office 

and a member of 

the office team or I 

will get back to 

you. 

Many thanks 

Mrs A Riddell 

PARENT PAY 

Please remember to activate your 

ParentPay account as we are only 

sending texts via this system.  Emails 

will transfer over after February half-

term and payments will go live from 1 

March.  Should you not have received 

an activation letter please contact the 

office. 



Top Tips on Hearing 

Your Child Read:  

Talk about the Books 

Quite often when you see that your child’s 

homework is to read, you would feel it is 

beneficial to listen to them reading aloud 

and reading those words accurately. 

However, a point that is often missed and 

just as important is to gauge your child’s 

understanding of the text. Important 

questions to ask and discuss are: about the 

characters, the plot, predictions and their 

favourite part. This is a really important part 

of the process because we can see how 

much the child has understood from what 

they have read. If they seem to be unsure or 

unclear this is where you can step in and 

explain things that have been 

misunderstood or that they are unaware of.  

Variety of text types and genres 

Another important part of the reading 

process is looking at a range of different text 

types, in order to see what your child enjoys 

reading. Looking at newspapers: 

broadsheets and tabloids, leaflets, fiction 

and non-fiction, online articles and more is 

beneficial because they get to experience a 

range of different text types and broaden 

their experience of reading. Moreover, 

looking and establishing a favourite genre is 

key to engaging and encouraging you child 

to read. You child may enjoy fantasy, 

historical, science fiction, poetry – but how 

will they know if they haven’t experienced a 

vast array of different types of texts?  

Maintain the Flow of Reading 

Although when you hear your child read, 

you may notice some mistakes – let them 

make those mistakes and talk about them at 

an appropriate point. Part of them learning 

how to pronounce words and what they 

mean is by children making those mistakes 

– but what can be difficult for them is to 

keep being interrupted. At the end of a 

paragraph or a page – go back over any 

words or misconceptions and check that 

they can pronounce and understand the 

meaning of the vocabulary afterwards.  

ENGLISH SATs BOOSTERS:  This half-term, we have started the first 

raft of booster sessions to support Year 6 pupils in the forthcoming 

SATs and we are focusing on English.  Some pupils have been 

personally invited to attend, although the sessions are open to all 

students who would like to come.  The sessions run from 3.15-4.15 on 

Thursdays, so if your child would like to participate, please make sure 

you have given your permission (signature in the planner) and take 

responsibility for their safe return home at the end of the day. 



Redditch Road and Path Cycling Club has 

been in existence since 1885.  We are a 

friendly cycling community for local cyclists 

of all ages.  It is the ideal place for you to 

meet other cyclists, go on leisure rides or get 

involved in competitive cycling. 

WHAT DO WE DO? 

The aim of the club is to encourage 

members to discover the freedom and 

opportunities that cycling brings.  This 

includes: 

Regular club rides for fun and fitness 

exploring our wonderful local lanes. 

An extensive time-trial programme. 

Supporting the local winter cyclo-cross 

league.  This includes running our own event  

-  muddy escapades in Pitcheroak Woods! 

Velodrome and track cycling. 

A vibrant youth section  -  the Slipstreamers   

-  encouraged and training youngsters to ride 

bikes for sport and pleasure. 

Access to an enthusiastic team of British 

Cycling-qualified coaches advising on 

everything from learning to ride a bike to the 

skills of competitive racing. 

Promoting the club and cycling at 

community events. 

A social calendar including Club Annual 

Dinner and Trophy Presentation Evening, 

camping weekend and much more. 

Family membership covers two adults and all 

children up to 18 years.  A basic bike will be 

required which is safe and reasonably 

maintained and a helmet.  The club has bikes 

for loan for Slipstreamers for competitive 

cycling.  Membership for an adults is as little 

as £10 per annum and for children £1.50 per 

week.  Enjoy club rides on Tuesday, Thursday 

and at weekends or for Slipstreamer training 

on Wednesday evenings. 

Check our the website for details:  

www.rrpcc.co.uk  

 

 

BRITISH CYCLING  

Will be offering pupils the opportunity for a cycling experience on 

Wednesdays from 10.45am to 2.05pm 



YEAR 7 LEARNING 

AMBASSADORS 

The following list of students are our 

Learning Ambassadors in Year 7: 

Jess Badsey, Adam Bott-Hobbis,  

Iyesha Campbell, Brandon Carpenter, Ellie 

Cooper, Skye Daley, Spencer Ellis, Aiden 

Elvins, Ella Johnson, Anthony Kinley, Ethan 

Langford, Karl Ledbury, Megan Manton, 

Ross Parkinson, Jess Phillips, Billy Pitman,  

Harvey Saunders, Ellissia Sohal, Josh 

Turner, Ryan Welch, Harvey Wood, Emily 

Wright, Owen Wright 

These students have been asked to adopt 

the role of learning leaders within subject 

areas and to take on extra responsibilities 

around school.  Currently, they are all 

working with Year 5 classes to support 

reading and, in some cases, PSHE lessons.  

They are also our first port-of-call if we have 

visitors in school.  They have a high profile 

around school and we really value the pride 

they  have shown in being Ambassadors. 

Moreover, the Ambassadors were the first 

tranche of pupils to be chosen for our new 

Outdoor Education  qualification, which has 

been launched by Mrs Smart.  They are 

enjoying one practical lesson a week and are 

also putting together a portfolio of evidence 

which will be assessed at the end of the 

course.   

This term we will be rolling out the Learning 

Ambassadors programme to pupils in Year 5 

and will b e calling on the Year 7’s to mentor 

the younger pupils.  We also hope to involve 

parents in the pupils’ learning and are 

looking to run more parent learning 

workshops. 

PARENTS’ LEARNING WORKSHOP 

This event was held on 10 January and proved to be very popular!  The aim of the 

workshop was to introduce parents of KS2 pupils to strategies that they could use to 

support learning at home.  Mr Hayward gave a presentation on the new-look SATs and 

explained how the curriculum had changed, whilst demonstrating some methods we use 

in school to teach operations in Maths.  The English side of the session was divided into 

three key parts:  Mrs Nesbitt talked about how to encourage independent reading at 

home, stressing the importance of continuing to read with your child at home, even as 

they grow older.   Mrs Riddell explained how we teach the Point Evidence Explanation 

(PEE) in English in order to answer the longer three mark answers on the SATs test and Mr 

Garwood gave a demonstration on how to develop writing in greater detail and depth.  

Techniques to support the learning for the Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling (GAPS) 

test, will be covered on the SATs Information Evening on 26 January. All the PowerPoint 

presentations have been put on the school website and we thank everyone who came for 

their enthusiasm and support. 



Hello All 

Preparation for the summer 

performance is still ongoing, Mr 

Sabin and myself are busy 

working on plans to ensure 

every cast and crew member 

has an enjoyable experience.   

Mr Sabin has been working with 

his show choir—who have 

already been practising songs 

from the Lion King. 

I have been working to perfect 

the script and adding a few 

extra lines for some cast 

members. 

Cast, crew and parents should 

expect to receive a letter in 

coming weeks providing 

rehearsal schedule and 

important dates. 

For the first time, we are 

excited to announce that our 

summer performance will be 

accompanied by some of Mr 

Sabin’s musicians who will 

provide live music for our songs.  

This will certainly enhance the 

viewing experience for our 

audience when we perform 

later this year.. 

Stay tuned for further 

information! 

 

Mr Garwood and Mr Sabin 

Attendance  
Year 5  -  95.9 %                Year 6 -  96.3% 

Year 7 -  95.1%                             Year 8 -  95.9% 
Parents/carers please remember to: 

Phone school to advise the reason for absence on the first day 

Send a letter on their return to school to confirm the absence 



 

Ridgeway’s ‘Reading Around the Solar 

System’ scheme is up and running; 

children have already received their 

new passports and are making good 

progress by reading at home.  

Remember:  for every 30 minutes of 

reading at home, you earn one 

signature for your journey. 

I know the excitement is building 

ahead of the new fixture routine; 

classes are now being ‘matched’ 

against other classes in a head-to-head 

competition to see which form can 

secure the three points for the 

‘Ridgeway Reading League Table’. 

Please be reminded that this is a new 

and fun way of reading for pleasure 

and challenge and can we all ensure 

that we are being accurate with 

recording our signatures.  Providing 

fair results will make this activity fun 

for the whole school! 

Happy Reading! 

Mr Garwood 

PS  Please find below a copy of part of 

the reading passport  -  Journey 1 


